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«In the little kingdom of the Algarve there are vast quantities of wine, oil,
corn, almonds. figs and other fruitse. This was the information any
Englishman interested in the Algarve could easily obtain in 1762, All he had to
do was open Adam Anderson’s book «An Historical and Chronological
Deduction of the Origin of Commerces .

A maore inquisitive Englishman might ask what went from England to the
Algarve. And the answer would be cereals, dried peas, cheese and butter,
potatoes, yards and vards of wool fabric, stutfing, socks and hats, ammunition,
ink. pitch, boxes of tobaceo, wooden combs, glass, clocks, ploughs and other
iron tools for various uses. He might learn that sometimes cod was freighted
and that his countrymen transported products from America and the Baltic®,
But, no doubt, only very few would tell him that the English were pointed out as
the cause of the economic misfortunes which occured in the extreme south of
the Portuguese territory.

In 175%, a roval magistrate reported to the King as follows: «There is {in
Faro)a trading-house of the British Nation, and in it her Consul, who absarbs
almost all trade in this kingdom (of the Algarve) and, what is more, against all
treatdes signed with England and against Your Very New Laws, they have in
this town a shop, in which they sell small quantities of all goods, including
groceries, directly to the consumer. And they also have other such retail shops
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in other parts of this kingdom». And he added: «This is a very opulent house
which trades enormously in all grains, wines, and aqua-vitae. Theirabundance
causes dependence and they are the despotic masters of this land because,
although dependence is common practice all over the country, here in the
Algarve this means that the local people become their unconditional servants,
deeply submissive and vilely humiliated, in total disrespect of any Laws's.

Dependence 15 a serious word that expresses what has happening then. As
a result of the course of the European world economy since XVI century”,
England cccupied the dominant position in the complex match of Torces of
international economy; Portugal was the dominated part’. The Portuguese
position is explained by a conjunction of internal and external factors which led
Portugal prematurely 1o engage in external trade before her internal produc-
tion was ready for it”. Consequently economic difficulties and misadjustments
followed which entailed social and ideological disturbances. This is the only
explanation for the fact that the king, the estates or the dominant orders
inobilities and clergy) were so cager to accept the profits from trading and, at
the same time, allowed and supported the Hely OfTice of the Inguisition. This
institution. beyond the contral of its creator, controlled the culture, the society
and the economy of the country. [t acted as appeasor of the mercantile class,
which 1t simultaneously, ferociously persecuted . This persecution deprived
Partugal of merchants both in number and in wealth, But as the economic
strucute remained unchanged, its strang commercial content left a large field of
activity open to foreigners. These foreigners, segregated from society did not
question the essential values of the establishment, nor did they endanger the
sacial order. That is why it was so casy to include the clause of rehgious
freedom lor foreign merchants in the treaties which Portugal signed with
England in 1642 and 1654",

«Truely it is extremely difficult to understand the Portuguese reason of
State in this matter: because, Portugal being a kingdom entirely based on
commerce, sends her Portuguese merchants to foreign kingdoms and allows
foreign merchants to settle in and take all interest and profit from the negotia-
tions instead of us: what the Portuguese gain in the foreign kingdoms remains
there and what the foreign merchants gain in our kingdom returns to their
foreign kingdmus'}. The case of Algarve is a good illustration of what Padre
Antonio Vieira wrole,

Algarve was, until about 1619, a properous part of Portugal. Economi-
cally linked to maritime South Andalucia, Portugal participated

3

legallv, and illegaly in the rich trade of the Castillian Indies. A strong
mercantile middle class lived and traded in the main ports of Lagos, Portiméio,
Faro and Tavira'". The crisis of 1619-1622, the structural turning point of the
mediterranean economy, was deeply felt here and caused profound alterations
which led a great number of merchants to seck for better business elsewhere'',
The effects of this exodus are amplified and multiplied by the brutal
persecutions that fell upon Mew Christians in 1633, The Inquisition managed to
«hreak through Judaism'*». Both the number of merchants and the mercantile
movement drops drastically. But the products from the land, the figs, the wine,
the fruit, the olive oil are still in demand in Northern Europe. The non-
existance of local traders brings in the foreign merchants, This time only to
Faro, which becomes the busiest regional port, centralising most of the trade
with the North"", Other foreign merchants had lived and traded here before.
We find Flemish, French, ltalians, Sicilians and many Castillians and Catalans
here in XV1 and early XVII Century ''; as from 1650 Dutch, Germans and
above all English settle here. Now, contrary to what happened before, these are
the men who control almost all commercial movement.

In 1651 the reduced international trade of the Faro port is already in the
hands of Henry Janson, an Englishman, who will maintain an important
commercial house until 1675, As he himself tells us, he was born in Losthouse
(T} in Yorkshire, came to the Algarve about 1645 and headed «important
business»'". With him worked, either as cashiers or associates, we know not for
sure, William Milwart from 1651 to 1658 and William Croguer a young lad of
cighteen arrived in 1654 «to stay ashore in the house of Henry Janson'"». He
was probably born in Exon () and got involved in complicated problems with
the Inquisition in 1669. It is not known what became of him'’,

Another merchant arrives in 1669, a fully grown man, with two servants,
His name is Filipe Melhor — according to the documents we have — and in
1672 he is Consul of the English in Faro, a post he holds until 1684" when
Samuel Small — frequently referred to as Esmal in documents — takes over,
gaining notoriety until 1692, Samuel Small establishes himsell as a merchant in
1672 and controls, almost exclusively, the trade with England, Holland and a
considerable part of the trade with Lisbon and Andalucia'. He does not
hesitate to engage in dirty work to get the better of his competitors.

In 1687 the magistrate of the Holy Office in Faro writes to the Tribunal in
Evora: «Today 1 am denouncing a man who came here in an English ship ta
deliver Fabrics and load elive cil and he delt with Lopoe Roiz, a merchant of this




town, and a new Cristian, born in Beira, who is housing the denounced. [ sent
for the witnesses, indicated by the denouncer and got what 1 am sending you
and hope all goes well, as vou commands, However, the priest representing the
Holy Office here and the Bishop he went to for advice, took a step of elemen-
tary caution: to find out if the denunciation was benefiting someone. And it
was. The priest goes on: «You know how Samuel Small is an English merchant
and dealer of ships and it is said that he feels it deeply when so many cargos
arrive for other merchants than himself, He always wants the best dealings,
both buving and selling, for himself as we know by experience. The denouncer
of this case is his guarantor before the Royal Treasury and the witnesses are
also from his house where they are fed. Supposing all this is as common
knowledge has it, I dare advise you so that you know better™ », Samuel Small is
a Protestant and uses the Holy Office to shelter from possible competitors. |
shall come back to this matter.

Other Englishmen come and go. In 1651 «Jan Parcher, merchant, settlesin
Tavira where he dwells», having arrived in Faro from London® . It is possible
that the Parcar { Parker) are his descendents, The first illustrious member of this
family D. Jodo Parcar, was born in Faro, where he married I, Maria Camacho
da Silva, and was the Consul of the English from 1715 to 1718, He ran an
important commercial house from 1712 to 1736, Christopher Parcar and
William Parcar (1738) canons of the See are his children and Canon Samuel
Pitts Parcar {1739) and Father John Pitts Parcar are his grandchildten. The
commercial house carries on with his sonin law D, Samuel Pitt (he signed Pitt,
the others Pitts) and his daughter ). Maria Parcar Pitts. This lady appears
alone as a widow (1746) and afterwards in association with her sons Pedro and
Guilherme. As from 1762, she appears in association with her son in law
D. Joao Keating. The latter was born in Lisbon, the son of Diogo Caetano
Keating and b, Maria Paula Keating «both bornin Brittanyn”. Samuel Pitt, as
he himsell says, was born in Triguet (7), in Somerset, from where he left for
Cadiz and the Algarve. He became a Roman Catholic inorder to get married in
1727%. A Portuguese family, the Parcar, constantly renewed their links with the
English: Englishmen were consuls and owners of important houses: amongst
others, Diogo Holden (1695-1713) and Diogo Jodo Amon (1735-1749), Most
notable of all these is the presence of the Lamprigre. The first ones of this name
are Tomdas (1714-1735) and André (1719-1725); another Tomas {or maybe the
same) and a Jofio establish themselves in 1749 and found the biggest commer-
cial house in Faro in the second half of XVIIT Century (or maybe continued the
houwse of Diogoe Jodo Amon?) — and thus bring upon themselves
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the wrath of the Portuguese patriots who, rightly or wrongly, blame them for
all the misfortunes suffered by the economy of this small territory,

These houses centralise in Faro the buying and selling of the produce of
the land as well as the foreign products and have their own agents spread all
over the Algarve. Due to the volume of their business they dictate the prices
both to those who sell and to those who buy and are loathed for it, The real
truth is that they are able to do it because no one else can command the
necessary capital, no one else has a mastery of the international trade net 50 as
to confront them. Their strength comes from the weakness of the Portuguese
and from the British commercial organisation, namely the credit they benefited
rom’,

Bachelor of Law José Viegas de Andrade, auditor of the Lagos Regiment,
explains how things were in 1774: « The English merchants established in Faro
worked on a commission basis of five per cent when exporting products from
the Algarve rather than at their own risk. None of the nationals have a
commission to load foreign ships, The English are more interested in working
on a commission than on their own. Jodo Lampriére has agents all over who
buy for him all the preducts his house trades in. He possesses boats and carts of
his own in which he transports the products to his own storehouses, thus
leaving no work to the nationals. His house possesses ships in Faro which
[reight the products from and to the Algarve, He has an interest in the Public
Treasury in order to beable to implement better and more freely the ideas of his
business. He maintains the reputation for the export of his products in the
Algarve and he imports most of the products the Algarve needs. The respect he
commands and the power he holds reduce the locals to being his humiliatingly
submissive servants. To mention the Lampriére name is enough to command
respect and veneration»™, The same José Viegas de Andrade tells us that the
detested Englishman outhid a factory of aqua-vitae which immeditely stopped
distilling figs, thus causing a process of de-industrialisation™.

Another British subject is accused by the same José Viegas de Andrade:
«Jodio Crispin an English merchant living in the town of Faro possesses here a
retail shop where he sells all his materials by the ell and he also sells in all fairs of
the Algarve like any Portuguese of the same profession, His shop has a higher
volume of sale of materials than those of the nationals both in town and at the
fairs: for the reason that he receives his merchandise on commission and going
the same trade as Lampriére he can sell cheaper than any Portuguese merchant
who has to acquire the materials from him in cash. In the fairs he sells
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more than the Portuguese and he sold enormously in the fair of Sylves in 1773,
The English were only allowed by the commercial deed of December 1703 to
introduce in our kingdom the woolen Fabric on the same conditions as they
had before prohibition; they could not practise retail selling like the Portuguese
who had a specific statue confirmed and protected by charter of 16th December
1757. Joao Lamprigre had a similar shop to Crespin's which he passedontoa
merchant of Faro called Jodo Franciscoin 1771; and it is said that he still has an
interest in it’ .

Had things come to such a point that they became irreversible? I believe
not. The Lampriéres reached their peak around 17727, their presence being
hardly noticeable by 1774, In 1796 they probably no longet lived in Faro. They
certainly did not in 1808, when, «in the houses that were Jodo Lampriére's» the
municipal senate installed the officers of the Spanish invading army" . The
Parcars disappeared, as a commercial house, after .1775" or maybe their
business changed hands. Jodo Keating still is mentioned between 1783-1786
settling problems of the inheritance of his wife's uncle, Canon Cristovio
Parcar’' — and in 1796 the dowager D). Maria still lives in her house of Terreiro
da Madalena®™. In 1803 there are in the office of the See «two big unused books
that were purchased in the Parcar’'s auction G

Some foreigners, like the Swedish Bar Avent and his associate Jodo
Crispin, and Englishman, still remain in Faro''. But Portuguese merchants like
Jodo Francisco de Macedo and Manuel José da Costa™ begin to appear and
pain a reputation,

Not due to anglophobia but in order to achieve a durable independence,
Pombal’s policy begins to show some change: state reform, arganisation of
monopolies for the colonial commerce, diversification of external markets,
industrialisation, development of new cultures in Brazil (cotton, cocoa, rice)
and, last but not least, the dismantling of the Holy Office as a weapon for
obsolete mentalities to use against the commercial and industrial middle
class”®. The results were not immediate. But the foundations were laid that
allowed the Portuguese 1o take advantage of the favourable international
circumstances of the end of the XV1lIth and the beginning of the XIXth
Century’ . And so the English leave (at least the Algarve) before the
Continental Blockade, Later, as an indirect conscquence of the British
imperialist policy the Jews flock into the Algarve via Gibraltar™,
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The revitalization of the Portuguese or the mercantile group settled in
Portugal is crucial. Therefore, it is essential to annihilate the Inguisition
because the confiscations that followed the arrests were ruinous. 13, Luis da
Cunha wrote: «Because of the damaging consequences of the confiscations the
foreigners do not want to have Portuguese nationals as agents because, if they
are arrested and their possessions conliscated, they have to appeal to the public
Treasury and engage in never-ending processes Lo recover thems. So the
foreigners, instead of associating with the Portuguese firms, preferred to have
atheir own agents»"". The religious difference was not an obstacle but rather an
excellent defense.

We have seen previously how Samuel Small tried to take advantage of the
fact that one of his competitors was a New Christian to eliminate him. But here
there are other cases, In 1662 Henrique Janson, the first merchant in Faro,
admits that his parents were «Roman Catholics as he himsell always was one,
deep in his heart’. Back home he attended mass secretly, as did everyone else
who shared the same belief. But in Faro he pretended to be a Protestant™.
There is also the case of D. Rodrigo Turnerin 1734™": only «in articulo mortis»
did he send for the magistrate of the Holv Office to abjure.

In 1753 a Jesuit priest of Faro puts to the inquisitors in Evora the case of
an «heretic Englishmen who resolves to accept the Roman Cathlic church. This
man says it is very inconvenient for him to abjure publicly for fear of losing his
business and conveniences and he says he will only abjure if he can do it
privately and that is the reason why he only confides in me and another man™ .,
This young Englishman, 21 or 22 years old, fluent in Portuguese and so
concerned with his business and conveniences, was the sales clerk in the house
ol the very Catholic D. Maria Parcar Pitts". His name was Guilherme Crispin,
born in Havant, England. Would he? He could easily have turned to his
cmployees, and one of the canons would have dealt with his case, All we know
15 that anly in 1794, being then so old he could hardly kneel down, did G.
Crispin publicly appear as a Roman Catholic™.

Being a Roman Catholic was bad for an English merchant in Portugal. He
was not trusted by his countrymen; he was suhject to the jurisdiction of the
Inquisition and to the confiscations. It was much safer to be a Protestant and
take shelter in the Anglo-Portuguese treaties. | know of no better proof of the
pernicious influence of the Inquisition: thus the foreign merchants were
prevented from settling and becoming naturalised and the Portuguese New
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Christians were forced to spread around the world. One could ask: does it
matter what nationality a merchant has? Nationality is not the problem, The
trouble arises over where the profits of the economic activity are invested and
reinvested, [1is well known that the English merchants established in Portugal
in the X¥VIIth and XVIIIth century did not stay long. They invested little and
re-invested even less in the eountry. I, Luis da Cunha underlined this fact when
he wrote that here they grew rich and then returned to their country «where
they lived as they pleased at our expense»"", We could say in today's language
that Sebastio José de Carvalho ¢ Melo also knew how to pinpoint that
characteristic of a dominated economy; « They leave their country with no real
money, only with credit. And after ten or 15 years they return home full of
riches»"". Riches that flowed to the centre at the expense of the periphery, which
made the rich richer, and the poor poerer, in an almost irreversible process
because a structural one.
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