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The Loyal Lusitanian Legion (Part I) 

 
The Loyal Lusitanian Legion, which fought in the Peninsular War, was a British army unit initially consisting 

largely of Portuguese émigrés in England. It was the idea of José Maria Moura and Carlos Frederico Lecor, two 

Portuguese Army colonels who had gone into exile in England after the French invasion of Portugal in 1807, with 

the support of Portugal’s ambassador to Britain, Domingos António de Sousa. This article is Part I of a slightly 

edited version of an article by Richard Tennant, which first appeared in First Empire Magazine #91 (November – 

December 2006). Sadly, Richard died in 2021. We are very grateful to his widow, Sue, for allowing us to reproduce 

the article, and to our member, Marcus Beresford, for putting us in contact with her. Part II will appear in 

Newsletter 31. 

 
By Richard Tennant 

 
Formation of the Legion 
 

Most of the Portuguese gathering in London at the end of 1807 and early 1808 had either fled from their 

homes when the French marched in or had deserted from the French forces. The Portuguese 

Plenipotentiary Minister to London, D. Domingos António de Sousa Coutinho, succeeded in persuading 

the British Government to give the help that was essential for building his country’s armed forces and 

on 4 August 1808, the Secretary of State for War, Lord Castlereagh, appointed General Sir Robert 

Wilson to raise a Portuguese corps of some 3,000 men, horse, foot and artillery. Most, but not all, of the 

officers were to be British1 and the cost of the force was to be borne by the British government until it 

landed in Portugal, and thereafter, it was hoped, by the Portuguese. Wilson was given the rank of 

Brigadier-General in the Portuguese service.  

Having sailed from Plymouth, Wilson arrived in Oporto in enthusiastic command 

of a body of men in green uniforms,2 illustrated here,3  grandiloquently styled the 

Loyal Lusitanian Legion. Having started being bound to two masters, one British 

and one Portuguese, in Oporto he soon found a potential third master, the local 

Bishop, who regarded the Legion as his own private army. He got on well with 

the bishop whom he described as ‘an amiable old woman’ who overwhelmed him 

with kindness. Later he had reason to doubt the bishop’s good intentions. 

Wilson set about the task of recruiting his Legion up to full strength and obtaining 

supplies and clothing for it.4 The difficulties were great, for he was no longer 

 
1 The British officers were Colonels Mayne, Baron Eben, Baron Perponger, Lieut.-Colonel Grant, Captain Charles, aide de 

camp to Sir Robert, Captains Lillie, Ruman and Western, and Doctors Millengen and Bolman. 
2 It is interesting to note that the D. Domingos António de Sousa Coutinho, who represented Portugal’s interest in the raising 

of the Legion, could not be persuaded ‘to adopt the red clothing. He says that with that uniform every man would refuse to 

enlist.’ (WO 6/164) per Rene Chartrand. 
3 Display at the Bussaco Museum (Joseolgon: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Museu_Militar_do_Bucaco(27).jpg) 
4 38 staff, three battalion of light infantry (8 companies each, 97 officers and men per company) and a brigade of artillery (one 

company of 86 officers & men) with four six pounders and two howitzers (the cavalry, in theory 4 squadrons of 2 companies 

each at 65 each would be difficult to raise). The entire force, consisting of about 2,000 effective men, well disciplined, clothed 
and appointed; the uniform of the infantry was green, that of the cavalry green with white facings and the artillery green with 

black facings. August 1808 (Loyal Lusitanian Legion): “Arms requested for 3 battalions of Chasseurs & a company of artillery: 

Swords - 316; Muskets with bayonets – 2,070; Rifles with bayonets - 120; Pistols - 64; Bugles - 24; 4 light guns, 4 pounders 
and two light howitzers with tumbrils & harness complete. Ammunition for arms in proportion &, if possible, some Shrapnel 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Museu_Militar_do_Bucaco(27).jpg
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entitled to draw equipment from the British, and the Portuguese administration had completely broken 

down. He soon found himself with many more recruits than he could clothe and some of the officers 

sent out from England proved ‘rebellious’ and had to be removed. The Legion had to be drilled and 

trained, and Wilson felt, and he was certainly right, that he had to supervise everything himself.  

Wilson’s labours were interrupted in October by several days of serious rioting. Around 1,400 French 

troops were being embarked at Oporto under the terms of the Convention of Cintra, when the rumour 

spread that they had plundered churches and convents and were taking their loot away with them. The 

dangerous combination of patriotism, religious fanaticism, and a desire to get their own hands on any 

treasure that there might be, inflamed the mob. The Portuguese troops in the town, themselves 

disgruntled by a pay cut, were not only useless, but inclined to join the rioters. Wilson ordered out the 

Legion and was supported by a few British5 and, subsequently, Spanish troops.6 With these and by his 

personal courage in facing the mob and the steadiness of his men, he averted a massacre. His conduct 

was officially commended to Castlereagh, and many years later it was remembered to his credit by the 

French. 

As the autumn of 1808 faded into winter, Wilson felt that his troops needed action. In October he wrote 

that such a corps was best in the face of the enemy. Though the conditions which prevailed in the 

Peninsula were anything but favourable to the Allied cause, Wilson thought that the situation was by 

no means desperate, and indeed his appreciation of the part that his own corps could play was far-

sighted and sound. “A handful of men” he wrote “may be of great service, and the enemy may not easily 

ascertain their numbers”. He was increasingly harassed by conditions in Oporto, where complete 

anarchy often seemed imminent. On 4 November, Sir Robert wrote to Sir Harry Burrard, Commander-

in-Chief of British Forces Lisbon that: 7 

“Major General Beresford has inspected the Legion under my command and I trust that his report will 

satisfy your Excellency, but the drilling of the men has not been so much our first object, as the 

establishment of an interior economy … discipline … has been completely attained.… form the men 

according to the British regulations … putting into the Portuguese language the necessary instructions. 

. . about 5 feet 3 inches should be the lowest standard of the recruits. The artillery company is now 

complete and well-disciplined in gunnery, the greater part being old soldiers … from England. Till the 

infantry were completed, I had no idea of forming cavalry, except a few men required after orderly and 

other necessary duty, whom we could superintend and instruct… since the state of the Portuguese 

cavalry is so bad as to require a thorough new system, which can only be introduced gradually… 

. . . Major Gen. Beresford has ordered me to complete the 1st battalion as soon as possible.” 

 

In December, Wilson at last got away from Oporto, profiting from the fact that no one could really 

prevent him, and General Cradock, now the commanding officer in Lisbon, gave him the opportunity 

that he wanted by “recommending” that he should move to Vila Real, east of Oporto. Before they left, 

Cradock inspected the Legion and reported favourably to Castlereagh, adding, “Sir Robert Wilson 

certainly is entitled to much approbation for his exertions”. Even so, only part of the force was well 

enough equipped to move, the rest being left behind under Baron Eben to await the clothing Wilson still 

 
spherical shot with a British artillery sergeant. 24 drums, 12 axes, 12 saws. Corporals in the Portuguese service carry swords 

as well as a musket.” (PRO, FO 63/67). 
5 A detachment of the 6th Regiment. 
6 A corps of Spaniards under the command of the Marquis of Valladaris. 
7 PRO, WO 1/417. 
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could not obtain from either the Portuguese or the British. 

Almeida 
 

The winter weather, which so battered Sir John Moore’s men as they struggled westward towards 

Corunna, was no kinder to Wilson’s Portuguese advancing to Almeida on the Spanish frontier, which 

was indeed east of Oporto but well beyond Vila Real.8 Young Captain Lillie, one of the Legion’s British 

officers, wrote of the rain that came down in torrents for days on end, of swollen rivers across which the 

cavalry had to swim their horses and the gunners manhandle their guns, often up to their shoulders in 

water. Wilson was in the water with his men, refusing to ride while they faced such conditions on foot. 

Hardship exhilarated him, particularly when he faced it in company with soldiers. Wilson’s ability to 

inspire men by his own spirit and by his respect and care for them was amply proved in the next few 

weeks. 

In 15 days, they covered 200 miles and reached Almeida on the last day of 1808. Wilson was quite clear 

what he wanted to do, being probably the only British commander in the Peninsula, apart from the 

retreating Moore, who was. His plan was to act so aggressively in the area to his immediate front that 

no French attack could be mounted on northern Portugal from that direction. To accomplish this, he had 

under his command just 700 men. 

On New Year’s Day 1809 he wrote, “We have only to play on and play high”,9 and though this may look 

like just another example of his over-optimism, he had in fact perceived that the situation was ideal for 

guerrilla or partisan operations. Napoleon’s plan at this stage – that is after Marshal Soult had chased 

Moore’s army onto their ships –was for Soult to come down from the North, taking Oporto on the way, 

with Victor supporting him by advancing towards Lisbon along the valley of the Guadiana. General 

Lapisse was to occupy the area between Zamora and Salamanca, covering the left flank of Soult’s 

advance through Galicia. When Soult had reached Oporto, Lapisse’s division was to become part of 

Victor’s corps, to take Ciudad Rodrigo and advance into Portugal towards Abrantes. 

This plan was set out in an order from Napoleon to King Joseph in Madrid dated from Valladolid on 17 

January 1809. So far as Lapisse’s movements were concerned, the order was not a model of precision, 

and its successful execution depended on reliable and quick communications between the French corps. 

The responsibility for ensuring such communications would have rested on Lapisse in the centre. It was 

in any case a difficult task, as the population was hostile, and the mountain ranges and rivers ran roughly 

east-west, thereby imposing successive barriers against north-south communications. Wilson spent the 

rest of the winter making the task impossible. 

Into Spain 
 

He began at once at Almeida. Warned by Cradock that the British garrison of two battalions of the 45 th 

and 97th Regiments was being withdrawn, and that the British might have to evacuate Portugal 

altogether, Wilson installed Colonel Mayne, his second-in-command, as Governor, with a few troops of 

the Legion, and assumed command of the local Portuguese levies (enlistees). Then he set off for Ciudad 

Rodrigo, across the Spanish frontier, in complete disregard of Cradock’s wish that he should not go 

beyond the limits of Portugal. He explained cheerfully that he really could not be expected to act on an 

 

8 The line of march was through Penafiel and Amarante, along the right bank of the river Douro, through Mesão Frio to Peso 

da Régua, across the Douro and proceeding via Lamego to Pinhel near Almeida. 
9 Reminiscent of the later SAS motto ‘Who Dares Wins’. 
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opinion given without any knowledge of the local situation.  

 

Like Almeida, Ciudad Rodrigo had recently been evacuated by British troops and the inhabitants were 

expecting the French. Wilson’s reception was tumultuous and some 2,000 Spanish levies were placed 

under his command by the local authorities. Within a few days, by his enthusiasm, determination, and 

willingness to lead where others were dithering, he increased his force to some 3,000, though many of 

them were raw recruits. With this not very formidable force he completely dominated the 9,000 troops 

under Lapisse. The French knew that Moore was in full retreat and that the Spanish armies in the area 

had disintegrated, and they assumed that the British would be evacuating Portugal. Suddenly they found 

themselves faced by troops in green uniforms like those of British riflemen, and under British officers.10 

They had no idea how many there were as the peasantry put it about that the countryside was swarming 

with them and Wilson’s energy emphasized the deception. His detachments raided up to Ledesma, north-

west of Salamanca, threatening such of Lapisse’s communications with Soult as still existed, beat up 

any French post within reach, seizing their supplies and their money. The spirits of the Spanish rose 

with each small success, and Wilson made the fullest of their goodwill and hatred of the French. He 

practised all the techniques of partisan warfare, even to the extent of distributing handbills in the 

appropriate language to induce the foreign troops in the French service to desert, which many of them 

did. The French prisoners he took, many of whom were surprised in their quarters, provided almost the 

only intelligence that was to be had of what was going on. “For God’s sake”, wrote Frere, the British 

envoy in Seville, where the Supreme Junta was established, “tell us everything you know and take it for 

granted that otherwise we shall know nothing”. 

Wilson took great pains with the morale of his own men. On one occasion he wrote to a Portuguese 

woman to praise the conduct of her husband and son who were serving with him. She replied that if 

other leaders would write such letters of appreciation, there would be no difficulty in getting more 

officers and defending the country. Such actions were very much a part of his character. At this time a 

passage in his Journal tells how incensed he was when a British officer died of wounds and brother 

officers had not bothered to write to the widow or send her a lock of hair or other memorial: “There is 

a manly sympathy for affliction”, he wrote, “which I hope will never abandon me”. As a partisan leader, 

he knew that he also had to be ruthless when the safety of his band was at stake: when a sergeant deserted 

and took 30 men with him, Wilson had no hesitation in having the man shot when he was recaptured. 

So completely were the French confined that Wilson was eventually able to establish a permanent post 

with two battalions of the corps, under Colonel Mayne, in the Pass of Bãnos (south of Béjar, on the 

Salamanca to Plasencia road), thus cutting Lapisse’s communications with Marshal Victor in the south. 

With the fortresses of Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida in front of him, garrisoned and protected, as he 

believed, by a powerful force, and without direct communications with Victor, Lapisse must have felt 

that Napoleon’s plan for him to take Ciudad Rodrigo and advance on Abrantes was no longer feasible. 

He had no idea where Soult was, since the Galician insurgents had by now severed such communications 

that had survived the attentions of Wilson’s men, and he decided that his best move was to fight his way 

south and join Victor. To do this he needed to seize the Roman bridge over the Tagus at Alcántara. He 

achieved this with great skill by concentrating a considerable force before Ciudad Rodrigo as if he were 

about to do what he should have done weeks before. Wilson failed to recognise this as a feint and brought 

in his scattered posts to parry the thrust. Whereupon Lapisse struck suddenly southwards in the night. 

 
10 The Legion had been joined by a good many British soldiers, cavalry and infantry, stragglers, sick and prisoners who escaped 

from Sir John Moore’s army. They we also joined by Colonel Wilson, Colonel D’Urban and Major L’Estrange of the 71 st 

Regiment (later Lt-Col of the 31st Regiment). 

 



Newsletter 30, ©2026 British Historical Society of Portugal                                                                                 5 
 

 

 
Sir Robert Wilson 

Wilson, who was joined by Mayne and the garrison of Bãnos, pursued closely, but was unable to prevent 

Lapisse from occupying Alcantara. There he was safe for the time being, and was again in 

communication with Victor. Tactically successful though Lapisse’s southward march was, Napier may 

have been right in saying that “this false movement greatly injured the French cause”, for when Soult 

in Oporto extended his left wing to feel for the troops of the central prong, which should have supported 

his further advance, they were far away massacring and mutilating the inhabitants of Alcántara before 

moving off to join Victor at Mérida in mid-April. Lapisse never marched on Abrantes, Soult did not get 

beyond Oporto, and Victor hardly moved at all. 

It was well for the Allied cause that someone in those first months of 1809 was willing to try to frustrate 

Napoleon’s plans. Indeed, there was very little else in the emperor’s way. Moore was dead and his army 

sailing home; the Portuguese army, in Cradock’s words, scarcely deserved the name of a military force; 

the British troops under Cradock’s command could hardly have defended Lisbon, let alone Portugal, not 

least because their commander was timid and pessimistic, and fully accepted Moore’s view that Portugal 

could not be defended against a superior force coming from Spain. Therefore, Cradock was obliged to 

prepare to evacuate the country. He could not issue direct orders to Wilson to retreat because Wilson 

was nominally in the Portuguese service, but he did “suggest” that Wilson’s British officers should 

rejoin their countrymen round Lisbon. “The situation of yourself and the English gentlemen attached to 

the Legion”, wrote Cradock’s secretary, “appears to be very embarrassing and it would be difficult for 

his Excellency to hazard with any chance of being right, a suggestion upon the line of conduct they 

should pursue. The determination is of a nature so exclusively personal that it would seem to rest solely 

with the breasts of the individual concerned”.  

Wilson did not find the situation in the least embarrassing and replied that as he had not heard of any 

intention on the part of the British government to abandon Spain, he had no intention of doing so either; 

he was acquainted with the situation of the enemy in front of him and would maintain his ground with 

the Spaniards until he had orders to withdraw. He was conscious of the serious damage to the Spaniard’s 

morale that a retreat would cause and he proposed to stay where he was until the last moment. He asked 
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that his decision should be attributed not to obstinacy, but to “a sober reflecting perseverance”. 

“When retreat is necessary’, he went on “and when honour sanctions the measure, I must conform, but 

I certainly prefer to defend the last ruin and therefore am inclined in such a misfortune to make for 

Andalusia”. He evidently had no thought of quitting the Peninsula. His officers, to whom he left the 

decision whether to stay with him, agreed with his view and decided, as one of them put it, that it would 

be “disgraceful … and inconsistent with the honour of a British soldier to desert their comrade”. This 

exchange took place towards the end of January, and Cradock repeated his “suggestions” on several 

subsequent occasions, but he bore no resentment over Wilson’s rejection of his advice. Indeed, he 

praised his “indefatigable exertions” and spoke warmly of him in his despatches. 

Wilson summoned by Beresford 
 

General William Carr Beresford was appointed to the post of commander-in-chief of the Portuguese 

army in February 1809, only a month after he had returned from the Corunna expedition. He at once set 

sail for Lisbon and took up the command. At last Wilson had a master, for Beresford became his direct 

superior. He lost no time in setting up a Portuguese army headquarters at Tomar and on 24 March 

ordered Wilson to hand over the command of the Legion and report to him. Wilson was shattered; he 

had expected to have been allowed to continue his detached activities supporting the Spanish General 

Cuesta. Now he was summoned like a junior officer to attend the headquarters of a man whom he knew 

to be a capable, but a rather orthodox and ordinary soldier.  

In the event, his services and those of the Legion were needed and appreciated in the advance against 

Soult at Oporto. As Oman explains, it was first necessary to provide a “containing force”, to hold back 

Victor in case he should make an unexpected move down the Tagus or the Guadiana rivers. For this 

purpose, Wellesley despatched the 2nd Brigade of Mackenzie together with two regiments of heavy 

cavalry and an extra one of infantry to take post at Abrantes. As an outlying post on this front, Wellesley 

ordered Colonel Mayne with the Lusitanian Legion and a militia regiment to occupy Alcántara; he was 

to break its bridge if forced out of position. Wilson, who had been removed from command of the Legion 

by Beresford, was to take a force of Portuguese from Almeida, amounting, apparently, to two battalions 

and cover/join Beresford’s advance of the right wing.  

As Wellesley had surmised, Marshal Victor, in Estremadura, had been ordered to execute a diversion in 

favour of Soult when he heard that 2nd Corps was on its way to Lisbon. However, the Portuguese and 

Galician insurgents had succeeded in maintaining a complete blockade of Soult, so that the French 

command in Spain was completely in the dark as to the moment when Victor might be called upon to 

advance. Victor was only stirred into spasmodic activity at the beginning of May by the news that a 

Portuguese force had crossed the frontier and occupied Alcántara, where the great Roman bridge across 

the Tagus provided a line of communication between north-western and central Estremadura. This little 

force not exceeding 2,000 men consisted of the 1st Battalion of the Legion, which had been brought 

down from the passes of the Sierra de Gata, a single regiment of the newly raised militia, that of the 

frontier district of Idanha, together with the six guns of the battery of the Legion and a solitary squadron 

of the 11th Regiment of Cavalry. But rumour magnified its strength and Victor jumped to the conclusion 

that it formed the vanguard of a Portuguese army that was intending to concert a combined operation 

with Cuesta by threatening the communications of the 1st Corps while the Spaniards attacked its front. 

Alcántara 
 

Labouring under this delusion, Victor took the division of Lapisse and a brigade of dragoons and 

marched against Alcántara on 11 May, the same day that Wellesley’s army arrived before Oporto. At 
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08.00 on the 14th, as he approached the river from Brozas, he was met by Mayne’s vedettes under Lt-

Col Grant,11 whom he soon drove into the gates of the little town. Alcántara being situated on the south 

side of the Tagus, it was impossible to defend it; but Mayne had barricaded and mined the bridge, planted 

his guns to command the passage and constructed trenches for his infantry along the northern bank. After 

seizing the town, Victor opened a heavy fire of artillery with 8 and 12 pounders and musketry against 

the Portuguese detachment. 

 

This fire was met by a vigorous return from the further bank which lasted for more than three hours 

before the defence began to flag (possibly from a shortage of ammunition?). The Marshal very 

properly refused to send forward his infantry to attempt to storm the bridge till his artillery should have 

silenced that of the defenders. At about midday the 1,200 Idanha militia deserted their trenches and fled.12 At 

13.00 Mayne fired his mine in the bridge, but unhappily for him the tough Roman cement defied even the 

power of gunpowder; only one side of the arch was shattered; the crown of the vault held firm and the passage 

was still possible.13 The Legion (now down to 500 men) still kept its ground, though it had lost many men. 

 
The Roman bridge at Alcántara  

 

Mayne described what happened next in his despatch to Major-General Mackenzie: 

“I had only one resort, which was to give Lieutenant-Colonel Grant the command of the main battery, 

as the only means of preventing the enemy immediately pressing upon me while I effected a retreat. The 

cavalry of Almeida being reduced by fatigue from 50 to 20 were no cover to me, I therefore thought it 

advisable to sacrifice one field-piece for the security of the three others and the two howitzers; finding 

Lieutenant-Colonel Grant very ready to undertake the fighting of the main battery with this one piece, I 

moved away the other five,14 and he did this from two o’clock to three; and I should be doing little justice 

to his magnanimity to say that he met with my most grateful approbation. Alcantara can never be named 

 
11 In a letter dated 25 April from Col D’Urban, Quarter-Master General, to Col Mayne, he states “Lieutenant-Colonel Grant, 

who was on his way to Sir R Wilson, has been directed by the Marshal to join you, as I am aware of the great assistance you 

will derive from his commanding your cavalry and out-posts”. 
12 Oman states that they “had already suffered not inconsiderable losses”, whilst Mayne lists 3 officers and 40 men killed, one 

officer and 17 men wounded with 4 officers and 1,150 men missing.   
13 Even with modern explosives, Roman bridges are still very difficult to destroy. 
14 Oman states that one of the guns was dismounted and the rest silenced by French artillery. 
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but he with it must be remembered”. 

“Our ammunition being nearly wasted, and our killed and wounded surrounding us, it was absolutely 

necessary to adopt this mode of retreat with the few brave Lusitanians that were left; and to secure my 

artillery, the remaining gun was spiked and rendered of no use to the enemy on Lieutenant-Colonel 

Grant’s leaving it to its fate – after he had continued to fire it for one hour to the great deception of the 

enemy, giving me time enough to pass the plain country, before the enemy’s cavalry appeared on the 

Alcantara side of the Bridge of Seguro”. 

The Bridge of Seguro (another Roman bridge) is only two leagues distant to the rear, over the Rio Erges. 

The movement was covered by a rearguard with the cavalry under Lieutenant Colonel Grant. After the 

action at Alcántara, the Prior of the Military Order of Alcántara insisted on taking the Cross of the Order 

from his own breast and affixing it to Colonel Mayne’s. In a General Order dated 27 May 1809, Marshal 

Beresford praised the action: 

“The army will see, that although troops are sometimes obliged to retreat, at the same time they may 

cover themselves with glory, and merit the greatest praise. This battalion, and their brave commandant, 

made a noble defence, and then a firm retreat in the greatest order”. 

The Portuguese officers of the Legion later present Colonel Mayne with a commemorative sword. 

Oman continues that when Victor hurled the leading brigade of Lapisse’s division at the bridge he 

succeeded in forcing it. Mayne drew off his legionaries in good order and retreated to the Pass of 

Salvaterra, leaving behind him a gun and more than 250 killed and wounded – a heavy loss from the 

1,000 men of the single battalion which bore the whole brunt of the fighting.15 

Victor went no further than Alcántara, having satisfied himself that the Portuguese force, which had 

made such a creditable resistance, consisted of a single weak brigade, and did not form the vanguard of 

an army bent on invading Estremadura. After remaining no more than three days at Alcántara, and trying 

in vain to obtain news of the whereabouts of Soult, who was at that moment being hunted past Guimarães 

and Braga in the far north, the Marshal drew back his troops to Torremocha near Caceres. In a letter 

which was later intercepted, Victor declared that in the course of his service he had never witnessed 

more intrepidity than was evinced by these young Portuguese soldiers at the battle of Alcántara. 

At this stage,16 the second battalion made its belated appearance, having been detained in Oporto, first 

by lack of clothing, then by the bishop, and finally by their involvement in Soult’s rout of the Portuguese 

defensive screen, which had tried to prevent his capture of the city in the spring.17  

The overall commander of the Portuguese in that disastrous action had been Baron Eben, Wilson’s 

original second-in-command, but he did not now rejoin his old chief. Perhaps he had heard that the first 

battalion were referring to his men as ‘Eben’s Runaways’. This unfortunate and scattered battalion 

directed its course to Lisbon and Captain Lillie was detached to that city for the purpose of 

reassembling it and marching to join Colonel Mayne when completed with arms, appointments, etc., 

 
15 Rank & File, 103 killed, 143 wounded & 15 missing. Officers killed: Capt. Vallente, Lieuts Jose Louis de Brito; wounded: 

Lieut Col Grant, slightly, Capts Jeronimo Pereira & Felix Mendoxa, badly, Joachim de Costa, slightly, Lieut Beltron, badly. 
16 The precise time that the second battalion joined is a bit unclear. Mayne & Lillie describe it before the Combat of Alcántara, 

yet Beresford’s General Order specifically mentions the first battalion. Maybe Lillie set off for Lisbon before it all started? 
17 Letter from Wilson to Castlereagh, Tomar, 18 April 1809: “the Bishop of Oporto, now Patriarch of Lisbon, had given a 

positive order for its (the LLL’s) clothing … would not permit any article of the Legion’s clothing to be forwarded to me – it 

has since fallen in the enemy’s hands”, PRO, FO 63/81. 
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which was effected. When they joined the first battalion, they amounted to 800 rank and file. 

In the meantime, Wilson’s small independent brigade under Beresford seems to have done more marching 

than fighting. In the following weeks Wilson became rather despondent about his future with the Legion and 

on 23 May offered to resign. He then learnt that plans were being made, which included a satisfactory role 

for him and the Legion, so on 2 June he wrote a gracious letter acknowledging Beresford’s kindness and 

agreeing to continue to serve. 

 

END OF PART I 

 
—— ooOOoo —— 

 
Richard Tennant was one of the 43 original members in 1977 of the British Commission for Military History and 

served as its Treasurer for many years. He became a Trustee of the Royal Green Jackets (Rifles) Museum in 

Winchester in 2009 and was awarded honorary membership of that regiment. He was President of the Wessex 

Military Society from 2013 until 2020. Richard worked for the Philips electrical company in Farnborough. Always 

fascinated by military history, he published his first article in 1971, on “The Royal Sappers & Miners”. 

Particularly interested in the Peninsular War, the tour of battlefields in Spain that he organized in 2012 is still 

fondly remembered by the participants. 

 

 

 


