PORTUGAL IN 1730
by The Rev. John Swinton

edited with an introduction by Dr. Jeremy Black,
University of Durham, Department of History

A hitherto unknown travel journal provides use ful informa-
tion on the impression made by Portugal upon an academic
British visitor in 1730, The account is of particular value as few
British travellers visited Portugal in this period and fewer still
loft records.! When in 1728 the sccond Duke of Richmond
informed him that he intended to visit Iberia, James O'Hara,
Lord Tyrawly, the British Envoy Extraordinary at Lisbon from
1728 to 1741, replied. "Point for point, I think Spain and Portugal
excite one’s curiosity more than any other countries, as being
the least known. and quite out of the Old John Trotl beaten,
pack horse road of all travellers, and will make vou as famous
{0 latest Posterity. as Dampier. Sir John Mandeville. Hackluyt.
or Fernand Mendez Pinto.”,

One of the major factors restricting travel 10 Portugal was
the problem of accessibility. The roads in Theria were far from
good, but more serious was the lack of facilities for travellers.
In the autumn of 1729 the British diplomat William Stanhope
travelled from Paris to Seville. At Bayonne he wrote of it being
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impossible for me, or anybody else (without going post on
horseback) to travel fast in Spain, where one is obliged to Eo
on with the same set of mules for a hundred leagues ?ﬂgether‘
Subsequently he complained of a lack of post horses between
Bayonne and Madrid.” The previous February the London polit-
ical journal, The Political State of Great Britain carried an
anonymous letter from Lisbon by a correspondent who had just
1'eturpec[ from witnessing the meeting of the Portuguese and
Spanish royal families at Badajoz. in which he wrote, ‘I neve]‘
underwent more hardship in travelling’.”.

Furthermore, there was little to attract British visitors to Por-
tugal. John V's building schemes were not widely known; Lisbon
was not regarded as an important mecea for travellers for cultural
social and religious reasons. The sexual opportunities which John
Swungn foulnd in Lisbon in November 1730 could be more pleas-
antly investigated in Paris or Venice. The political and religious
atmosphere of Lisbon, autocracy and Baroque Christianity wnls
regarded as alien. In 1726 Charles Brockwell had pubiishe:j his
The Natural and Political History of Portugal, which drew causal
connections between Catholicism, autocracy, want, poverty, and
‘the constant concomitants of sloth and idleness’.. .

~ Few therefore visited Lisbon and those who did tended to be
intrepid travellers. In January 1729 when Tyrawly celebrated in
!.rshun the birthday of Frederick. Prince of Wales the cnmpam"
included the Duke of Richmond and the Earl of Radnor.” Neither
were typical tourists. Richmond, the holder of the French duchy
of Aubigny, was a frequent visitor to Europe who travelled
widely. Nevertheless his visit to Iberia in 1728-29 aroused sur-
prise. leading to unfounded rumours that he had been sent on
a diplomatic mission. Viscount Townshend wrote that he could
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not “well conceive what curiosity should lead his Grace so much
out of the usual road of travellers’.” Radnor was an inveterate
traveller who was to go from Vienna to Constantinople in 1730
via Buda and Belgrade. an extraordinary journey for an aristoc-
ratic British tourist.

Due to the difficulties posed by road travel in Iberia and the
inherent lack of interest in seeing Lisbon, most British visitors
(o the town came by sea, and most were en route to other places,
Richmond came from Gibraltar by sea, and the two visitors of
1730 who left records both came in British warships. George Hay.
Earl of Kinoull, visited Lisbon in January 1730 on his way to
take up his appointment as Ambassador in Constantinople. and
his brief letter describing his visit has recently been printed.” John
Swinton's account was far more substantial. Swinton was born
in Cheshire in 1703." He entered Wadham College Oxford as a
servitor. matriculating on October 10, 1719 and on June 30, 1723
he was elected a scholar. He graduated B.A, on December 1,
1723, He was instituted into the rectory of St. Peter-le-Bailey,
Oxford. On October 16, 1728 he was elected a [ellow of the
Royal Society. and on June 30, 1729 was chosen a probaticnery-
fellow of Wadham. After voyaging in the Mediterranean as chap-
lain to a warship in 1730-31, the subject of the journal discussed
in this article, Swinton became chaplain to the English factory
at Leghorn (Livorno). Finding the climate did not suit him he
returned to Oxford, His classical studies were interrupted in 1739
when he tried to suppress accusations that the Warden of
Wadham had carried out a homosexual assault on an under-
graduate. Swinton, the tutor of the student, was in turn accused
of sodomy. This episede. which is not discussed in the Dictionary
of National Biography entry for Swinton, led to extensive press
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interest. and a libel case before the Vice-Chancellor's court, in
which Swinton's accuser and colleague at Wadham, George
Baker. was forced to recant." On being appointed a prebendary
of St. Asaph in 1743 Swinton resigned his fellowship. but in 1745
he became Chaplain of Christ Church and in 1767 was elected
Keeper of the University Archives, He was a noted classical his-
torian. and died in 1777."

The account of his journey to Portugal can be found in the
first volume of a two-volume manuscript journal held in Wadham
College Library.” Entitled *A Diary or Daily Journal containing
all the most remarkable Accidents and Events that have happen'd
to me, and the most material Occurrencies and Observables that
have fallen under my Knowledge since July, 29th O.5. 17300,
this is a detailed and wide-ranging account that reflects Swinton's
curiosity and his interest in a large number of topics, ranging
from food to inscriptions. The intention of this article is to print
Swinton's account insofar as it relates to Portugal with the excep-
tion of minor points, principally maritime details. The account
is printed as in the original. The volume is unpaginated.

On 29 July Swinton was appointed the chaplain to HMS Fal-
mouth. commanded by the Honourable John Byng (c. 1704-57)
who was later to be shot at Portsmouth following his failure to
relieve Minorca. Swinton gained the permission of the Bishop
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of Oxford "to stay abroad as long as [ though proper’.” On 11
September the Falmouth, with Swinton on it, sailed from Green-
wich., Eighteen days later the Portuguese coast was sighted near
Lisbon and Mattenos Lopez. a local pilot, taken on board.

—allo—

‘Wednesday, 30. At 1 P.M. Mod, Gales and Cloudy, Wind
M. — 3, Wind. NNW. Run through the South Channel — brought
too and sent the Boat ashore for Product — 5, Anchor'd — 6,
veered away and moored a cable each way. Here are his Majesty’s
Ship Gibralter and two Packets, also a Dutch Merchant Ship
who saluted us with 7 Guns which we returned. The Brazil Fleet
came in and anchor'd at Bellem. Av 5 P.M. we past by Bellisle
a small Town and Palace three miles from Lisbon and the Con-
vents Buen Viage. Santa Catharing and San Joseph. at the same
Time we saw The Ciry of Lishon seated on the Tagus the Met-
ropolis of the Kingdom of Portugal. Betwixt this Flace and Bel-
lisle we were so near the shore that we easily saw The Marquess
de Marialva General of the Portugueze Forces in his Coach and
Six guarded on each side by 6 Horse. We also passed by the
Castle of Alcantara surrounded by a Trench and strongly fortified
on which were mounted several Canon, This night we had many
English Gentlemen come on Board, There were on the river
almost an Infinite Number of small Portugueze Fishing Boats
which were flat Bottomed Vessels called by the English Bean
Cads from their Figure which nearly resembles a Bean Cod, but
by The Portugueze Bulletas. *Tis incredible with what a Quantity
of Small Fish called Cerdinas these vessels supply the Town —
most of the poor People being supported by them: Notwithstand-
ing The Fryars are supplied Gratis and a pretty considerable Duty
is laid on them. This Night we had much Lightning and the
Weather was very Hot., Thursday, October, 1. At 3 P.M. Mr.
Norwood 3d Lieutenant and [ went into the City of Lisbon, we
walked over most FPart of the Town. particularly the Palace or
Terra de Pas — which is & Quadrangular Building having nothing
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magnificent in the outside. but has Rooms within, as we were
informed, very Rich and Curious. [ took Particular Notice of
the Window out of " which The Portugueze threw headlong Vas-
comcellos the Spanish Governor when they revolted from the
Spaniards in Favour of The Duke of Braganza in 1640 — We
took a Walk about 2 miles out of Town — The Country adjacent
te the Town is exceeding mountainous. but the Air is very pure
and wholesome — about half a League out of Town we found
a4 new Cross erccted in Honour of the blessed Virgin, because
she had appeared to two Portugueze upon that Place just before
— al our Return we viewed the Ttalian Church within, which is
adorned with very beautifull Paintings amongst the Rest there
is un esceeding pood Piece of Pope Damasus — Mem. The
churches here as in other Popish Countries, are always open and
abundance of People are hourly payving their Devotions in them
— we returned to our Ship about 8 — all this Dav was very hot
and in the Night much Lightning.

Friday, 2. This Dav T went on shore and visited Mr. Henry
Green an Irish Man who was a great Favourite of his Royval High-
ness Don Francisco Prince of Portugal and Brother to his Majesty
Joan,™ 5. He took me to an Irish Convent of Dominicans where
we were handsomely entertain’d by Father Kennady who shewed
us their Library which consisted cheifly of Schoolmen and Writers
of their own Order — however they had some Books of Note
as Morery’s Dictionary, Cardinal Ximenes's or The Cump!u[;n-
sian Bible etc. and one curiosity viz. an antient Bible writ in the
Irish Tongue and Character which bore some Resemblance to
the antient Saxon — The Room was very ordinary and the whole
Library scarce so valuable as The Worst C‘nll:,nc Library in
Oxford — Father Kennady seem’d very uneasy at The I\mn of
Portugal's having lately forced" two Portugueze Dominicans
upon Them. because he was very apprehensive that in Time they
would have a Majority and expel the Irish. He generously offered
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to accompany me to Malra a new Palace of the King of Portugal
7 Leagues from Lisbon, where a new Chapel was to be consce-
rated in a few Days, at which there was to be a vast Concourse
of Clergy and Nobility. At 7 I went on Board, all the night was
very Hot.

Saturday. 3. Nothing Remarkable happen'd to Day the
Stormy Rainy Weather confining me to the Ship — at Noon 1
dined with the Captain who then seemed disposed to go to Mafra
to wait upon the Conde de Mendoza Secretary of State to his
FPortugueze Majesty and the Marquess de Tavora, and encour-
aged me to go likewise — All the Night was very rainy as well
as the Day and vastly stormy so that we had much ado o get
any Provisions to Day.

Sunday, 4. This Morning I read Prayers and preached a Ser-
mon as usual, at 4 in the Afternoon we had Evening Service —
Many of our Officers to Day went on shore — a young Nun was
admitted to Day into the English Nunary named Miss Gibbons,
who came from Liverpool in
venemous Flies were very troublesome all this Thay and bit me
severaly in many Places,

Monday, 5. This Day I went on shore and found Mr. Crook-
shanks'” at Mr. Greens — we had much discourse concerning
the various Orders of the Romish clergy — at Six Capt. French
an Irishman just come from India gave us an account of a Negro
called Angria Jangria who is grown very powerfull in those Parts
having made himself Master of several Fortresses and has fitted
out several large ships of War, with which he very much annoys
the English East India Company and the Portugueze who — after
several fruitless Attempts not heing able to reduce him are oblig'd
to keep a squadron of Men of War in their own Defence — His
Power has been growing more and more formidable these Ten
years so that He is now able to bring into the Field an Army of
40000 Men and his Power encreases so fast that he may in Time
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endanger the Empire of the great Mogul unless he be Timely
reduced — He was formerly an English slave either at Bombay
or Fort 5t. George. About 7 tonight the Water of the Tagus
seemed to be Tull of Brilliant Diamends which made a fine shew
and in some Places there seemed to be a Track of Pallid Flame
some yvards long, The Lightning tonight was so prodigious that
the Heavens seemed To be all on a Flame.

Tuesday, 6. This Morning betwixt 8 and 11, we had such vio-
lent Gusts of Wind and the Ship Healed so much that T was
exceeding sick and was several Times near fainting, however bet-
wixt 11 and 12 it grew calmer. Nothing material happen’d to
Day because the wind continuing yet southerly [ could not go
on shore — 2 Portugueze men of war near us fired many shot
todav. a Swedish merchant man was tossed much with the Tem-
pestuous Weather this Morning — at Night 2 Dutch Merchant
Men came in.

Wednesday, 7. The Southerly Wind kept me still on Board,
several English Dutch and Portugueze Merchant Men came into
the Tagus To Day — To Day we had a yvoung kid brought in
for Dinner which The Portugueze call Cabarito, vast numbers
of "em being killed Daily in Lisbon, They are Exceeding delicious
Food nothing inferior to the most elegant Dish we have in Eng-
land, especially if they be fricassied the Day after they are killed.

Thursday. 8. At 11 This Morning I went on shore and dined
with Mr. Mayne a Scoteh Merchant — where | found Capt. Lane
Capt. of a Packet and several Masters of Scotch vessels, He had
just received a Letter from a Correspondent at Barcelona who
assured him that a marriage betwixt Don Carlos and a French
Lady was upon The Tapis.” | went afterwards 1o Mr. Greens
where 1 met with several Countrvmen. Mem. at 5 in the Evening
I met a Priest near the Terra de Pas repeating the Ave Maria,
at which above 300 People fell down all at once on their knees
to return God thanks for the Mercies of the Past Duay — This

18, The report was false. Don Carlos, son of Philip ¥ of Spain and his second
wife Elizabeth Farnese claimed the succession o the Duchies of Parma and
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is done every Day, and I must confess T think it very just and
am much pleased with it

Fridav, 9. This Dayv Nothing remarkable by Reason of my
continuing in the Ship. The afternoon was rainy. | read some in
Mr. Rapin de Thoyras History ol England — 2 Portugueze ships
fired much in the forenoon about 11 at night there came such a
Terrible Flash of Lightning as well nigh struck down all the Gent-
lemen upon Duty on the Quarter Deck. and was immediately
succeeded by such o violent Clap of Thunder as shook the whole
Ship and terrified most of the People in it.

Saturday, 1. This Morning 1 writ 3 Letters one to Dr.
Thistlethwayte another to Archdeacon Stubbs and a 3d to Lord
Carpenter — In the afternoon [ went to an English Coffee House
in Town and read some English Papers and The Madrid Gazette
which is much amaller than formerly it consisting only of 4 small
Pages. There was nothing curious or material in it, save an Adver-
tisement of a Piece lately translated out of Portugueze into Cas-
tilian by a Spanish Divine containing an Account of a miraculous
apparition of The Blessed Virgin — Happy certainly are these
People who are such Favourites of Heaven! I met our Purser at
Mr. Green’s and went of with him about 6.

Sunday. 11. This morning at 10 I read prayers as usual and
preached. Dined afterwards with the Captain. Many Gentlemen
went This Day on shore, Read Pravers again at 3 in the After-
noon. Supped at night with The Capt. and a Lieutenant of The
Gibraltar Man of War. This being The King of Portugal’s Birth
Day 4 Portugueze Men of War fired their Canon almost continu-
ally betwixe 11 and 12 and had their Ships richly adorned with
Ribbands and many costly Ormaments. This Day The Kings new
Church at Mafra was consecrated with much Pomp and Magnifi-
cence. We had news to Day That The Conde de Lizarraga a
Spanish Grandee was coming in a short Time to Lisbon for the
Benefit of the Air.

19, Warden of Wadham.
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Monday, 12. After Dinner™ Mr. Lining™ and I took a Walk
about 2 miles out of Town — in our way Home we visited an
English Munery — we had much conversation with an English
nun named Sister Walgrave — She had been there 20 years and
was of the County of Suffolk, she was a cheerfull pleasant Lady
and told us that their Nunery was but poor, that they all subsisted
cheifly by The King of Portugal's Charity they having no
Revenues belonging to their House. We were not admitted to
converse with her through a Grate because she had that Day
taken Physick, however she invited us to that sort of Conversation
some other Day. She was very inquisitive about the Affairs of
England and assured us that their Confinement was agrecable
they having a very pleasant spatious Garden — The Avenues to
This Nunnery were secured by such strong Doors and the Laws
in Portugal are so severe against all Intrigues with the Nuns (it
being Capital to attempt getting into a Nun's apartment) that no
Person but a Desperado would attempt to debauch ‘em even
tho' they themselves consented, which makes me beleive that
most of those stories we have in England about such Intrigues
are false. This Night I found on the Shore near the Romanados
two large fine stones being Species of The Trochites of Dr. Lister.
This night was very Hot, about 12 we had several Flashes of
Lightning.

Tuesday, 13. This Day Mr. Lining and I dined with The Revd
Mr. Simms Chaplain to The Factory™ here, where we found Mr.
Trelawney™ son to Sir Jonathan Trelawney late Bishop of Win-
chester; we had here several ridiculous Stories of the Portugueze.
particularly that most even of the learned deny the Circulation
of the Blood, the Motion of the Earth and most received Notions
amongst modern natural Philosophers — They are so proud with
Regard to their Dress that even the meanest Mechanicks will
appear with their long Spadas and Dressed in Velvet with
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Diamond Buttons to their Shirts, which Plenty of Diamonds is
occasioned by a new Mine being discovered lately in Brazil —
out of which they say no less than a vast Quantity amounting to
the Value of £600000 Sterling have been brought to Lisbon in
the last Flota (vid. supra Sept. 29). The Portugueze are very
complaisant and are wrought upon more by outward Respect
and Civility than by Presents, Tonight we went of in a Portugueze
Fregate which cost us 12 vintanes in our Coin £0 1s 6d.

Wednesday. 14, All this Day was excessive Hot — Don Fran-
cisen de Portugal passed by us to Day, at Night Mr, Lining
inform’d me that The Portugueze had seized one of our men for
a Robbery and confined him in the Truck (a Dismal Prison full
of Vermin where they are allowed one Vintame a Day for Suste-
nance) The Capt, supped with us to night and told us vt the
Conde de Villa Nova had engaged him the succeeding Day.

Thursday. 15. Mr. Lining and [ went on shore this Morning
— at 11 walking upon the Top of a Hill just out of Town we
had a beautifull Prospect of The city of Lisbon — This Day we
had advice that Lord Tyrawly Envoy here had used one of The
Merchants very roughly — at Night we were carried of to our
Ship — The weather was very Tempestuous at 9 — This night
we had much Lightning with some Thunder — several large
Fishes appeared near us.

Friday, 16, Remained all this Day in the Ship — At 4 in the
Afternoon 2 Irish and 2 Portugueze Priests came on Board who
had never heard of Sir lsaae Newton or any of our Noted
Astronomers and Mathematicians assuring us that even the
Jesuits in this City little cultivated these Studies and that the
Best Mathematician in Lisbon owed his Learning to a Mathemat-
ical Master of an English Man of War — they were much afraid
of reading any of our Books and having just Open’d them shut
them with Precipitation — The Capt. To Day dined with The
Consul — This Day Lining and I went into The Inguisition which
is one of the Best Buildings in Lisbon but did not stay long being
assured that twas Dangerous to continue there. We saw two
Coaches in the Court but no living Soul therein — The Grates
weare very Dismal to behold and the Rooms seem’d very Dirty
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and melancholy.

Saturday, 17. This Day nothing remarkable. only we hought
a huge Mullet for Three Shillings enough to satisly 12 Men, These
Fish are very Delicious and are taken in The Tagus frequently
either under or close by the Ships "tis fully described by Aldrovan-
dus and Gesner in his Treatise de Piscib. p. 107, This Evening
The Surgeon of the Gibralter Supped with us, when we dis
coursed much of The Nohility of Genoa, which are either antient
which were created before the 16th Century of Modern created
sinee These don't keep Company with Each other,

Sunday. 18. Read Prayers this Morning at 11} und Preached
for Mr. Simmes in The Factory Chappel in the Envoy’s House.
which is a Beautifully painted Room up 2 Pair of Stairs before
vou come into it there is an Anti-Chappel next to which the Men
sit altogether — but The Ladies sit altogether near the Pulpit
— They have no Psalms sung here The Court of Portugal desiring
them to omit vt Part of ye Service for fear of raising the Mob
so superstitious and bigotted are The Portugueze! After Service
is Ended The Gentlemen retire into the Anti-Chappel and there
expect The Ladies who walk through them and then they mutu-
ally pay their Respects to each other. This Custom 1 thought
something strange. At Night as we return’d Home we met a
Corpse going to be interred, Mem. All The Portugueze that are
Capable of purchasing them bury their Dead in the Habit of a
Clergyman and carry 'em in state to The Grave without any Cof-
fin — This seem’d to me a strange Custom. At 7 | went on
board in a Portuguerze Fregate,

Monday, 19. From Ten till Two to Day the Thunder and
Lightning was so terrible that I never saw any Thing like it. the
Flashes of Lightning succeeded one another so quickly that it
seemed one continued Flash and often looked like a long flaming
sword as ‘s pictured and described by Milton and others and
the Thunder was so loud and violent that it occasion’d almost
one continued Concussion in the Ship and very much terrified
most of the People in Her — 1 confess I was not a little affected
with it as seeming to represent something of the Terrors and
Power of The Almighty. though to those who have been in the
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Mediterranean, where such storms are frequent, it appeared less
terrible. At 12 we had some Portugueze Cucumbers brought on
Board very Green and twice as big as any | ever saw in England
— The Remaining Part of the Day we spent as agreeably as the
Season would permit,

Tuesday, 20, This Day I dined with the Revd. Mr. Simmes
and Mr. Trelawney — They informed me ¥t The Portugueze
Nohility are so richly attired that They spend all their Money in
fine Cloaths which The king encourages that he may impoverish
them and consequently make himself more absolute — They are
very awkward in making Entertainments for which Reason they
seldom invite the English Persons of Distinction Notwithstanding
they are frequently invited by them — at 6 | went on Board
after having just called at Harry Green's — "tis a Common Obser-
vation that when the wind is Southerly at this season of the vear
The Weather is very stormy and Dirty.

Wednesday, 21. Nothing Material to Day only The Hon. Mr.
Compton our Consul dined with The Capt. together with the
English Commissaries — The Night was very close and Hot and
the Lightning excessive — Mr. Harrison and 1 went on shore.
but staying till full Tide we had like to have been both cast away
our yaw] being small and not capable of approaching the Shore
and the Torrent being so impetuous that we could scarce bear
up against it.

Thursday, 22. This Day I continued in the Ship, so that I
could observe nothing material. only Mr. Simson an Enghsh Man
who keeps a publick House in Lisbon brought on Board by The
Captain’s Permission, a vast Quantity of Rum which he sold at
3s 6d per Gallon — He informed us that the PortuguezeMagis-
trates were so addicted to Bribery and Corruption that if a Sailor
came on shore and had a mind never to return on Board he
need only apply to a Magistrate for a Protection which would
be obtained for a new Cruzado or Crown in our coin 2s 9d. upon
the Reception of which not only the Laws of Portugal but the
Mab would protect him against his Lawfull Master; But who can
wonder at this who considers the Nature and Genius of the Por-
tugueze?



Friday. 23. This Day I went on shore with Mr. Harrison our
2d Lieutenant who carried some Bottles of English Beer for a
Friend, which were intercepted and seiz'd upon by The Por-
tugueze Officers (The Importation of this being forbidden) who
are very active about the Terra de Pas and the Romanados. but
they are of such a base Nature that they were corrupted by a
new Crown and restored them. “Twas remarked to Day by many
Portugueze that there had not been so much Thunder and Lighti-
ning in October before during the Memory of Man. — Mem.
To Day T saw a young Portugueze Lady exceeding Beautifull
near The Terra de Pas with fine Pendants in her Ears richly
attired with very delicate Features and an exceeding fine Com-
plexion, though I suspect she might be painted. for the Por-
tugueze Ladies paint almost from their Infancy and 'tis reckoned
no Crime amongst them, though some give not into this abomin-
able custom, but preserve their Natural fine Complexion, and
of these 1 have seen several since 1 came to Lisbon, who are
certainly, whether we consider their Exceedine gracefull fine
Shqpe, their delicate Features, their Charming Air and Address,
their Vivacity and Poignancy of Wit, or lastly their Attrractive
winning Behavior, the finest Women in the World. The Ladies
of Quality and Gentlewomen of Fashion, seldom EO Out exceptl
ta Church and then are very richly Cloathed and have all their
Charms set of to the utmost Advantage — if a Person looks at
them earnestly and they so move their veil as to discover Their
Charms and look on him with smiling amoraus Look he may
expect any Favour from them. though 'tis something Dangerous
te intrigue with 'em, the men being so jealous and Eevengefull
that frequent murders are committed on their account.

Saturday, 24. This Day I continued in the Ship till 3 in the
Afternoon — Went afterwards to Harry Greens where 1 fell into
Company with 3 Merchants — T was inform’d by them that the
Portugueze and Irish are such a base People that 20 Knights of
the Post may be pot to swear any Thing against a man for a
Quarter of a Moidore — *Tis certain that the Irish are treated
here with the utmost Contempt by all Englishmen, though in
the Irish Convent here are some men of worth who are very
modest and civil to strangers, so that this Convent is more
esteemed by the Factory than the English Convent is, who are

the greatest Bigots imaginable — [ was inform’d to night by a
Fortugueze that the King of Portugall has shewed his arbitrary
[sposition lately by saying in Publick That His Grandfather
loved the Portugueze and his Father feared them, but that He
neither loved nor feared them. The Prince of Brazil, whom |
saw to night is an exceeding agreeable young prince, his Counte-
nance is an Intermixture of Gracefullness Majesty and good
Mature — He is the Darling of the People — Tonight I went on
Board in our vawl at 7.

Sunday, 25. This morning 1 read Prayers and preached as
Usual — I dined with The Capt. A Lisbon Merchant and Capt.
Oshorne at 1 P.M. The Merchant told us that the Portugueze
were much pleased with our Ship — and yt The Marquess de
Tavora The Conde de Villa Verde The Marquess d'Alegratte
The Conde de Villa Nova and Don Lewis d’Almeida intended
to visit our Ship in a short Time. In The Evening Capt. Areskine
supped with us. We had Prayers at 4 P.M. Nothing else remark-

able happen'd to Day.

Monday, 26 To Day we had Advice that The Conde de Men-
doza first Secretary of State was some Daies before beaten by
The King who sometimes uses him and all his other Ministers
very brutishly and roughly,

Tuesday, 27. This Day — Mr. Lining Mr. Cotes and 1 went
to Bellisle, The convent is very fine and the Cloister scarce to
be equalled “tis near a furlong long and behind it there is such
a fine Orangery that nothing can be more delightfull — on Each
Side of this Cloister are many apartments for the Clergy main-
tain'd therein, over Each of which there is a pretty apposite Molto
most of which are taken out of 5t. Austin, only one [ observed
out of Epictetus Justine et Abstine — In the Church there is a
Crucifix of exquisite Workmanship — The King's Palace (s built
of very white stone and is very grand and magnificent — In an
apartment belonging to this Convent are to be scen Pictures of
all the Kings of Portugal which, they say, are done pretty nearly
to the Life.

Wednesday, 28. The Thunder and Lightning were Excessive
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Monday. 2. About 10 this Morning Mr. Jones Chupluin of
the Hectar called upon me and we went together to Mr. Simmes's
where we dined — at 3 P.M. Mr. Trelawnev went with us to the
church of the Carmelites which is very richly adorned with fine
Plate and Beautiful Paintings, amongst the Rest there is the Rep-
resentation of o nun's admission which is exceadingly fine and
curious. The Virgin Mary putting a beautifull Necklace about
her Neck and Our Saviour holding a Cowl wver her Head — a
b we came 1o the Romanados where a soldier of the King's
Guards followed us for some Time. which made us apprehensive
that he intended to rob us. but he proved a Pimp telling us that
he could introduce us to some prety Ladies, but we refused his
Offer — This would not stophis Impertinence for he then told
us that he could bring us to some Mucho Hermosos Meninos,
which detestuble offer we refused with Indignation. und gave him
hall a Testoun to be freed from him — This shews the detestable
[nclinations of the Portugueze. who are almost as much addicted
o Sodomy as the ltalians.

Tuesday, 3, To Day I dined again with Mr. Simms, and My,
Trelawney — After Dinner we went to see Sl Antomio's Chureh
which is very grand and magnificent. the Inside consisting entirely
of inlaid Marble of the most erquisite Workmanship, the colours
of the Marble are White Black and Yellow — here are 3 Ravens
dlways kept in Commemoration of San Antonio's being kept for
some Time by 3 Ravens — There is a fine Piece of Sun Antonio
on the right Hand as vou come into the Church, on cach side
of him is & Double Silver Cross which the Fortugueze kiss before
they make their Pravers to the Saint. Thore are two Churches
dedicated to this Saint ealled the old and new Church and stund
both together.

Wedensday, 4. This Dav 1 dined with Mr. Green. after Dinner
I went to see Don Francisco's Palace which
Enough. 1 likewise saw some Horses tratned up, ther Masters
were very dextrous. Mem, The Portugueze sit o Horse extremely
well and ride as well as any MNation in Europe. a Horse that s
trained up by them will never he Irightened. nor afraid when
any Danger happens — As we went to Mr, Green's we mel the
Conde d'Avene in o very magnificent Cosch. who knew Mr.

is magnificent
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Green and made o very gracefull Bow to him. Mem. The Por-
tugueze Notbility and Gentlemen alwavs bow first when they
meet any Person of Fashion. and this they do of course through
the Person they meet sees them not nor takes any Notice of
them, Their Chaises have a Little Box in them into which they
always put their Hats being made on purpose for them —

Thursday, 5. This Day I dined with Mr, Greene, after Dinner
[ went to visit Father Kennady a member of the Irish Convent
of Dominicans near the Romanados, we had much Discourse
coneerning the King of Portugal, who he told me was very abso-
lute and severe and treated his Nobility with great Contempt.
af which he have an Instance. viz That some few vears ago The
Conde d’Atalaya having had an Intrigue with one of the King's
Mistresses, The King soon after for a small fault ordered him to
be whipt by two Negroes. which is the most ignominous Punish-
ment that can be inflicted in Portugal, upon which the Conde
left Portugal and retired into Germany where he died. This
Father had with him Mr. Fenton's abridgment of Mr. du Pin's
Ecclesiastical History, which he applavded much — [ told him
| was informed that The Roman Catholicks would not allow the
Church of England to be a Christian Church — In answer to
which He assured me | was misinformed, and that the Roman
Catholicks allowed the Church of England to be Christian and
Catholick — at 6 1 went to the Terra de Pas and found there
Mr. Trelawney. 1 likewise met a Gentleman lately come from
Bombay who gave me a full account of Arrack — Arrack is of
two Kinds, The one made at Goa the other at Batavia — The
Goa Rack is the finest and most agreeable to the East Indian
Merchants and all brought up in the East Indies — The Batavia
Rack is not so pleasant but much stronger, for which Reason
‘tis more Esteemed by the Generality of English Sailors who have
not such a polite Taste — Mem. The Irish Convent here consists
of 21 Members — Fa. Kennedy is Confessor to the Marquess
de Capicelatro the Spanish Ambassador and his Family, and
sometimes to the Queen of Portugal.

Friday, 6. This Day Mr. Harrison and I walked on Shore

about 9. At 10 we visited a Church and heard a Portugueze Ser-
mon — The Priest seem’d to be in a Perfect Passion, used very
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uncommon Gestures and pointed out at particular Persons — |
was informed to Day by Mr. Hunt Secretary to the Consul and
late of Bal, Col. Ox. that last Winter a Spanish Play was acted
wherein the Priests were brought upon the Stage debauching the
Nuns and very much ridiculed, "Tis Certain no People are more
inconsistent with themselves than the Portugueze, for not-
withstanding they are Priest-ridden in the highest Degree yet
nothing is more common than to hear them ridicule their Clergy
in commaon Discourse. Their sermons contain little morality, but
are nothing commonly except Elogiums upon Saints, whom they
praise to an Extravagant Degree — Mr. Simmes assured me that
when he first came to Lisbon he went to hear & Sermon upon
St. Austin's Day — The Preacher (who was one of the most
celebrated in Lishon) began so. — In the Name of the Father
and Paused — In the Name of the Sun — and Paused — and
added T am doubtful whether to say in the Name of the Holy
Ghost or 5t. Austin. His text was this — I am what [ am — at
the Conclusion of his Sermon he observed that no Text could
be more apposite than his was since, saies he. St. Austin is what
he is, what is 5t. Austin is St. Austin and when you have said
all that vou can you can say no more of him — Mr. Trelawney
and I to Day saw the Gratia the Richest Church in Lisbon, but
as I design to see this again ‘ere long I shall defer a Description
of it till that Time. At 5 we went to the Jesuits College and
found an old stern Jesuit who asked us whence we came. He
then desired us to come some other Day and he would shew us
Every Thing worthy of being seen in their College — at 6 we
went to visit Sig. Laurentio (Lorenzo) Marganti Librarian to his
Eminence Thomas d"Almeyda Patriarch of Lisbon, he promised
to shew us some valuable Medals and Pictures if we would come
on Sunday next to see him — A Jesuit was there when we came
who asked him who we were. He informed him we were
Englishmen. upon which he immediatley retired saying as he went
Todos Ingleses son Diablos, which shewed his Bigotry. As we
were going Home The Queen of Portugal with Six Coaches went
before us — we followed her to the Church of 5t. Benedict where
she paid her Devotions — This was St. Benedict's Day, and the
Musick in the Church was prodigious fine — at 7 The Royal
Family went out of the Church the Fryars with large Torches
lighting them out of the Church going in files 2 by 2 in Number
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% — The Queen is pretty Tall and of & very good Shape. her
Complexion is good and her Countenance very August and
Majestick — She has this Property of the House of Austria. viz.
that she is devout and Religious but very stingy and cluse —
The Infunta of Spain married to the Prince of Brazil was with
her. she was very pretty but very small for her vears being now
near 13, The Two youngest sons of the King of Portugal were
with their Mother. and were very pretty Boys — They are now
instructed by the Jesuits — 1 wus within one vard of them and
has a perfect View of them all — Amongst the Maids of Honour
the last was a Lady of verv fine shape. Her face exceeding
Beautifull {and as I belicve without Paint) her Voice soft and
charming — in short she seemed to me to be one of the most
agreeable and heautifull Ladies that I had observed — The church
was illuminated with above 100 Candles — over the Altar was
The Image of the English 5t. 5t. Gertrude, and under The Saint
himself S5t. Benedict — whose Protection all the Portugueze in
the Church implored kneeling upon their knees and praying to
him.

Saturday. 7. All this Day | continued in the ship — At Night
Mr. Lashington 3rd Lieutenant of the Oxford supped with us.
and told us that The Spaniards had at Cadiz (from whence they
lust came) 14 Men of War and 15000 Land Forces, which
occasioned some Speculation, it being whispered there that they
intended to besige again Gibralter. To night we were amused
with an account of a Phacnomenon which was seen the 2d of
Movember N5 at Lishon, Evora, Campo Mavor ete. At first it
seemed to be g small Luminous Cloud, but about an Hour after
it’s first being to appear (which was about & P.M. ) it looked like
i large Column of Fire and about 2 Hours after disappeared —
All this Day, as well us the 6 preceding. was excessive Hot. in
the Night was much Lightning.

Sunday. . To Day and the preceding Night we had above
40 Men taken ill of Colds and Pleuretick Pains, which Distemper
15 now Epidemical in Lisbon, but especially in the Ships on the
River, for the Days being excessive hot and consequently the
Pores very open, and the Evenings exceeding cold. and the Air
likewise being vastly fine sharp subtil and penetrating 'tis no
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Waonder thut the common People and Sailors (who take lirtle
Care of themselves) should be strangely affected with such a sud-
den alteration of Weather though it must be confessed that the
Portugueze escape better than the English because their Way of
Living is more temperate and regular. This Distemper seldom
proves martal if the Patient be immediately blooded and kept
Warm — This Day was so excessive hot that 1 never knew a
hotter in England. not even in the hot summer of the vear 1726
— I was so faint all Day that 1 could scarce go through my Duty,
and heartily wished for a little cold weather as agreeing much
better with my Constitution — The Night was very cold as usual
so that many more of our Sailors fell sick.

Monday, 9. Mr. Saumarez and I took a Walk to 5t. Bento
or Benedict's Church and Convent, in our Return Home we met
The Conde de Rio very sick and at the Point of Death with a
great Retinue going to prav to and implore the Assistance and
Intercession of 5t. Benedict — This is commonly done in Por-
tugal, and the Persons of Quality when at the Point of Death
are frequently admitted into some Religious Order — which they
imagine makes their Passage to Heaven more safe and Easy.

Tuesday, 100 This Day | read the Madrid Gazette in which
I found Nothing material only a Piece advertised writ by Dr.
Ribera s Castilian Physician against a Treatise composed by Dr.
Monreva Physician to the K. of Portugal who bears a very good
Character — Dr. Lining and | walked about 2 Miles out of Town
for the Benefit of the Air — The Weather to Day was very Hot
and in the Night very cold as Usual — One of our Sailors was
given up by The Dr. — His Distemper was a violent Peri-
preumonia occasioned by @ Cold — This Morning about 10 The
Conde de Rio. Almirante of Portugal, departed this Life heing
near 7 vears of age and extremely Poor — He left behind him
the Character of an Officer of great conduet and Bravery.

Wednesday, 11. This Morning Mr. Harrison and I took a
Walk to Alcintara a small Town seated on the banks of the Tagus
about 2 Miles from Lisbon, Here is a good Castle well fortified
on which are Mounted several Canon to hinder Ships of War
from poing to Lishon if it should at any Time be throught neces-
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sary — here are to be seen the Ruine of an Antient Moorish
Castle on the Walls of which are built Sentry Boxes which seem
to rise from a Point and lock a little frightfull, the Walls are
built of small stones and a sort of Mortar which are so consoli-
dated by Time that they are become one perfectly Hard Sub-
stance — There is a famous Powder Mill in this Town which
supplies the King's Magazines — At 1 I dined with Mrs. Berkley
an FEnglishwoman who lives about a Mile out of Town, near this
Place are the Ruins of an old Church of Gothick Building whose
Walls consisted of Flint Stone and a sort of Petrified shells not
unlike Scallop-Shells,

Thursday, 12. This Day Mr. Norwood and 1 dined with Capt.
Etherington, at 3 we went to the Coffee House,

Friday. 13. At 3 P.M. I found on the Bank of the River a
fine Stone which seemed to me to contain some Silver oar in it
— at 5 | went on Board to bury the Corpse of the Person
deceased. but was told it was improper by reason of the Por-
tugueze. Mem. All our Sailors that Dy here are buried in the
Night privately on the Shore, for The Portugueze are so cruel
and bigotted that if they know any Thing of the matter they will
insult the Persons concerned in the Interment, and afterwards
take up the Body and expose it in the open Air to be devoured
by Birds and Beasts.

Saturday, 4. This Day I dined with Mr, Green, and after-
wards took a Walk with Mr. Lea Lieutenant of the Winchelsea.
We were informed that the King of Portugall hearing that a cer-
tain Conde had an Estate of 14000 Pounds per Annum deprived
him of 10000 Pounds per Annum adding that £4000 p. An. was
enough for a Portugueze Nobleman — he treats "em perfectly
as Slaves. and about 2 years ago be banished 36 of them at one
Time — This Day was hotter than the three preceding,

Sunday, 15. This Day we had no Divine service by Reason
of the Dispositions that were made for falling down to Bellem.

Monday, 16. a Gent. came on Board who was & Porlugueze,
I asked him his Opinion concerning the Controversy betwixt Dr.
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Robera and D, Monrava (he sceming to me learn'd and curious)
he inclined to Dr. Monrava's side and told me he had writ an
Answer to the Piece I mentioned above, The Title is as follows
— Los Tomos Primero v Segundo: Antiguadad Medica, y Ribera
impugnados, sobre las obras del Dr. Ribera; Su Autor el Dr.
Don Antonio de Monrava, Medico del Rey de Portugal, se hal-
lara En Le Libreria de Pedro de Diaz en Calle de la Montera,
Con Privilegio. en Madrid. por Juan de Ariztia, en la Calle de
Alcala i.e. The first and second Volumes of a Piece entitled The
Antiquity of Physick and Dr. Ribera refuted, containing Remarks
upon Dr. Ribera’s Works, By Dr. Don Antonio de Monrava
Physician to the King of Portugal, sold by Pedro de Diaz in the
street called Montera. Printed. by Permission, in Madrid by John
de Ariztia in the street called Alcala 1730. I mention this Piece
because it makes a considerable noise in Lisbon, as likewise
because it proves that even in Spain and Portugal there are Dis-
putes carried on in Physick and Natural Philosophy wherein con-
siderable Learning is shewn.'
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The ship sailed from Bellem on 16 November. rounding Cape
St. Vincent on the 19th. Swinton did not land again in Portugal
on this voyage and appears to have never visited it thereafter.
His journal is the best surviving account of the impression Lishon
made on an intelligent British visitor in the early eighteenth cen-
tury,
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