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Obituary – Terry Weineck 

Terrence Graham Weineck, O.B.E., my immediate predecessor as organiser of the Porto 

Branch of the British Historical Society of Portugal and known by all simply as “Terry”, has sadly 

died at the age of 85. 

Many have known him for far longer than I, for I first came into contact with him when I began 

attending St.James’ Anglican Church, Porto, at the very end of 2010, the year of my retirement. 

He was at that time Congregational Worship Leader, and took a major part in conducting the 

Sunday morning services.  

Terry was born in 1937 in Brakpan, South Africa, close to Johannesburg. His family was of quite 

humble origins, and he has one younger brother, Winston. As a boy he was keenly interested in 

football, cars, motorbikes and philately, and ‘collecting’, not just stamps, remained a (healthy) 

obsession with him throughout his life. At school, Geography and Chemistry were his favourite 

subjects, and he later gained various qualifications in paint chemistry, which led to a long career 

in the paint industry, first near Johannesburg, then in Lourenço Marques, Mozambique, and after 

the April 1974 Revolution in Durban, S.A.  

Long before that Terry had married Jenny, a qualified teacher, whom he had known from a young 

age in Johannesburg. He was studying there and she was doing her teacher training. They married 

in 1958, and their eldest son Graeme was born soon afterwards. They moved to Lourenço Marques 

in 1960. Their life there was a very happy one, until the months, weeks and days leading up to 

and beyond the April 25th Revolution, when having lost their house and their jobs, the Weinecks 

had to move back to South Africa in 1975. Those times were far from smooth and easy, for them 

and for many. 

In 1980, three of the family,Terry, Jenny and Wayne (the youngest son) moved to Portugal, Terry 

having been offered a job managing the Valentine paints company in Porto. The two eldest sons, 

Graeme and Gary, remained in S.A. studying at university. Terry lived at least half his life in the 

“Cidade Invicta”, where he was very happy, and his sojourn there was the longest time he spent 

in any one place. His son Graeme writes that he had become a true Portuguese citizen long ago, 

and loved this country, its people, its culture, its food and many other attributes. He would boast 

to Graeme about Portugal on his visits to him in  Britain, especially when Portugal beat England 

at football!! 

Terry was very strict with his sons, but was very kind and caring at the same time. He was strong 

in his views and firm in his opinions, but wise and sensible in equal measure, and over the years 

many relied on and benefited from his guidance.  He loved St. James’ Church and everything 

about it and, though not British, he became a very strong Anglican. For many years the church 

members relied on his directing and guiding hand.   He also played a notable part in the Church 

and Diocesan synods over many years, being apppointed “Lay Chairman of the Standing 

Committee of the Synod of the Archdeaconry of Gibraltar”- quite a mouthful – and he was also a 

member of the Diocesan Synod.   He was well respected in those roles, and was also on the 

St.James’ Church Council. For his services to the British Community in Portugal (not just to the 

Church community), Terry was awarded an honorary OBE. 

Terry was very much in love with his wife Jenny, and cared for her for several years when she 

sadly developed Alzheimers, after having had a responsible position in teaching at OBS, Oporto 

British School. When she died he was devastated, and paid for and had installed a stained glass 

window of “The Good Shepherd”, which is over the main entrance door at the west end of the 

church. About 9 years ago, he was also largely responsible for the building of the marvellous and 

spacious Well House extension, which has become so indispensable in the life of the church 
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community. He also tidied up and transferred the church archives and built shelves to house them, 

preparing two offices on each side of the entrance lobby for the use of the former priest and his 

associate in 2018. He deserves credit for all the hard carpentry and painting work he did at that 

time. I can vouch for that, as whenever I went to practise the organ, Terry was hard at work. 

I recall his encouragement and kindness in other little ways. As Church organist and Music co-

ordinator in 2017, I realised that the organ needed a major overhaul, and Terry was very 

supportive in persuading the Church Council to agree the necessary funds for an organ repairer 

from the original organ builders to come over from Holland with his wife, van, caravan and tackle, 

and spend a week camping in the church grounds while the organ received a thorough overhaul. 

I shall never forget that very interesting week! And Terry was present for much of the time, 

assisting in whatever way he was able to. 

So Terry was by no means all paint and church!  He was a handyman in many ways. As we have 

stated, he was a collector, principally of vintage cars, of which he had several. He apparently 

knew all there was to know about cars, and could carry out many repairs and modifications 

himself. He was indeed a man of many parts 

Seven years ago he and Annie (Baker) got to know each other better, and formed a meaningful 

and loving relationship, and Annie writes that she learnt so much from him, and I am sure that 

she was also his guiding hand and helped to restore his positive attitude to life after Jenny’s 

decease. So a true Scot and a true South African came together to form a happy “Portuguese” 

union for some years, both having lived in Portugal for a very long time. 

Finally, an important reference must be  made to the British Historical Society of Portugal and to 

the Oporto Cricket and Lawn Tennis Club, where Terry was not only a stalwart member,but was 

president for many years. and where he organised Monday lunches (on the first Monday of each 

month) for members of the British Community (not just of the Club or the Church). Anyone could 

attend after providing their name and intention to lunch there. And when Pat Sinclair retired in 

the summer of 2015, having done an excellent job as organiser and chairperson of the Northern 

Branch of the British Historical Society of Portugal, she asked Terry to take over, and he duly 

complied with her request, and organised the branch and set up meetings from 2015 to 2019.  

Then COVID descended and regrettably put a stop to all social, cultural and educational activies 

for the next two years. It was only a month or so ago that I got a phone call out of the blue from 

Terry.  Would I be willing to take up the mantle and the cudgels and become the new Porto Branch 

organiser?  I was privileged to have a meeting with him (and with Annie) at the Club only three 

months ago (February). Little did I then know that it would be the last time I ever spoke to and 

with Terry. He offered to give me his full backing, assistance and support for as long as he was 

able. I was not to know that that ability would be so short lived. Fortunately Terry and Annie 

were able to attend our first meeting on 21st April, where he was presented by the Lisbon 

chairman, Edward Godfrey, with a gift for his services to the Society. 

His funeral took place fittingly at St. James’ Church on Monday morning, 9th May, and he was 

committed for burial in the British Cemetery there, which for many years he had also taken 

responsibility for. 

 

Rest in Peace, Terry. 

 

AKD 


