WELLINGTON'S PORTUGUESE BATTLESITES:
Their Location, Conservation and Commemoration

By Clive Willis, Professor of Portuguese Studies
and Head of the Department of Spanish
and Portuguese Studies, University of Manchester

Amid the still echoing fanfare of commemoration of six centuries of the
Old Alliance it is important to remember that the ancient partnership has been
at its most meaningful in military endeavour, that is to say, when Portuguese
and English (more latterly British) stood shoulder to shoulder against invaders
of Portuguese soil and so often gave their lives in its defence. Crusaders of
several nationalities, led by the English, had fought alongside the forces of the
first Portuguese monarch in the siege of Lishon of 1147 and also contributed
greatly to the reconguest of Lusitania from the Moors. But the parternship of
the two nations achieved fullest expression in the maintenance of the integrity
of Portuguese frontiers. I refer especially to the battles of Aljubarrota (1385),
Roliga (1808), Vimeiro (1808), Bugaco (1810} and to the defence of the Lines of
Torres Vedras (1810-1811)",

The question naturally arises of the extent to which the battlesites have
been preserved, how easily they are located and what degree of
commemaoration is brought to bear. The answer is that the coverage 1s patchy.
The sixth centenary prompted the construction of a military museum at the site
of Aljubarrota at S3o Jorge and some refurbishment of the redoubts of Sio
Vicente at Torres Vedras. Nevertheless, with the exception of Bugaco, for the
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cultural tourist in search of Portuguese Wellingtoniana, little is in evidence and
what little survives is often tawdry or difficult te find or both, One is not
seeking the equivalents of what has been achieved in Belgium at Waterloo® (or
more latterly at Bastogne), but if this article were ever to succeed in prompting
the Portuguese authorities to add to their praiseworthy achievements at Sio
Jorge, 8io Vicente and Bugaco, then its author’s humble researches would be
amply rewarded, especially as its investigations have not in the main been
conducted in archives and libraries but so often scrambling up and down rocky
or muddy gradients. It has been fieldwork in a very literal sense.

Omne might begin at Lisbon’s Military Museum” or at her Peninsular War
Monument at Entrecampos, but more appropriately the quest starts in the
ancient township of Torres Vedras, recently raised to the rank of city’, At the
heart of its present-day bustle and vigour lies the quieter oasis of the former
Graga Square, now renamed the Praga do 25 de Abril in recognition of the 1974
Revolution. Here in 1954, a year of no especial significance, was erected a
simple but effective obelisk, in memory of the prowess of the Anglo-Portuguese
army at Roliga, Yimeiro, Bugaco and in the famous Lines. Just one room in the
nearby museum exhibits a few muskets, bayonets, pikes, swords and flags of
the era, plus a handful of the ubiquitous engravings by the Reverend William
Bradford. The small collection is, however, distinguished (if that is the right
word} by the presence of the robust bufete or refectory table on which Wellesley
and Kellermann signed the absurd armistice on the day after Vimeira. |

But what of the field of battle? Roliga® is poorly served. After the brief
skirmish at the Arrifos® windmill two days earlier, Rolica witnessed, on 17
August 1808, the first of the long, steady series of Napoleon’s military sethacks
that would terminate at Waterloo. In the first week of August, Wellesley's force
of 12.000 had landed, not without some grave mishaps, at Lavos at the mouth
of the Mondego, opposite Figueira; joined by some 1700 Portuguese
auxiliaries, reluctantly made awvailable by the Portuguese commander
Bernardim Freire, they marched south through Batalha and Sio Jorge, very
appropriately on the anniversary date, 14 August, of the stirring Anglo-
Fortuguese triumph of Aljubarrota more than four centuries earlier. After
Arrifos they established themselves within the medieval ramparts of the
picturesque walled village of Obidos, abandoned but hours before by General
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Laborde as indefensible. Wellesley established himself in the ancient keep, now
a state-owned pousada or inn’.

Six kilometres to the south, blocking the route to Lisbon, Laborde had
selected what, on the face of it, was a far more defensible position. His 4400
French now held the plain around the village of Rolica but, more importantly,
were also dug in along the seemingly impregnable heights of Columbeira, a
tall-back position where thev could await the arrival of Loison®s 9000
reinforcements, converging from Rio Maior to the east after their sickening
massacre of the population of Evora. Such a union of the French forces,
coupled with superior numbers in cavalry and the advantageous position of the
Columbeira heights, would threaten to wreck Wellesley's entire enterprise at
the very outset,

The now commonplace assertion that Wellesley made his fateful decision
toattack by surveying the French positions from the watchtower on the Obidos
battlements or from the tower of the Santa Maria church is probably
exaggerated. Owing to the distance, the French army would have been visible
only as a line, not in disposition. The survey of positions was almost certainly
made from the Dagorda windmill, three kilometres to the south, or even froma
few hundred metres’ distance, from the rocky eminence east of 5o Mamede,
now topped by a triangulation column (mareo geodésico). At all events,
Wellesley's decision to push the French back, merely facilitating their tactical
withdrawal on to the higher ground to await Loison, might have produced
stalemate or worse, were it not for the abrupt and foolhardy courage of one
Colonel Lake who led part of the 29th Foot (later the Worcestershire
Regiment) up asteep gully into the heart of the French position, with resultant
great confusion and loss of life, including his own, To relieve the 29th,
Wellesley sounded a general and ferocious advance against the heights and,
almost unbelievably, was successtul before Loison could arrive, indeed forcing
Laborde’s troops to retreat southwards through the village of Azambujeira and
thence all the way te Montachique.

This extraordinary feat o arms has only one adjacent memorial by which
to recall it: atop Lake’s gully, and to the west thereof, stands a forlorn cross,
just over two metres high and not easily found, inscribed in both English and
Portuguese to Lake’s memory'. Erected over his corpse in 1808 by his fellow
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officers, the cross was restored and provided with a protective railing in 1903 by
other officers of the 29th on their way home from service in the Boer War,
Lake’s gully is best found by leaving Columbeira by the Rua do Arieiro and
proceeding uphill after passing an imposing house on the right, reminiscent of a
pagoda, One then climbs the steep gully for some 400 metres before striking
right even more steeply through apple groves at the top of which a rough track
leads to the cross some 800 metres further south, More comfortably but less
vividly the cross may be reached by a cart-track from the south of the position”.

Colonel Lake’s achievement is at present more accessibly commemaorated
in the Worcester Museum where a showcase of memorahilia, including the fatal
bullet, is devoted to him. But more impressive still is the tablet raised to Lake, a
few years after Rolica, in the northwest tower of Westminster Abbey. | have
spoken carlier of the possibility of stalemate; but Lake's thrust was the erratic
pawn move that changed the whole game and made Vimeiro possible, Lake was
a remarkable and colourful figure on whom I intend to publish further material
in due course. He was the first hero of the Peninsular War.

If Rolica was inconclusive, the victory of Vimeiro four days later on 21
August was resounding, Here too, as at Rolica, the momentous nature of the
events has left only a shrill faint echo. Vimeiro to the Portuguese means its
mineral water and is more renowned for its bottle than its battle'”. Above the
village a now shabby menument in the form of a stubby obelisk, erected on the
first centenary, shares the hilltop with a tiny and dusty soccer field, complete
with goalposts and is the only record other than a few street-names (Rua de 21
de Agosto, Rua do Monumento and, in nearby Toledo, Rua da Guerra
Peninsular)'". August 21st, despite the view advanced in some of the older
guidebooks, is not nowadays a local holiday; the proximity of the date to the
village's annual fesra week in early August, followed by the celebration of the
Feast of the Assumption on the 15th, is the most charitable explanation one can
ofter.

The monument and the serpentine street that leads to it provide the only
starting point for a comprehension of the highly complicated terrain of the field
of battle. This is indeed Vimeiro Hill. Accounts of the battle and all the highly
inaccurate battle plans that fill the standard histories, from the great Oman to
the even greater Longflord, would baffle the visitor — as indeed they once
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baffled me — but for the opportunity offered by this one focal point. The maps
in the standard histories provide roads where none exist, wide rivers where in
August there are only stagnant ditches, incorrectly spelled or oddly lucated
hamlets and an over-simplification of the number and contours of the hills and
crags of the area.

Bolstered by 4000 reinforcements who had just landed on the beaches of
Porto Novo and Santa Rita, Wellesley had spread his troops and artillery along
the western ridge that winds for three kilometres along the south side of the
gorge of the River Maceira (or Alcabrichel) and had also fortified the hill above
Vimeiro village, on the opposite side of the river. Yet Junot did not press
directly from the south but sought to take the Anglo-Portuguese force by
surprise by arriving in the early morning from the east. The British had a frantic
hour between % and 10 a.m. in which to move men, horses and guns down the
steep and largely trackless sides of the gorge and up the very similar opposite
side, on to the eastern ridge (also three kilometres long) that encompasses the
village of Ventosa and Preganga and overlooks Toledo. I can find no primary
or secondary source that has seen fit to comment on the obviously exhausting
and fraught business that this must have been, iron discipline notwithstanding.
Moreover, battle was joined almost at once. The crushing defeat inflicted on
the French is related eloquently enough elsewhere. Suffice it to say that here,
emphatically and for the first time, emerged clear evidence that the imperial
French army was not invincible'*. Herein lies the importance of Vimeiro, for its
impact was psychological and not solely military. [t deserves far greater
prominence than it has received,

The Portuguese novelist and historian Raul Brandio once dismissed
Roliga and Vimeiro as «mere irrelevances» '’ one suspects that this approach
may well underlie the little or nothing that the Portuguese authorities have
carried out in terms of commemoration of these battles and the conservation of
the sites. Nevertheless, one should not overlook the award to Wellington in
1811 of the title of Count of Vimeiro''. In rebuttal of Brandao we do well to
recall that although Nelson has established British nava/ superiority at Aboukir
Bay and Trafalgar, Sir Sidney Smith’s heroic defence of Acre was the only
previous (and rather different) demonstration that a Napoleonic army could be



frustrated. But Roliga and Vimeiro were not simply frustrations; they were
defeats; and they occured within the space of five days,

Some of the immediate impact of the victories of Roliga and Vimeiro was
dissipated by the armistice and asinine Convention of Sintra that followed it, in
which the French, laden with booty {melted down church plate figured
prominently), were repatriated on British ships. The ariginal 48-hour armastice
was signed by Wellesley and the French general Kellermann on 22 August at
the Quinta da Maceira', situated in the very gorge that stretches from Vimeiro
to the sea, but the original building is not to be found, All thatis preserved is the
sturdy table or bufese on which the signing took place and to which 1 made
reference earlier,

The Convention of Sintra, the detailed version of the armistice, was signed
a week later, on 30 August'®, at some unknown place in Lishon but was
associated with Sintra solely because the despatch, sending to Britain a copy of
the Convention, was dated from there. Sir Hew Dalrymple, the Johnny-come-
lately Commander-in-Chief, had set up headguarters in this beauty spot on |
September and the despatch was his. He had been installed as guest in the
splendid palace of the sixth Marquis of Marialva, himself a brigadier in the
Portuguese army and ambassador extraordinary, in the preceding vear, to
Napoleon. By July 1809 Lord Byron was sitting in the grounds of the palace
penning those condemnatory stanzas of Chifde Harold proclaiming that
«Britannia sickens, Cintra! at thy name». The palace is now a luxurious period
hotel'.

The second French invasion of Portugal under Soult in 1809 was a
shortlived affair, with the French scurrying eastward out of Oporto after
Wellesley's surprise attack from the south bank of the Douro, Little more than
skirmishes and artillery fire marked the day and little now remains of the
original structure of the Bishop’s seminary where Paget established his
bridgehead'’. As the French streamed in the direction of Spain, the Portuguese
ardenangas wrought havoc and added heavily to the list of French casualties,
bringing them to a total of 5000; at last this irregular peasant militia was a force
to be reckoned with. However, rather than Soult’s incursion, it was the third
invasion under Massena in 1810 that presented the ennobled Wellington with
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his greatest challenge so far, for Massena’s vast *‘Armée du Portugal’ could
easily put into the field more than twice as many men as had been encountered
earlier.

Wellington's victory at Bugaco, temporarily blocking the advance on
Coimbra, and ultimately on the Lisbon peninsula, is unquestionably the
victory to have received greatest recognition from the Portuguese, and
understandably so. At Roliga they had manoceuvred, but had experienced no
direct engagement; at Vimeiro they had simply stood in reserve. But at Bugaco,
superbly trained by Beresford, Wellington's doughty allies played their full
part at the very centre of events; they constituted one half of the Allicd forces,
suffered exactly one half of the Allied casualties and earned an equal share of
the battle honours. Sadly, their proud reputation was to be lost in the trenches
of World War L.

In 1810, however, the Portuguese regular brigades, numbering some
25,000 men, sturdily alternated with the British along the celebrated and easily
visited ‘iron ridge’ of the Serra do Bugaco, with stretches thirteen kilometres
from Luso south-gast to Penacova. Commemoration of this bloody victory
here abounds,

At the northern end of the ridge lies the arboretum, famous among
botanists, that occupies the grounds of a former Carmelite monastery, the
remnants of which embrace a replica of the cork-lined cell in which Wellington
slept; this inits turn sports a plaque duly inscribed to the ‘Glorious General’, as
well as engravings and weapons; in the middle of the paved way at a few metres’
distance stands the venerable Wellington olive tree of which the general is the
presumed planter,

Adjacent to the monastery rises Luigi Manini's late nineteenth-century
mmock-Manueline Royal Palace, intended for the assassinated Carlos I but
adroitly transformed instead into a luxury hotel, the Great Hall of which is
opulently filled with scenes from the battle, represented on blue azulejos, the
characteristic tiles so prevalent in Portuguese architecture, especially from the
late seventeenth century onwards,
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High up, outside the wall of the convent park, overlooking the slopes of
Sula, towers a suitably inscribed obelisk'”: on its pinnacle is a glass star that is
lit on every anniversary of the conflict, whilst the base of the obelisk is girtbva
railing of replica cannon barrels, muzzles downwards. Just inside the walls, to
the north of the obelisk, stands the former Chapel of Souls, now renamed the
Chapel of Our Lady of Victory, wherein were placed the first relics. However,
adjacent to the chapel there now exists a small but praiseworthy military
museum which has expanded over the vears™. Originally it was a rather
Jingoistic collection commemorating the Anglo-Portuguese contribution, with
maps, engravings, flags, guns and other weapons, as well as British and
Portuguese dummy soldiers in uniform. With the years there has developed a
more internaticnal display with a few French engravings and a bust of
Napoleon, though no dummy soldiers™.

Yet further commemoration of the Battle of Bugaco is present in terms of
three command posts. A pair of derelict windmills at Moura and a Sula carry
plagues indicating that there Massena and Craufurd were respectively
stationed ™. At one time almost hidden among the immense tree plantations is
the inclined rectangular slab indicating Wellington's post, about three
kilometres south of the obelisk, high up above the perimeter wall*’, Meanwhile,
down the valley, to the east, the villages of Sula, Moura and Santo Anténio do
Ciéintaro srill bear the scars of Wellington's artillery fire™

In the present century the anniversary of the battle, on 27 September, has
frequently been celebrated to a greater or lesser degree, in keeping with the
relative importance of the anniversaries; re-enactments are affected in period
uniforms, sometimes in the presence of the British military attaché and other
dignitaries, as was particularly the case in 1960, on the one hundred and fiftieth
anniversary, and again in 1985, on the one hundred and seventy-fifth. Such
celebrations were temporarily suspended in 19667 but since the 1970,
harmonizing with the enlargement of the museum’s display to house French
memorabilia, the commemorations have taken on a healthier, more
international flavour.

As for the Lines of Torres Vedras™ behind which Wellington took up his
position after Bugace, it must be admitted that preservation and
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commemaoration present a formidable task. Undoubtedly it would involve
colossal expense to keep intact the vast series of earthworks, escarpments, forts
and redoubts that form two lines across the Lisbon peninsula from the mouth
of the Sizandro on the Atlantic to Alhandra on the Tagus, and, at roughly ten
kilometres to the south, from the mouth of the Safarujo (at Sio Lourenco and
Ribamar)to Alverca (at Quint&]a}r. The Lines were not continuous but, by the
application of flooding, abattis and the threat of savage crossfire from the
hilltop redoubts, totally blocked Massena and forced his withdrawal on 5
March 1811. The Portuguese authorities must be commended for the
considerable efforts expended on the Vaubanesque redoubts of Sio Vicente,
which were first extensively restored by the late Colonel Francisco Eduardo
Baptista, who, with a generous grant from the Gulbenkian Foundation,
supervised the bringing in of one hundred thousand stone blocks to replace
those quarried away by the local population over one and a half centuries,
More recently the site has been tidied up with tree-felling and embellished by
the addition of a marble diagram unveiled in special celebrations held on 12
October 1986, This event is now renewed annually in recognition of 12 October
1810, the date on which the Lines closed behind the last patrols of the Anglo-
Portuguese army and on which Massena's vanguard arrived. Indeed there is
henceforth a triple annual commemaoration of the Third Invasion in a sequence
involving Almeida and its fall on 27 August, Bugaco on 27 September and
finally the Lines™.

Other interesting points along the Lines vary in their state of preservation.
Wellington's headquarters at Pero Negro on the EN 374, ywo kilometres north
of Sapataria, just to the west of the railway line, is now a private house bearing a
plaque and is very well preserved. Monte do Socorro, his signals post for the
whole system, towers four kilometres to the north-west but carries no legend of
any kind, The Great Redoubt of Sobral de Monte Agrago, the Forte de
Algueidio, from which Massena particularly shrank, is to be found five
Kilometres south of Sobral and 12.5 kilometres north of Bucelas on EN 245.1:
though it is very prominent in outline and its various stone pathways are
regularly treated with herbicide, the area eries out for some form of restoration
similar to that of the Fortes (da Serra) de Sao Vicente, especially as it was here
at Sobral, and not at Torres Vedras, that Massena realized that his ambitions

119



had been thwarted, It was from here that he backed off to Santarém to
conternplate his predicament™.

Finally, there stands overlooking the Tagus, on a neglected belveders
between Alverca and Alhandra, a marble statue of Hercules, erected in 1883 on
a tall column some ten metres high, This is the saddest place of all. The two
metal signposts along the route from the main road are battered almost bevond
recognition, the noble effect of the column is diminished by an ugly lightning
conductor alongside it, and the words ‘NON ULTRA. Linhas de Torres Vedras
1810"* have now been torn off. The facts are the more deplorable since the
statue was especially intended to commemorate the outstanding achievement
of Lieutenant-Colonel Richard® Fletcher, Wellington’s engineer, the man who
in fifty-one weeks masterminded the greatest earthwork of military history.
Here stood redoubt number 2 of the 126 completed by the time of Massena's
arrival”, The industrial complexes and the vast quarry that surround the spot
will not be to everyone’s taste, yet there are groves of trees, a picnic area and
fine views of the ‘Mar de Palha’ where the Tagus broadens out on its approach
to the estuary. Of all the Wellington sites this must be the first in the queue for
renovation”,
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Notes

Strickly speaking one should not overlook the role of the Anglo-Portuguese
army in the *first’ Peninsular War of 1702-1713,

Some equivalent at Torres Vedras of the Waterloo commemoration has in
recent years been the theme of a campaign waged by the local weekly newspaper
fadaladas. See especially issues 1599 (29.8.1986), p.1, and 1601 (12.8.1986), p. 1.

This museum houses two modest rooms devated to the Peninsular War. Apart
from weapons, engravings and a fow Portuguese uniforms, the chief items of
interest are a nineteenth-century relicf maguette of the First Line of Torres
Vedras and a survey map of the First and Second Lines,

Torres Yedras received its first charter (foraf) as a vile in 1250 and became a
cidade only in 1979,

British historians have mauled its name with versions like *Roleia’, ‘Rorica’ and,
maost usually ‘Rolica’ and invariably pronounce the last-named to thyme with
frolicker’.

The Arrifos windmill (ef. Raul Brandio, E-Bei Junor, Lishan, 1982, p, 2400 is
usually and erroneously referred to as the ‘Brilos windmill’ (e.z., Oman, Weller,
Longford ... ). 1t is situated midway between Caldas da Rainha and Ohidos on
high ground to the cast of the road, near the junction of EN 8 and EN 114,

The small Gbidos museum, located in the main square, contains some forty
weapons and a map from the Peninsular War and even a maquette of the first
Line of Torres Vedras, but nothing specific to Roliga. The magquette is identical
to the ene located in Lishon's Military Museum.

This cross should not be confused with the 1753 Cruz Ala, easily visible on the
highest point, hall a kilometre to the west. A further confusion could arise
through the misinterpretation of the name of the little main square of

Columbeira village: the Largo dos Heroes da Franga commemorates the role of
Portuguese soldiers who fought in France in World War I Similar is the Largo
dos Heroes da Bélgica at Sobral,

12]



[E=]
e

1.

12,

13

17.

The bestroute is from Bombarral. One travels northwest for three kilometres 1o
Azambujeira dos Carros, Here one takes the Rua da Escola for 600 metres to the
centuries-old great olive tree. By the church one forks left along the Rua do
Picoto, After half a kilometre the route approaches two windmills: before
reaching them one should take a right fork below them. Lake's Cross lies two
hundred and fifty metres ahead at a junction of tracks,

As much as Roliga, Vimeiro is frequently mis-spelled at the hands of the British
historian; with the honourable exception of Lady Longford it usually emerges
as "Vimierc' and even "Vimiera’ (Wordsworth is among the culprits here).

In fairness, one should mention that the solitary hotel at Porto Novo houses g
cocktail bar displaying a number of familiar engravings by Bradford, Heath and
Atkinson commemorating the Portuguese campaigns. Locals, not very
convineingly, claim to be able to identify the house in Vimeira where Wellesley
stayed,

See Jac Weller, Wellingion in the Peninsula, 1808-1814, London, 1962, p, 55, and
Elizabeth Longford, Wellington, the Years af the Sword, London, 1969, p, 156,

Op. cit., p. 243,

Sir William Napier overlooked this honour when he complained that the Prince
Regent of Portugal had delayed until after Ciudad Rodrigo in 1812 in awarding
te Wellington his first Portuguese title, namely that of Marquis of Torres Vedras
(Histary of the War in the Peninsula, ed. Brian Cannell, London, 1973, p. 2077
indeed, a Portuguese dukedom was to follow. ’

Badaladas, 1605 (10.10.1986), p. 2. The site is probably that of the thermal
station known as the Fonte dos Frades,

It was signed by Colonel Murray and General Kellermann. The following day it
was ratilied by Sir Hew Dalrymple in Torres Vedras and by Tunot at the Royal
Palace of Queluz, near Lishon,

The name of the palace, Seteais {*'Seven sighs™), is said to relate te the echo found
in this hilly setting, the sighs are sometimes interpreted as sighs of relief at the
departure of Junot and the French, but are more probably laments at the
wretched terms of the Convention. A legend of seven sighs, however, is also
connected with the nearby Moorish castle of Xentra (Sintra), involving the
twelfth-century tragedy of a Moorish princess, murdered there because of her
love for a Christian nobleman,
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26,

Oporto’s greal monument to the Peninsular War is of course the celebrated and
aesthetically challenging Lion and Eagle Column in the centre of the Praga
Mouzinho de Albuquergue.

The inseription on the east side has two strange errors: *DEFESAS appears as
‘DEFENSAS’ and *CERCOS' as ‘*CEPCOS'. The inference is that it was not
carved by a Portuguese mason, Wretchedly, a pink marble slab, installed on the
one hundred and seventy-fifth anniversary (1985), had been stripped of one-
third of its brass letters in the first two years of its existence.

The museum was inaugurated on the first centenary by king Manuel I1, in the
presence of the fourth Duke of Wellington, and to a great military ovation, A
week later Portugal was declared a republic (My thanks are due to Professar
Janet Ladner of the University of British Columbia for drawing this to my
attention)! The museum was demolished and replaced by a larger building in the
19607s,

My thanks are due to the late Professor 8. George West for first drawing my
attention to these matters,

Both signposts indicating the location of the windmills were still in dreadful
condition in January 1988, with much need for repainting. It is to be hoped that
Portugal’s membership of the EEC will stimulate better maintenance of such
signs. The cbelisk, the Sula windmill and the Musen Militar form a roughly
cquilateral triangle of 400 metres each side; the Moura windmill is situated one
kilemetre east of Sula, just off the Mortdgua road,

The slab is in verv scruffy condition indeed and covered in lichen mould.
Although the trees around the command post have now been cleared, there are
still trees that obscure any view of Massena’s command post. Lady Longfard’s
map is inaccurate in placing Wellington's command post within the monastery
park. 1t is to be found no less than 3.5 kilometres south of the chelisk, on a
farestry road {Contrast E. Longford, op. cit., p, 227},

Santo Antdnio de Clntaro lies at the bottom of the valley, seven kilometres
south-southeast of Bugaco, and is not easily found,

Cedric Salter, Portugal, London, 1970, p. 131, Particularly commendable as a
detailed analysis of the bartle is the booklet of Brigadier Alberto Aratjo e Silva,
A Baralha do Bugaco, published by the Museu Militar in 1981,

The slim introductory study by A H. Norris and R.W. Bremuoer, The Lines of
Torres Fedras, Lisbon, 1980 (second edition), is unguestionably the best source
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28,

29,

3,
i1,

32,
33
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book on this subject. The lines were so named because the first works to be
thrown up were at Torres Vedras (Norris and Bremner, po 120

The survey map in the Musea Militar in Lisbon fails to acknowledge that the
Second Line bifurcated around the port of Ericeira so that there are forts and
scarping at the mouth of the Lizandro (or Cheleiros) near Carvoeira, south of
Ericeira, as well as those at the mouth of the Safarujo to the north (see also
Norris and Bremner, ap. cit., pp. 55-56),

Badaladas, 1601 (12.9.1986), p. 1, and 1605(10, 1019863, p. 1. The present study
has had no need to touch on the case of Almeida as this has been admirably
covered in Professor Donald D. Horward's Napaleon and Theria, the twin Sieges
of Civdad Rodrigs and Almeida, 1810, Tallahassee, 1984,

Rather better preserved are forts 40, 41 and 42, though in the Second Line. Stone
revetting up to three metres high is to be found on bath sides of deep ditches,
The group is best reached by taking the EN 116 east from Bucelas and by
proceeding one hundred metres beyond the Calhandriz turning. A lane on the
right permits an approach on foat by following the guinie wall and continuing
gently upwards for a kilometre before turning left towards the ridge at the
intersection of several paths and left again at ruined farm buildings.

Many forts have disappeared or are disappearing, however. On visiting redouhbt
30 in the First Line at Ponte do Rolin December 1987, I witnessed a mechanical
plough shear away a section of the outer rampart of the ditch, whilst the
quarrying at Alhandra is particularly ruinous to the eastern end of the First
Line. §

That is to say, in January 1987, of, Norris and Bremner, ap. it p. 46,

Erroneously, the inscription on the plinth refers to the colonel as J. Fletcher,
Mention must also be made, as Professor Horward has reminded me, of the
remarkable preparatory work in the original survey of the terrain of the lines,
carried out by an officer of the Real Corpo de Engenharia, Colonel José Manuel
das Neves Costa, whose name is likewise honoured on the plinth of the Hercules
coluimn,

In respect of the lightning conductor a more tasteful attachement, such as that
of the Bugaca obelisk, could surely be effected.

Redoubt number 1, by the riverside, is no longer in existence.

My warm thanks are due to my good friends Peter Gilbert of Sutton Coldfield
and Rafagl Prudéncio of Praia de Santa Rita for their many kindnesses and
helpful comments in carrving out this research.




