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A, H. NORRIS
Lisbon, October, 1974

THE BATTLE OF ROLIGA

The Battile of Roliga, fought on 17th August 1808, was the
first of «Wellington's Peninsular Victoriess. It was, perhaps,
an inconsiderable affair when measured by numbers engaged
and casualties suffered and, if it had taken place later in the war
it would possibly not have been recorded in the sequence of
victories which mcluded Talavera, Bucgaco, Salamanca and Vit-
toriz.  But in 1808, when contrasted with the many recent Bri-
tish expeditions which had been inconclusive or had ended in
failure and evacuation, the victory seemed proportionately greater,
Certainly it had the important result of demonstrating to the world
that French armies were not unbeatable; and it proved the value
of the new system of training for which Sir John Moore was largely
responsible, The effect of the victory on the morale of the British
soldiers was galvanic; it confirmed their confidence in themselves
and laid the foundations of their confidence in their commander,

The British Expeditionary Force under Lieut-General Sir
Arthur Wellesley, as Wellington then was, 14,000 strong, landed at
the mouth of the Mondego river in the first week of August 1808
and on the 10th of that month commenced its advance on Lis-
bon, some 170 kms. to the south, The French forces in Poi-
tugal, commanded by General Junot, numbered at that time
approximately 30,000 men of all arms. Of these 12,000 were
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From Eliot's «A Treatise on the Defence of Portugals,
published in 1811,
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in the Lisbon area; 9,000 under General Loison were near Abran-
tes, about 80 kms, east of Roliga; and 4,500, including 500 cavalry,
with 5 guns under General Delaborde at Obidos, 80 kms. from
Lisbon, lay across Welleslev's line of advance. The remainder of
the French forces were in fortresses and on lines of communication,

As the British force. which had been joined by a contingent
of 1,600 men frem the Portuguese army, approached Obidas,
Delaborde withdrew to a prepared position at the village of
Roliga, some 5 kms. to the south. Wellesley occupied Obidos
on the night of the 16th August and early the following mor-
ning set out to attack and destroy Delaborde’s corps before it
could ke joined by Loison, whe was approaching from the east.

Roliga lies in the centre of a horseshoe-shaped plain, about
6 kms. long by 2-3 kms. wide, enclosed on three sides by hills
but open to the north.  Wellesley's plan was to turn both French
Nanks whilst demoenstrating against the centre. He divided his
force into 3 columns, sending 4.500 men and 6 guns, comman-
ded by General Ferguson, round the eastern hills: 1,350 Por-
tuguese under Colonel Trant went round by the west: and the
centre column, of 9.000 men and 12 guns, Wellesley kept under
his personal command. The flanking columns made their
approach under cover of the hills, invisible from the French
position, and Wellesley's column, starting some time later, mar-
ched down the middle of the valley. Whilst still about 3 kms,
from the French, it deployed for battle.

#The Frenchmen who wrote down their impressions soon
aflter the batile, agree that the display was magnificent. Scarlet
Lines moved forward, corrected their alignment as if on parade,
and then pressed on again. Wellesley seldom made a show
without some pratical reason. If the French had concentrated
on the spectacle in front of them, they would have fallen into
a trap. But Delaborde was a wveteran commander not easily
tricked and had observed Ferguson’s force to the easts.  {Weller)
Before he could be pinned down, Delaborde withdrew his guns
and infantry, covered by a cavalry screen, to a much sironger
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position about 2 kms. to the south, above the village of Colum-
beira on the top of the rugged ridge called the Heights of Roliga,
which forms the southern boundary of the horseshoe. The new
French position was on a plateau which slopes gently down
from west to east, each flank resting on deep clefts in the hills,
Between these the front appeared too steep to climb except where
three boulder-choked gullies, swept by French guns from the
top, reached back into the ridge.

The attached sketch map of «The attack upon the French
Position at Zambueira» (sic) is from Captain William Grenville
Eliot’s «A Treatise on the Defence of Portugal», published in
London in 1811, Eliot served in the Royal Artillery and, although
he does not record that he was present at this battle, it is probable
that he was, since he certainly took part in the battle of Vimeiro anly
4 days later. The sketch is informative and shows clearly the Ii ne;
of approach of the British units. Tn one respect the map appears
to be inaccurate; the French position on the Heights of Roliga was
said to be three-quarters of a mile wide {Weller) defending the heads
of the approach gullies. The distance in Eliot’s sketch is about
3 miles. Mapier's sketch map of the battle. «Cambat of Roriga
{sic) which is also attached, shows this feature maore accurately but
in other respects is not so informative. It does show correctly
the positions of Columbeira and Rolica, omitted by Eliot,

Om the French withdrawal Ferguson. through a misun-
derstanding, brought his eastern column down into the plain
to face the French right flank in their new position.  In spite
of this, and altough surprise could no longer be achieved Welles-
ley persisted in his original plan and ordered General Fane with
the Light Brigade to renew the outflanking movement in the
east, whilst Trant continued to work round the west. He deployed
his own centre foree along the foot of the ridge, General Hill’s bri-
gade on the right, General Nightingall’s in the centre and General
Catlin Craufurd’s on the left, with orders for their light troaps to
engage the enemy skirmishers defending the gullies until the forces
on the flanks had made sufficient progress to help a frontal attack,
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Now cccurred what Weller calls «one of those courageous
Blunders which happen frequently in the history of the British
army». Colonel Lake of the 29th. Worcestershire Regiment,
part of Nightingall's brigade, instead of skirmishing on the
lower slopes of the position as ordered, led four companies of
his battalion up the third gully from the west, just beyond the
village of Columbeira. Oman describes what happened: —

«Urged on by the rash courage of its Colonel, Lake, the
29th Regiment attacked some time before any other corps was
engaged. It pushed up a narrow. craggy path, the bed of a
dried-up mountain torrent, where in some places only 2 or 3 men
abreast could keep their footing; the further that the battalion
advanced, the more did the ravine recede into the centre of the
enemy and the 29th was soon being fired on from 3 sides.  The
right wing, which led, at last forced its way to the brow of the
hill and was able to depley in a more or less imperfect way and
to commence ifs fire. In front of it were a few companies of
the 4th Swiss, some of whom tried to surrender, calling out
that they were friends, turning up their musket butts, rushing
in to shake hands with the British. But before the 29th could
fully recover its formation, it was fiercely charged from the rear;
some of the French troops on the lower slopes of the position,
finding themselves likely to be cut off, formed in & dense mass
and rushed straight through the right wing of Colonel Lake's
regiment from behind, breaking it, killing its commander and
capturing 6 officers and some 30 of its rank and file whom they
took back with them in triumph. The 29th reeled down the
slope into the wood, where it reformed on its comparatively
intact left wing and then resumed the fight aided by the %th
{Norfolk Regiment), its supporting regiments, The comman-
ding officer of the 9th. Colonel Stewart, was mortally wounded,

Wellesley realised that severe fighting was now inevitable
and ordered an immediate general assault. The whole British
line moeved forward and the tide of battle quickly turned when
some units on the west found their way to the top of the ridge
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without serious opposition. The French continued to resist
stubbornly, particularly near their eastern flank where they
still hoped Loison's army might appear. Once the British forces.
advancing from the west along the ridge, carried the position,
Delaborde withdrew his infantry south eastwards through the
village of Zambujeira dos Carros. covered by his cavalry, Just
south of that village the French made a stand but their rear-
guard broke and fled, abandoning 3 of their 5 guns. Trant's
Portuguese did not succeed in making contact with the enemy.

Wellesley did not press the pursuit; he was weak in cavalry
and had received intelligence that Loison was only 5 miles away.
He had heard that expected reinforcements for his army were
off the coast and he wished to be in a position to cover their
landing. The British army bivouacked for the night just south
of the battlefield.

The French casualties, of whom one was General Dela-
borde, wounded, were estimated at 700, including 100 prisoners
taken, against a total of 485 suffered by the British. Only about
5,000 men of Wellesley's army were actively engaged with the
enemy in the action,
~ Wellesley did not claim a complete victory. In his official
dispatch to Viscount Castlereagh he writes the ENEMy ... SUc-
ceeded in effecting his retreat in good order, owing principally
to my want of cavalry, and secondly, to the difficulty of brin-
ging up the passes of the mountains, with celerity, a sufficient
number of troops and of cannon Lo support those who had first
ascendeds.

In a letter written 2 days after the battle to his brother
William, included in «Wellington at War: 1794-1815. (War-
-time letters not in Dispatches)s by Antony Brett-JTames, Wellesley
enlarged on the reasons for his failure to destroy Delaborde’s
forces; «Three mistakes prevented (the battle) from producing
the entire destruction of Delaborde’s corps. The first, when
General Ferguson was ordered to descend the heights instead
of continuing his march to turn the enemy’s left in the moun-

20

tains, This was not committed by me. The second was that
Lake went up the wrong pass; he ought to have gone up that
on his right; he hurried his men. did not clear the pass of the
enemy by his light infantry before he entered with his column;
and he hurried his attack before the 5th regiment or any other
troops ascended the passes to support him.

«The third was a misfortune rather than a fault. We could
not find the road by which to bring up our artillerv and a body
of regularly formed infantry. If we had had them early Dela-
borde could not have retreated and in fact he ceased his attacks
as soon as he saw our guns and fresh infantry advance. But
it was then too late to do anything: the day was worn out: and
he had got a start of 3 miles which I should never have recovered»,

In answer to a request for a contemporary description of
the battle, Lieut. Colonel J. D, Ricketts. .5.0., I.P., of the
Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters Regiment (29th/45th
Foot) kindly sent from Regimental Headquarters the following
colourful description of the battle, extracted from the «History
of the 29th (Worcestershire) Foots by Major H. Everard: —

«On reaching the plain in fron of that town (Obidos), the
whaole army was formed in a mass, each brigade in contiguous
columns of battalions at hall distance., After a short halt, an
order was received for all the women and baggage to go to the
rear, and for the troops to stand to their arms. The enemy’s
position having in the meantime been reconnoitred. and the
final dispositions for an attack had been made, the army was
again put in motion. Soon after passing through Obidos, the
various columns of attack struck off into different routes, and
MNightingall’s brigade, with the 2%h TFeoot leading, proceeding
along the main road, marched direct for the enemy. Drawn
up in line, on an elevated plain beyond the village of Mamed,
with Columbeira i rear of their lelt, were discovered two batta-
lions of the French 70th Regiment of the Line,
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«A momentary halt was now made, and the 29th and 2nd
having deployed into line, the men were ordered to prime and
load. Then, with shouldered arms, and in perfect order, these
regiments advanced until the red tufts, and even the enemy’s
faces, were easily distinquished.

#«On Dr. Guthrie asking what was his place on such an
cccasion, he was told it was seven paces in rear of the colours.
Colonel Lake, who was about the same distance in fromt of
them, now turned round, and called out, ‘Gentlemen, display
the colours’. The colours flew, and shortly afterwards he again
turned round and addressed the line thus, ‘Soldiers, I shall remain
in front of you, and remember that the bayonet is the only weapon
for a British Soldier!".

«On arriving at the position where the French were first seen.
it was found that their right was filing to the rear, and that their
left had retired through Columbeira, ta their principal position
on the heights of Roliga, which commanded the village. To
attack these heights, five columns had been formed, and to each
was assigned the carrying of a pass. The forcing of the 3rd or
centre one was entrusted to Nightingall's brigade. The 82nd
regiment was ordered to another point of attack, and on the
right of the 29th again meeting the road, it advanced in column
of sections through Columbeira — Colonel Landmann states: —
"On reaching the main road, the 29th regiment was at this moment
coming up with Lieut. Colonel the Honble, G. Lake, at their
head, the band playing a country dance. Lake was mounted
on a complete charger, nearly 17 hands high, with a famous
long tail, and was dressed in an entire new suit, even his leathers.
boots, hat, feather, epaulettes, sash. etc., being all new, and
his hair powdered and queued, his cocked hat placed on his
head square to the front, and, in fact, accoutred in the sirictest
accordance with the King's Regulations.

«I was so struck with the marked distinction between the
29th regiment and all others then with the army, that 1 could
not refrain from observing to Lake, *Well, Colenel, you are
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dressed as if you were going to be received by the King! — Lake
smiled and replied with a dignified air. *Egad, sir, il am killed
today, T mean to die like a gentlemany,

wIn passing through Columbeira the 29th became T!'ILICh
exposed to the fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters on the l:nelghtsx
and to a cannonade of round shot from the left; this being the
case, the left wing was ordered to march round the village to
the left, and thus it did not reach the entrance of the pass until
a considerable time after the right wing.

«On the Light company being detached (with those of the
Sth oand 82nd, the whole under command of Major Andtiew
Creagh of the 291h) with the object of making a denmnstratlmn
against a pass further to the right, some of the old grenadiers
called out, “We can do it as well as them, colonel!” but Colonel
Lake replied, ‘Never mind, my lads. Let the ‘Light bobs’
lather them first, we will shave them afterwards’.

«Having passed through the wvillage, the right wing of the
regiment turned to the left through some vineyulrds, and advan-
ced along the foot of the heights in order to gain the pass, and
during this movement it became necessarily exposed to a flank
fire, from which it suffered considerably,

«On approaching the pass, it was found to be extremely
steep and narrow, and being overhung with rock and groves,
it afforded excellent cover to the enemy’s light troops, whilst
in some places, only two or three men could ascend at a time.
About halfway up. there was a small olive grove in which the
men were halted to form, and ordered to take off their haver-
sacks, great coats, etc., which was done under hot [ire.

It hwas about that time that Colonel Lake, who was leading
the attack at the head of his grenadiers. had his horse shot under
him, upon which Major Gregory Way dismounted and gave
him the charger he was riding, «Black Jacks. which had been
lent him by the Colonel.

wAfter clearing the narrow defile, the right wing reached
some open but thinly wooded ground, and in order to make
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room for the left wing to form up when it should arrive, the
leading companies, already much reduced in numbers, were
obliged. under a heavy fire, to take ground to the right: The
officers then lost no time in forming their men in line, and the
remains of the three or four companies having advanced, pained
the heights,

«Some of the enemy who had been lining a broken fence,
then suddenly rose up and opened fire, upon which Colonel
Lake called out. ‘Don't fire, men; don't fire: wait a little, we
shall soon charge!” These were nearly his last words, Fm:, as
he was moving towards the left to superintend the prolongation
of the line, he was shot by one of the French skirmishers, and
{:E]nck Jacks, wha galloped into the French lines, was taken
prisoner. and became the property of General Delaborde.

‘ «The right, not receiving any orders to advance, now opened
lire, and some of the enemy in front of the extreme right, either asa
rl..|se, or in eamest, called out that they were poor Swiss, and
did not want to fight the English; some were actually shaking
hands, and a parley ensued during which the French lruop;
(Ist battalion, 70th) which had been posted on the side of the
ravine, finding that it had been forced, and that they were likely
to be cut off, began to retire, and coming in rear of the r[gh't
of the 29th, dashed through, carrying with them Major Way
(who was dismounted, and whose sword had been broken b;-
a ball), five other officers. | sarjeant, | drommer, 32 rank and
_ﬁl¢.1 Owing to this accident, and the tremendous fire now pourced
in from all sides, there were butl three officers remaining with
the‘righl wing, one of whom was Lieut. Charles Leslic, The
Senior Officer, Major Thos. Egerton, seeing the impossibility
of making an effectual resistance with the few men remainlng-
l‘}TdEl‘Ed: them to fall back, and under cover of the wood, aWai;
the arrival of the left wing, which was fast advancing. The
enemy, on observing this, set up a shout, and then, but not till
Ilhen, advanced, as if with the intention of charging. Some
individuals on both sides got mixed. and had personal encoun-
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ters with the bayonet: but the French did not venture to press,
or follow,

«0On being joined by its left wing, and supported by the Sth
Foot, which had been sent to reinforce it as soon as it was found to
be so seriously engaged, the regiment pushed forward, regained
the dangerous footing above, and succeeded in maintaining the
position against all attacks. The 29th was then halted, and on
mustering the regiment, it was found that those who had been
taken prisoners all belonged to the 3rd and 4th right companies.

«lt may here be added, that one of the men who had been
punished the previous day, scorning to remain in the rear while
his regiment was engaged, gallantly broke away from the hospital
sarjeant, joined his company, and fought most daringly against
the enemy.

«The enemy having taken up a good position, and reformed
in order of battle, strong picquets were posted in front and rear,
Orders were then received for the regiment to remain accoutred,
and ready to fall in at & moment’s notice.

wAmong the men who escorted the prisoners to Lisbon,
were two brothers named Bellegarde, one a «sous-officiers, the
other a private. Both laid claim to having shot poor Colonel
Lake. The wsous-officiers insisted that it was he who did it,
and that he was lying behind a bush when he fired seven shots
at the colonel, who was in front of his men superintending their
forming in line. Once he observed that he seemed to stagger
as if hit, but it was only at the seventh shot that he fell,

«It is probable that this was correct, for the colonel was
slightly wounded in the back of his neck, but the ball that killed
him passed through from side to side beneath the arms. Major
Campbell, A.D.C, to Sir Arthur Wellesley, being near when
the colonel fell, immediately went up and expressed a hope that
he was not seriously wounded. Colonel Lake lifted up his eyes,
took Major Campbell’s hand. which he pressed with all his
remaining strength, and soon expired. The body was then
covered with a cloak, and after the action removed for interment.
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«The spot where this gallant officer was buried is marked
by a plain square stone monument, surmounted by a cross of
the same material, bearing on one of its sides the following
appropriate inscription: —

Sacred

to the Memory of Liewt-Cal. Lake
of the 29th Rept

who fell at the head of his Corps

im driving the Enemy from the heights
of Columbeira
on the 17th August, 1808
This Monument is Erected by his Brother Officers
as a Testimony of their Regard and Esteem

«The expenses of the above memorial, as well as of a handsome
tablet erected in the north-west tower of Westminster Abbey,
were defrayed by a subscription of so many days' pay from the
officers, non-commissioned officers. drummers, and privates of
the regiment.

«The end of a more humble, though as brave, a soldier
should also be mentioned, viz, that of Sarjeant-Major Richards,
who seeing his Colonel fall, stood over defending him, until
he himself fell wounded in thirteen places by shot and bayonet,
Dr. Guthrie, who gave him some water in his dying moments,
said his last words were, «I should have died happy, if our gallant
colonel had been spared» a sentiment shared by almost every
wounded man of the regiments.

Killed, Wounded and Missing of the 29th Foot in the Battle
of Roliga, 17th August, 1808

KiLtep — 1 Lieut, Colonel, 2 Sarjeants, 31 Rank and File

WOoUNDED — 1 Major, 3 Captains, 4 Lieutenants, 6 Sarjeants.
105 Rank and File

Missing  — 1 Major. 2 Captains, 5 Lieutenants, | Sarjeant,
I Drummer, 32 Rank and File
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«In the «Broad Arrow» of the 2nd October, 1886, is the
following paragraph: -

‘O this occasion the brunt of the fight was borne by the
29th Regiment. which was considered one of the finest
corps in the army. It is recorded that the men of the regi-
ment fought in queues, and powdered hair, and carrying
hairy packs of a pattern long forgotten: and the officers in
cocked hats worn athwartships. in the fashion of the pre-
ceding decade’s.

[n answer to an enquiry as to what happened to the pri-
soners taken by the French. Lieut, Colonel Ricketts replied, in
a letter dated 30th April, 1973: —

«We have a letter here written by Major Way, who was
captured at Roli¢a from *On Board the Vasco da Gama’, a Por-
tuguese 74 gun ship on the Tagus, so the prisoners were obviously
taken to Lisbon and kept on board ship.

«They were released at the Convention of Cintra and rejoined
their regiment».

(Part of the Portuguese fleet had joined ships of the British
navy in escorting the Portuguese Royal Family to Rio de Janeiro
just before Junot occupied Lisbon in November 1807, The
ships which did not get away were taken over by Junot but
were returned when the French were expelled from Portugal
a year later).

(Sources consulted: «Wellington in the Peninsulars by
Jack Weller, London 1962; «A History of the Peninsular Wars
by Sir Charles Oman, Oxford 1903-30; «Wellington at War 1794-
-1815» by Antony Brett-James, London, 1961: «The Dispatches
of Field Marshal the Duke of Wellingtony (Gurwood) London
1837; «History of the War in the Peninsulars, Napier, London,
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1828; «Wellington's Peninsular Victoriess, Michael Glover.

London, 1963

# &

The battlefield of Rolica can be reached from Lishon or
Sintra without difficulty and the course of the battle may be
followed with the aid of the two maps attached. The excursion
takes about 8 hours by car if a picnic lunch is taken. A suggested
way of reaching the battlefield is to make for the town of Bom-
barral some 24 kms. north of Torres Vedras on road number 8
out of Lisbon.

About the middle of the town, some 200 yards past the easily
recognised Camara Municipal (Town Hall) on the left, take a
road to the lefl, Rua Luiz de Camdes, which bends back at an
angle of almost 180°, for the village of Zambujeira dos Carros,
some 5 kms. from Bombarral. Most of this village lies on the
right (east). of the road. Take the first tarmac turning to the
right. The tarmac soon becomes cobbles of progressive roughness
and finally is an unpaved farm track passable for automobiles.
After leaving the village, pass a windmill on the right and then
take a fork to the right, leaving two windmills, close together,
on the left. A few hundred yards ahead Lake's monument
will be come upon suddenly at a crossroads, If it is necessary
to ask the way, the monument is known as «A Cruz Brancay.
Distance, after leaving the main road in Zambujeira, to the
monument about 2 kms. The monument has recently been
restored (1972} by the Portuguese Army — the cross repaired,
stone paving relaid and iron railing replaced. It is of unique
interest in that it is the only known monument on a battle-field
in Portugal commemorating an individual British soldier killed
in action during the Peninsular War,

In order to make directions clearer, some explanations of
Eliot's map are necessary. It will be seen he shows the Heights
of Rolica bounded by a road which runs north through the
village of Villa Verde, through the western gorge marking the
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left of the French position; then it turns east along a stream in
front of the position and then south round the French right
and on through the village of Zambujeira, thus enclosing the
French position in a loop on 3 sides. The northern front of
the Heights is pierced by 3 gullies between the 2 outer ravines
through which the road passes, making 5 approach routes up
which the British troops were to attack. These we will number 1
to 5 from west to east.  Lake's monument is situated at the top
{south) end of the gully number 2, slightly to the east.

W.N.W. from Lake’s grave, about 1,000 yards distant, will
be seen another cross prominent on the highest point in the
neighbourhood. It bears no inscription and has nothing to
do with the batle. Tt is situated at the northern end of the
high ground between gullies | and 2,

Between the two crosses is a wide ravine running northward
down to the plain. This is gully number 2 and is the easiest
access of the three central gullies, with ample room for deploy-
ment in its upper reaches. This is the gully Lake should have
ascended. Eliot’s map shows that no troops went up it but
it is probable the 5th (Northumberland Fusiliers), used it when
the general assault was ordered. This gully is easy to go down
on foot from Lake's grave to the plain.

After examining the neighbourhood of Lake's monument,
take the eastern arm of the crossroads and walk for about half
a mile branching off on to a rough rocky knoll on the right,
from which a panoramic view up the horseshoe valley towards
Obidos can be obtained. From here the strength of the French
position can readily be appreciated. Tt is possible to identify
the French first position, just north of Roliga. The knoll divides
the 2nd gully, just visited, from the 3rd, up which Lake actually
led his regiment. The village of Columbeira is today built right
up to the foot of the ridge and notice should be taken of a modern,
pagoda-like house just below the knoll, as a landmark.

For it is now suggested the position be viewed from the
plain. Return to the car at Lake's grave and drive back to
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Zambujeira and turn right on to the Bombarral road. Here
turn right again and this will take you through gully number 1,
the left of the French line, It is a formidable position. Tumn
right through Columbeira. The road, which may not at first
be selected from the jumble of lanes, runs eastward by a stream
along the foot of the ridge. The pagoda-like house is on this
road and can be spotted without difficulty. It is opposite the
entrance to Lake's gully, number 3. Here leave the car.

The enthusiast who decides to follow in the 29th’s footsteps
should be prepared for a rough but interesting scramble. The
path is little more than a goat track, boggy in places in wet
weather. Frequent stops are usually necessary, if only to wonder
how Lake rode a fully-accoutred charger up such a place, and
to ponder the courage and persistence of the troops who finally
forced a way to the top, fired on from 3 sides.

On the flat ground at the top of the gully it is possible to
make a sweep to the left and finally come to the top end of Zam-
bujeira. From there, taking a turning to the left by the chapel,
one will find oneself on the eastern arm of the loop road and,
by following it down gully 5, return to where the car was left.
But this is an ambitious expedition, especially on a first visit.
An alternative is to retrace one’s steps down gully 3, turn eastwards
at the bottom and follow the road, which now has signs of ancient
paving, up gully 5. The paving continues into Zambujeira
and this is the road up which the British guns were finally
taken. The road, very narrow, is not used today and is in a
ruinous state,

On returning to the car go northwards through Colum-
beira to Rolica: the French first position is easily spotted just
north of the village but it is not impressive. There are several
points from which one can look back to view the Heights and
appreciate the strength of the position on which Delaborde pre-
pared to stand.

Turning right through Roliga one rejoins road N.° 8 turning
right again for Lisbon.
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A feature which may strike a visitor to Columbeira as odd
is that here, the scene of a battle in which the defeated enemy
was an invading French army. the principal square in the village
should be called «Praga dos Herdis da Franga» (Square of the
Herces of France). On enquiry as to how this name originated
it was explained that the Heroes commemorated are the Portu-
guese troops who fought in France in 1917-18,

The battle-field is today closely cultivated farm-land and
care should be taken not to go in parties of more than 3 or 4 cars
at a time. The peasants are friendly and hospitable and take
a certain pride in the «Cruz Branca», which is today on the edge
of an apple orchard. They say that musket balls are still turned
ap at every ploughing and they will sometimes be induced to
produce examples, the small French ball and the heavier British.

NOTE:

Since the above sccount of the Battle of Rolica was first
published [urther details of what happened to the prisoners
taken by the French have been gleaned from the records of the
29th Worcestershire Regiment.

After capture on the afternoon of 17 August the party of
sik officers and thivty four other ranks were marched down to
Lisbon and confined on board the «Vasco da Gamas in the Tagus.
Their imprisonment was not, however, of long duration. One
of the officer prisoners related that when General Junot returned
to Lisbon after the Battle of Vimeiro, which was fought on
21 August and was followed by the armistice (Convention of
Cintra) by which the French army agreed to leave Portugal,
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he was very friendly to the British officers, and invited them to
dine with him every night at the Palicic do Conde de Farrobo
in the Largo da Quintella.

«The dinner service was all silver plate and dessert
was served completely on gold (probably the property of the
Conde).  In short it was the most splendid thing of the kind |
ever sal down to. There were about 20 French officers, high
in rank, in the party, who were all very attentive, Gene-
ral Junot himsell was equally so.

«0n the morning of the 12th September the 29th and
50th regiments marched into Lisbon and took post in the
Campo de Sant” Anna. The French occupied all the lower
part of the town, with loaded cannon pointing up each
street leading to it.  British officers were much amused by
a proclamation posted on all the walls announcing that
Junot had defeated the English and that the 29h and %th
had been cut to peces.

On the fourteenth the regiment marched out of Lishon to
Picoas,

The following day & guard under the command of General
Cameron was sent to take possession of St. George's Castle,
and the 2%th, with colours flying and band playing, proceeded
to the Rocio to relieve all the Fremch posts in that quarter
Three companies of the 29th marched from the Rocio to the
square in front of the Arsenal (Pelourinho) and were drawn up
in line opposite the principal entrance through which the French
troops had to pass to get to the boats waiting at the wharfs to
take them to the transports.

Several of the French officers were so grateful for the pro-
tection which had been afforded to them that they made presents
of their chargers to the officers of the covering party.

The 29th were quartered in the Convent of 8io Domingos
in the Rocio, with one company at 5t, George's Castle.

a2

-

Members of the Society on a recent visit to the battlefield
of Roliga were sorry to find that a macadamised road had been
constructed in the middle of the ravine up which Colonel Lake
led his regiment, completely obliterating the rugged features
with which the 29th had had to contend.

The new road fulfils no apparently useful purpose as, in
the next ravine two hundred vards away, there still exists the
road up which the British guns were conveved during the battle.
It is today usable only as a mule-track or footpath but could
have been repaved.

It is thought that the intention of the local authorities was
to «improves the area as a tourist attraction, in view of the revived
interest which has recently been shown in the battlefield through
the activities of this Society.
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