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Obituary – George Lind-Guimaraes 

 

George Lind-Guimaraes died aged 84 in Oeiras in late March. A native of Oporto, born in 1937, he was 

a teacher of English for many years at the British Council in Oporto and Lisbon, and also at the 

Portuguese Military Academy in Lisbon. He was a longstanding member of the British Historical 

Society of Portugal and the Royal British Legion, Portugal branch, whose events and meetings he much 

enjoyed. 

As a young child, George went with his family to England during the Second World War. After national 

service in the Royal Navy, he read modern history at Oxford. He returned to Portugal in 1963 to work 

for the British Institute, Porto, (at that time run by the Associação Luso-Britânica do Porto). He is still 

fondly remembered by his students of that time and by teachers who he helped to train. He enjoyed 

hiking in the highlands of Northern Portugal with Boyd and Judith Tollinton and other friends.  

George wrote the occasional article for the Historical Society’s Annual Report, edited the publication 

“Eyewitness Accounts of the Portuguese Revolution (1974-1976)”, and was a regular attendee at the 

Annual Service of Remembrance at St. George’s Church, Lisbon, and the RBL’s monthly lunches. 

Although proficient in Portuguese in his early childhood, he had gradually forgotten it all and had to re-

learn the language on his return to Portugal. Having dual nationality his arrival in the country was soon 

noted and he was visited by the authorities with a view to undertaking national service. He was told that 

he would have to be an officer as he had a university degree, but it was recognized that his then 

rudimentary Portuguese precluded his being able to give intelligible orders. Fortunately for George, his 

obligation to perform military service was quietly forgotten about. 

Shortly after his arrival, and with some improvement in his Portuguese language skills, he was 

temporarily recalled by the Royal Navy, his services being required as an interpreter when a number of 

minesweepers were visiting Aveiro to undertake exercises with similar ships of the Portuguese navy. 

Accordingly, the first lieutenant’s (second-in-command) cabin was made available for George in the 

leading minesweeper. This led to some friction between George and the first lieutenant who then had 

to share a cabin with another officer. 

By nature, a somewhat reserved person, he was good company and an excellent raconteur. The writer 

tried to persuade him on several occasions to write his “memoirs” but without success. 

George will be much missed. 

EJG 

 


