Celebration of the Skirmish in Obidos — the first action of the Peninsular War
A case study in historiography

Thursday, 15 August, 2024

An evening to celebrate the date of the anniversary of the first action of the Peninsular War, which occurred
on the 15 August, 1808. The programme includes a lecture designed to offer guests a description of the
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During the first invasion and occupation of Portugal by the Napoleonic French Armée in 1807, Portugal’s
oldest ally, Great Britain, dispatched an expeditionary force, under the command of Sir Arthur Wellesley, to
assist the Portuguese in expelling the French. The British landed at Mondego Bay (Figueira da Foz) on the 1
August 1808 and marched south, while the French marched north from Lisbon. The first encounter between
the two occurred to the north of Obidos castle and on the banks of the River Arnoia during the late afternoon
on the 15 August, followed by a further engagement at Rolica on the 17th August and the decisive Battle of
Vimeiro on the 21 August, during which the French were defeated. The official surrender was agreed and
signed as the Convention of Cintra and all French forces left Portugal, thus ending the First Invasion.
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Venue: By kind permission of Jodo Franco, owner of the blue and white house next to the rail crossing north
of Obidos, where the initial skirmish took place (No. 8 Rua da Estacdo, Obidos — look for the Union flag).

Programme:

18.30: Welcome and social exchange with food and refreshments — the food will be a roast on a spit served
with fresh bread, to emulate 19" century Peninsular War food during a campaign and will be free
of charge. Craft beer is available for purchase. Bottled water is available for free.

19.00: Lecture on the relevance and results of the First French Invasion in the month of August, 1808.
19.20: Lecture and discussion on how history is studied, by using the Skirmish as an example.

20.00: Reading of names of the fallen from the 95" Rifles and the 60" Royal American.

20.05: Playing of ‘the Last Post’ before a minute’s silence, followed by ‘Reveille’.

Guests may stay as long as they like to eat, drink and discuss! Donations towards the cost will be welcome.

Booking: By e-mail to jdIfranco58@gmail.com or WhatsApp (+351 969013718) by the 12 August.
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