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The government of Portugal throughout its history has centred on the crown. In the early nineteenth-century attempts were made to share that power more widely, which succeeded in the
establishment of a constitutional system but not a liberal democracy. The urban liberals, despite
periodic successes, were overwhelmed by the consistently conservative rural majority.
This book details the struggle among various members of the Bragança family to control the
throne, and its struggle with liberal groups for the control of the government. In the end both the
crown and the new political middle class failed to address the country’s main weakness: an
agrarian and fishing economy based on a rural society resisting change. The problems of the nineteenth-century Portugal carried over into the twentieth-century Republic, and the Salazar dictatorship which lasted until the Carnation Revolution of 1974.
“The Concession of Évora Monte is a well documented and rigorous analysis of a much
troubled period of Portugal in the 19th century. I am deeply impressed by the graphic
descriptions, which miss nothing about the protagonists, the causes that they stood for
and the consequences of so much political and social unrest. The book is a remarkable
obra prima of Portuguese history. The last chapter – the conclusion – corroborates what
I have just said, in as much as it reflects a deep knowledge of Portugal. Congratulations
for this outstanding study.
– António Meira Marques Henriques,
Museo de São Roque, Lisbon
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