«THE TWELVE FOR ENGLAND»

. «Challenge by Twelve Portuguese Knights, who at
«the Court of Saint James fought to redress the
wwrongs of Twelve English Ladies, in 1396.»

From the Portuguese narrative of Ignacio Rodrigues Vedouro, 1732,

(Contributed by Mrs. E. A. Ferreira Pinto Basto)

(W. J. Miclkle, who translated Camées’ «Lusiads, Book VI,
p- 240, alluding to a reference by Cambes to this inci-
dent, writes that walthough he was unable to find any
vestige of this chivalrous adventure in any memoirs of
English history, it nevertheless is probable that it.is not
entirely without foundation in truth since Castere (whom
he cites) gives the names of the twelve Portuguess
champions, although those of the English knights and
the ollended LEnglish ladies he confesses are unknown
to him. The aflair must, however, have been such as to
require the alonement of bBlood — » «Il falloit gu’elle fit
sanglantes since (wo Sovereigus allowed it to be deter-
mineid by the swordn),

wAmong the glorious deeds and illustrious feats of the Portuguese
during the prosperous reign of Tdon John I - not only in their own
country but also in many parts of Europe, — none is more famous
than the Challenge of Twelve Portuguese Knights to Twelve English
champions which took place at the Court of Saint James in the year
1396 — Richard IT being King — to avenge discourtecus words prof-
fered against the English Ladies.»

«The primary cause of this renowned passage of arms was that
fohn of -Guant, Duke of Lancaster, being at that time at Court in
great feasting and merriment with the ladies-in-waiting of Queen
Anne of Bohemia, together with many noblemen and notables of ths
Court, some of these gentlemen uftered against these mnoble dames
words both grievous and injurious, saying in their presence ! «That the
«Ladies of England were neither the most beanliful, nor the most
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evirtuous and far-famed ; nor yet the best-deserving of love and
servicen, and further boasted that they would fain defend their words
in the Lists, or in the Tiktyard, should there be any to contest their
statement,»

«The English Ladies so deeply resented the insult that they resol-
ved anon to demand redress for an affront so grave, and at once
sought champions of their Cause amongst their friends and linsmen.
The detractors, however, chanced to be amongst the most valiant
warriors, the most eminent and powerful nobles in the Realm, and
therefore neither the kinsmen nor the lovers nf the Ladies dared to
make public reprisals. The Ladies, therefore, in dire distress, made
an address to the Duke of Lancaster beseeching him to name twelve
Knights who, in the Arena or in the Lists, should restore them to
Honour and Renown.»

«The Duke, a war-like Prince who longsince had fought beside
the Portugucse against Castille, would all oo heartily have favoured
the Ladies” suit, but desiring to appear unbinssed in the dispute, for
fear of raising enmity, advised them privately in this wise i»

«Most grievously-injuced Ladics, 1 cannot light upon any of
this Court who would fight with lance and sword against your calum-
niators — not only because these are, in arms, the most renowned ——
kut also fellow-countirymen of their own, 1 shall, however, counsel
you, and if you follow my advice 1 truly believe you will be avenged
of the insults offered you, and will receive satisfaction thereof. When
I claimed a right to the throne of Castille, and fought side by side
with my son-in-law, the King of Portugal, against the Castilians,
I witnessed in the men of Poriugal such doughty deeds of valour that
I judge none others may so well defend your Cause by force of arms.
T would have you, by discreet and courteous letters, make these
Knights acquainted with your grievance, for if yoa accept this my
judgment T shall name Twelve champions of your good names who
shall be chosen from among the bravest ! know in Portugal, and
1 shall myself write to {he King, my son-in-law, to grant them leave
of absence should they accept this challenge.»

«In great content the Ladies agreed Lo the decision of the Duke
who forthwith named twelve knights — the dames offended being
twelve, The name of each was written on z slip of parchment, and
that there might be no mumurings in the choice the Ladies cast lots,
and according as the slips fell to each she learnt the nmame of her
Knight and wrote beseeching him to undertake the redressing of her
wrongs, in the pressing words of one who ardently desired satisfact-
ion for affronts received.»

«The Duke wrole to the King, withal, making entreaty to obtain
his leave, and likewise to the Knights urging them to accept the
Challenge for their honour, and for that they owed it to the laws of
chivalrv.»

«Upon reaching Portugal, the Ladies’ ambassador was received
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with much honour by the Hing, as also by the Court, the novelty
of his mission giving sisc to such transports of gaiety and merriment
that thoge chosen by the Dames were lheld as highly favoured, there
being many who, detesting so unmannerly a slander, would willingly
have undertaken to obtain redress at the price of their own blood.»

«I'his uawonted zeal for the wrongs of the injured Tadies was
made the occasion for much feasting by the Ladies of Lishon who
grieved that in the world there should be launched such a controversy
threatening to shatter, to its very depths, the pride and self-esteem
of womanhood. Albeit, only the twelve Portugucse knights named
by the Duke were admitted to the contest, their names being : —

(1) Alvaro Gongalves Coutinho, surnamed «Magricon (The Lean
One),

(2) Alvaro Vaz de Almada, afterwards Count of Avranches in
France.

(3) JoBo Pereira, cAgostim»,

(4} Ruy Gomes da Silva,

{5) Alvaro Mendes Cerveira,

{6) Martin Lopes d'Azevedo,

(7) Luiz Gongalves Malafaya,

(8) Lopo Fernandes Pacheco,

(9} Soeyro da Costa,

(10) Alvaro de Almada,

(:1} Pedro Homem da Costa,

{12) Ruy Mendes Cerveira.

«The grester number were nalives of the Province of Beira : some
from Entre Douro ¢ Minho ; and all were strong, full of valour and
COUTAEe.»

«Anon, the Knights replied to the Duke of Lancaster that, pro-
vided they held the King's consent, they would present themselves
at the Court of Saint James for the Feast of Pentecost, this being
the day chosen by the English for the tournament. Having obtained
the King's permission, and furnished themselves with weapons and
other necessaries for the cxpedition, the knights took their road to the
city of Oporte where a Ship-of-War, provisioned for the voyage,
awaited them, and in her eleven embarked for England while «Ma-
grico», eager to roam awhile, made known to his comrades that he
would make his way overland, promising and assuring them that on
the appointed day he would meef them in the Tournament «unless
Death bhim hindered».»

wA favourable wind Iashed the Ocean waves and, with good for-
tane, brought the eleven knights to London town. Iere they were
welcomed with joy and high esteern by all the Court, and, above all,
by the Duke and the Ladies who lavishly entertained them. These
Dames were made most happy and contented by the presence of their
Champions, albeit the absence of «Magrigon, one of the most renow-
ned in arms, failed not to bring misgivings to all, and more so to the
heart of his «Ladyen who for this cause arrayed herself in mourning,
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believing herself less fortunate than the rest, hers being the mis-
chance to have drawn the name of that Knight who had failed to keep
his promise.»

«The Eleven did their best to comfort this forlorn Ladye, telling
her ushe should have no fear, for should her Knight not keep his
aword, alone they would engage the twelve Englishmen, and would
wdefend her canse as long as the breath of life lastedw»; and further,
wthat «Magrico» was so true and staunch that only Death — the end
of all things — might stay the folfilling of his vown.»

«Meanwhile, all preparations were made in the Tilt-yard where
King Richard had caused galleries to be constructed for the great
concourse of people who» were coming from far and near to witness
80 rare a sight.»

«The day fixed for the Tournament at length arrived, and in the
early morn the twelve Englishmen entered the Lists, richly clad and
powerfully armed, with their retinues of kinsmen and friends. These
were f[ollowed by the eleven Portuguese not less richly garbed in
their Court snits, nor less proud of the weapons they bore. They
were attended by the Duke and his followers.»

«The Arena being cleared, the combattants so placed that neither
side should be dazzled by the light of the sun, the limits marked,
and the Umpires seated, both opposing parties waited only for the
flourish of trumpets to sound the charge. Just then there was a loud
and unwonted stir, and a pressing forward of the rabble caused by
the sudden appearance of a I{night, equipped as befitted a great
warrior, who hastily made bhis way through the throng. As he
advanced within the Lists the Knight lifted his vizor, and was seen
to be «Magricon, who, in spite of mischances and great difficulties,
had arrived just in time to keep his word. He was much welcomed
by all, especially by his own Ladye whose honour he was to defend,
and who, hastily quitting her mourning robes, adorned herself alike
to her companions, in rich and splendid array.»

wAfter the greetings of friends and comrades, and the whole
company having betaken itsclf to wait upon the King, who was set
upon a lofly stage, with the whole Court around him to witness the
issue of the Jousi, the Champions begged a warranty of the King
which was granted with all readiness. The Xnights then received,
sach from his Ladye, a jewelled favour which he placed in his helmet,
and all now being ready, awaited, of one mind, resolute, and courag-
eous.»

«The signal for the Charge was heard, and amid a great blare of
clarions and trumpets, the Combattants challenged their opponents
anew, the Englishmen declaring — «That the Ladies present were ill-
«-favoured and little worthy of Love, wherefore no Inight would
dare deny the same, nor delend them by force of Arms».»

«ln answer, the Portuguese Knights made reply — «That the
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«Ladies in question were so beautiful that Champions from a land so
aremote as their own deemed their service of priceless value ; and to
«wuphold the truth of this assertion they sat ready in the Lists, lance
win restn.n

«Having thus spoken, the Combattants loosened rein, spurred
their chargers, and rushed upon each other with so great a fury and
violence that the very ground resounded with the trampling of their
steeds, and seemed to shake In awe.n

wAt the first encounter the lances were shivered to atoms, and
the knights were fain to draw their swords, at once engaging in
so dire and fierce a fray that it lasted till nine of the clock. At that
hour there was a truce, after which — the time of rest having further
excited the resentment of the adversaries — they recommenced so
savagely that the pitiless strokes they dealt or received caused a
uddering amazement in the less hardy, or filled the hearts of the
bravest with rage and fury. Up io this time no advantage had vet
been noted on either side, but forthwith the Portuguese, incited by
martial rivalry, and inspired by the noble ardour that f{illed their
hearts, pressed the English in such manner that, unable to withstand
those overbearing arms — so surely trained 1o conquer — they were
at last constrained to retire, leaving the Arena steeped in their bleod,
and owned themselves vanguished. Thus, at the price of the 1otal
defeat of the English, the wvictors recorded on the battle-field the
full assurance of their victory, — and the vanquished, the acknowled-
gment of their presumption I»

«ln fine, the Portuguese had fought in such a way that eight of
their opponents were left sorely wounded on the field ; and one was
dead, at the hands of Jodo Pereira, or «Agostim» (presumably Au-
gustine) a name he earned by reason of the dead Englishman being
so called. The conquerors, therefore, hetd the Camp, and gained from
the King, the Duke, and the Ladies, all the praise and thanks which
were their rightful guerdon for such great galantry, and so heroic a
feat-of-arms.» :

«From the Tilt-yard they were conducted, in the midst of festive
acclamations, to the Duke’s palace where they were waited upon
and treated with much show of pleasure and benevolence. Ilere they
were visited by their Ladies who, after their Champions had rested
from the fatigucs of their warlike excrtions, and were scated for the
Banguet, brought water for their hands, each Ladye for her Knight.
When «Magricon's Ladye wished to do the same for him, he refused,
hiding his hands, and saying that no woman should wash them, but

. that only a man should do this service. The Ladye, however, continued

to beg of him that favour which he would nol grant, keeping his
hands hidden the while, The Ladye continued to insist, saving —
«That all her Companions had brought water for the hands of their
«Knights and Defenders, and that she must do the same».»

«Magrigo», seeing that he was nol to be spared, then asked —
«Do you desire, fair Ladye, to know why I would not have you pour
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«water upon my hands ? It is because they are so hideous and loaths-
«wome, which seeing, I fear you may feel for me aversion only»s. To
which the Eadye replied : «Rather am I the more compelled to wash
wthose hands, seeing they saved me from discredit, and the plight in.
uwhich I found myself». «Magricon then consented.»

«wAfter some days, the Portuguese Knights were warned of a plot
which the English, jealous of the victory, were planning against them,
and for this reason they begged the Duke’'s permission to return to
Portugal forthwith, Although he assured them that they had nought
to fear, they desired to depart, not in dread of the English — as they
had well shown in the Arena — but to avoid disputes, and so resolved
to quit the Conrt.n

cAfter taking leave of the Duke, albeit with regret, and no less
for the King of England to whom they owed innumerable favours
and honours, nine of the Portuguese Knights set out for Portugal, the
three who remained later making their may to other Europian Courts.»

«The first of these was Alvaro Gongalves Coutinho («Magrigon),
son of Gongalo Vasques Coutinho, Marshal of the Realm of Portugal,
and brother of the first Count Marialva. It is unknown whether he
ever returned to Portugal, but it is believed that from England he
passed to Flanders, and that, there and elsewhere, he achieved many
deeds of Valour.»

«The second was Alvare Vaz Jde Almada, son of John Vasques de
Almada, who received the Order of the Garter from King Richard,
and passed into France where he became famous for many notable
feat-of-arms in the Wars of Charles VI, and as a reward for such
service received in bestowal the County of Avranches.»

«The third, and last, was Jodo Pereira («Agostim») who, after

fighting in England and France, heard rumours of the siege of Ceuta
and returned to Portugal to take part in that conquest.»
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