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The Dutch and the Dutch Portuguese War
1657-1661

by Professor JH Dalhuisen
1. Introduction

When I was at school in the Netherlands we were taught that
the 1661 peace terms of the Dutch-Portuguese war were the sale by
the Dutch Republic (or officially by the Republic of the United
Provinces or the United Netherlands) of three countries, Brazil,
Angola and Sdo Tomé, to Portugal for 16 years of salt from Setubal.
To us it sounded extraordinary, first that one could dispose of
countries in this manner and then for so little. How was it possible
that the Republic at the height of its powers should have been forced
into this, where its adversary was known to be weak with
considerable internal and external problems at that time ? How could
Johan de Witt, its great Raadspensionary (position explained below)
largely in charge of foreign affairs agree to such terms ? Much later
after having acquired a place in the Alentejo, I often thought of this
when crossing the Sado by ferry at Setubal and in the end I decided
to look into the matter somewhat closer.

Presumably this peace deal had to be seen in a wider
context. The first clue was that the Republic was involved in several
wars at that time, especially with Engand and Sweden, and therefore
the war with Portugal clearly had a lower priority. Then there was
the Republic’s own decision making process which was cumbersome
and in matters of war formally, and in most other matters informally,
based on unanimity between the seven Provinces that constituted the
Republic. This unanimity was often not forthcoming and the result
was not seldom confused objectives or, worse, paralysis even half
way regarding big projects, certainly also in this case. Most
important perhaps was that the Dutch usually thought in short term
commercial term and logic, also in their foreign conquests. Their
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own independence struggle had made them unlikely conquerors for
any other than commercial reasons.

Of course colonial outposts werc seldom countries in a
modern sense and not considered as such until very recently but
what was perhaps special for the Republic was that the mercantile
attitude towards territorial advantage was all pervading and even

applied to the own immediate vicinity In Europe.' In any event
commercial aspirations were the only thing the Provinces and
especially the two most important of them, Holland and Zeeland,
were likely to agree on in their foreign policies. This was only

different in the actions against their archenemy Spain of which the

1 This was clear in the Republic’s policy towards the Southern or Spanish
Netherlands (now Belgium) after the peace with Spain in 1648. It was true
that the stadholders, of whom more later, were particularly keen to retrieve
Antwerp, the loss of which in 1585 had been very painful to the Republic
and to the Princes of Orange personally as viscounts of that city. To them
any retaking of Antwerp also became a welcome means, however, to
balance the commercial power of Amsterdam that had greatly benefited
from the loss of Antwerp and the subsequent closing of the Schelt river,
eliminating Antwerp as a shipping and trading rival, a situation which would
last until 1815. For these Jargely commercial reasons Amsterdam was
fiercely opposed to the idea. At the time of Johan de Witt, discussions were
held with France in 1663 on the fate of these Southern Provinces on large
parts of which France had ambitions, given the much weakened position of
Spain in the latter part of the 17th Century. France at first expected help
from the Republic and, in this hope, concluded an offensive and defensive
agreement with it in 1662. For many in the Republic the justification for this
treaty was, however, in the favorable trade concessions it included and it
was clear that the Dutch and particularly Amsterdam were not keen on the
division France sought. The Dutch proposal was independence for the South
with a few cities for France and, to counterbalance this, Bruges and Ghent
for the Dutch but not Antwerp. This proved unattractive to France and the
discussions were discontinued and followed, as we shall see, by much larger
claims of France even to the southern part of the Republic.
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Provinces had seceded in 1581 but with whom they reached a peace
at Munster in 1648 in the context of the wider European settlement
of Westphalia when the Southern Netherlands (now Belgium and
Luxembourg) were finally lost for the Dutch cause. As a
conse’quence, the Brazilian venture, with which Angola and Sao
Tomé were directly connected, as these two countries provided the
slave labour to make the Brazilian operations viable, was for the
Republic. hardly a matter of imperial prestige but foremost a
comrpermal venture and it was likely to loose interest (that is
unanimous support) once the economic prospects became blurred or
the cost too high. This was exactly what happened.

N jI‘he principal interest of the Republic in Brazil was the
acq91s1t10n of additional sources of supply, in this case mainly sugar
for }ts considerable international trading activities, after Portugal ha(i
again pecome independent from Spain in 1640 and Spanish (political
and financial) advantage through Portugal and Brazil needed no
longer be feared and curtailed, certainly not after the peace with
sz}m in 1648. Portugal on the other hand sought to recuperate some
pf its former glory - although it also had a great need to increase its
income - but it found little support and understanding for this in the
Republic. It would seem that the Republic’s commercial outlook not
only limited its own foreign aspirations as just mentioned but it
made it often also liitle aware that its adversaries could be motivated
by other considerations like prestige, as in this case, or
aggrandizement and pride. Particularly in the case of France and
England (probably less so in the case of Portugal), there was also
jealousy and resentment of a small rich Dutch upstart pushed
forward by an uncommon sudden burst of energy and success in
almost all parts of 17th Century life, with an unfamiliar
decentralised government structure emphasising personal freedom
and initiative’> and with a Broadly based industrious, calvinistic

2 1t would be wrong, as will be discussed more fully below, to consider the
Republic a democratic state in the modern sense. It was an oligarchy in
which the issue of the most important first merchants and of those who came
later from Antwerp (the Brabant faction) after its fall in 1585 became the
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mercantile attitude concentrated on international trade and leading

for a while to a dominance of most international maritime trade

3
routes.

As a consequence of its own narrow outlook,.the Republic
could thus appear insensitive to others' ‘and. mcap.able l<1)f
accommodating what it often considered thelr' irrational aims. The
Portuguese suffered from this and did certam}y not receive t]e
sympathy which they expected from the Requhc after thgxrhnev;rl };
rewon independence from Spain gnd w1‘111ngness to flg tt ad
country. But the hard nosed Dutch att}t}lde did not pay t}ns time an !
if they had shown some more flexibility at the beginning, the cos
could have been contained and they would have been able to retain

much more at the end.

Thus Portuguese War was one of several wars the D'utc.h
were to fight after the Peace of Munster/Westphalia with Spain in

ici ecided everything, certainly in times when. tbere was no
Sf‘;(fll}f(l)fl‘(t;rﬂ;zt l;jetween 1650y and 1672, and again after William I 41::
childless, between 1702 and 1747. The common people had n(l) vfmth(;
neither in the States of the Provinces nor 1in th; States Cf}enfe%re.l 0Were
Republic. They were generally conltient w1t;1 t}:)s(ersttatfn gueic :1r;,lr0ugh
entirely free to criticise but could only : froue?
i t or revolt as happened in 1672 and in 1’74}7 when, in
3‘:5;5‘;“:;}2;“ ggmanded and obtained the elev'ation of the Prince of Orliltli%; l:t
the stadholdership at a time of crisi?. T'hﬁri hlS 1;_(1) d(;:b(t) ;hgtr;k:; Eo;)gua ation 2t
large traditionally associated itself with the House ot T A ot

ici a consequence, the roots of the position 0 the House
‘gj\:;:lcgl:t?r; ttf;SNetherlar?ds after the lea(fiership rolt? of W¥lhz;m the ?'llfr_ltt 11]1;
the struggle for independence from Spa{n became increasingly poiu is e
Princes of Orange were aware of this ?md would theirefo.re eﬁph e
distance to the local ruling classes and aristocracy - a situation whic
be said to exist for the Dutch Royal House even today.

i i imated
3 Around 1650, the total Dutch sea going tonnage at the time was estl

at around 560,000 tons compared to France’s 80,000 tons and England’s
100,000 tons with a total merchant navy of around 8000 ships.
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1648. As already mentioned this peace had ended the long
independence war with Spain and had led to the full recognition of
the Dutch Republic, not only independent from Spain but also from
the Holy Roman Empire, of which until then its various Provinces
had officially (and separately) been part. This peace freed the
Republic to flex its considerable muscle and engage in a number of
what were largely trade wars, fought mainly at sea where the Dutch
were strongest. The English War between 1652 and 1654 was the
first, to be followed by two further English wars within the next
twenty years (in 1666 and 1672) in which access to English ports
was at first the main issue. Between 1656 and 1660, the Republic
also fought a war with Sweden to protect its freedom of access to the
Baltic Sea and particularly to Danzig in Poland. Commercial
considerations also lead to the war with Portugal in 1657, at least as
far as the Dutch were concerned, but only after Brazil, where the
Dutch never achieved a major foothold outside the Captancy of
Pernambuco, had already been virtually lost in more incidental
earlier military and naval skirmishes and the war with Portugal did
not reverse the situation. The peace of 1661 was only a cover to
confirm the retreat.

Soon there were other problems for the Republic, however,
which made the loss of Brazil a minor event. Although these
problems emerged a little later they were much more serious than the
colonial disputes and it may be of interest to briefly relate what
happened next. Indeed a war with the Bishop of Munster in 1665-
1666 proved of a different kind and for the Republic more ominous
as trade was not the issue, rather territorial claims. A land war
followed between neighbours for which the Republic was
increasingly ill equipped since there was no stadholder at the time
(except in Friesland and Groningen) and therefore no head of a
national land army (which office was combined with that of
stadholder) during the minority of William III. There was no
provincial unity in army matters and in any event the army had been
seriously neglected since the end of the war with Spain had lead to
demobilisation. With the help of France the Republic managed to
fight off the invader this time but competitive jealousies and
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territorial claims of its neighbours, now also of France,* almost made
the Republic succumb in 1672 when Louis XIV, Charles II of

* As mentioned in Nt. 1 above, France under the young Louis XIV had its
sights on much of what is now Belgium but subsequently also started to
claim the Dutch territories below the Rhine in its policy to extend its borders
to this natural divide. Below the big rivers the Dutch had some territories
gained from the Spaniards during the Spanish war or as traditional
heirlooms of the House of Orange, especially the barony of Breda, the
traditional link between this House and the Netherlands, and the marquisate
of Bergen op Zoom and the Lordship of Geertruidenberg. These territories
were not Provinces and were, subject to the rights of the nobility in the area
- mostly the House of Orange - ruled directly by the States General from the
Hague. Maastricht, s’Hertogenbosch (Bois le Duc) and Breda were the most
important fortified towns in this area and therefore the most desired by
Louis XIV.
Given France’s territorial ambitions (Louis XIV) but also its
growing resentment of the Republic’s trading position (Colbert), a conflict
with the Republic could not have been avoided but that it emerged so soon
was partly due to inept handling by Johan de Witt and the duplicity of both
him and Charles II of England. It was well known that Charles II had
French sympathies and envied Louis XIV his absolute powers. His foreign
minister Arlington and (later) Parliament saw, however, the danger of the
Low Countries being dominated by France and of a Spain that became too
weak. On England’s initiative, a treaty with the Republic followed under
which both countries would offer to mediate between France and Spain on
the future of the Southern Netherlands and if necessary force Spain to accept
a compromise. Johan de Witt hesitated, being traditionaily suspicious of
England’s and especially of Charles II's motives, but to the Republic and
especially Amsterdam the deal proved attractive because it also included a
trade pact favourable for the Dutch. Moreover, the English initiative was
difficult to ignore. The normally pro-French Swedes were subsequently
invited to accede in exchange for a considerable subsidy and the Triple
Alliance was born.

In a secret clause, however, the parties agreed to force France to
stand by its original more modest division proposals for the Southern
Netherlands or otherwise for it to go back to the original frontiers which it
had been changing by conquest. A deal was indeed worked out between
France and Spain in 1668 at Aix la Chapelle on the basis of the original
French proposals, but the French were not content and when the secret
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in 1795 dates from this time. Its heyday haq pr.obably.lastizd {10
longer than 50 years. It was too small to sustain its international T0ie.

The Portuguese War had started 15 years earlier. Officialtlly
it began in 1657, but it had festered much lor.lgejr, leg:(r) Slg?ehta:
1 Portugal from Spain 1n which,
recovery of independence by ik &
' the understandable desir
already mentioned, gave the Portuguese . SNt o e the
i i . pecte
i e if not all of their former empire Yy !
f;ﬁ:‘ég ngf:l‘o had taken many of the Portugnese oversfeas pgssgsmofr:;
- . c
i i i Iso part of Brazil as bounty from Spain ajl
especially in Asia but a . s by o S eanine
Spanish empire in
Portugal became part of the anis snize
icti tolerance and to return a
hem as equal victims of Spamsh' in ‘
tso?nn; of tt?eir old overseas territories and trading Eosts. Alt(}ilgug1h6Zh7e
stadholder of the time, Frederic Henry of Orange, who died in ,

5 The first stadholder had been William the Silent, C(f)ulr;tr :dfaNas;agl :Vr:i
through inheritance, Prince of Orange and Barf)n 1(;72 four. onrs o
inted as stadholder by the States of Holland in ;- s ol
e e It had started, even though, strictly speaking, his constitutt
o o \tNas not clari’fied at the time and he operated under an ad hoc
igi:go:mem which gave him substantial politicillpow;rs angraliioh?:t:(:xlil\;
ity i i e strength lay, however, |
amh'o'my an ctihiena:izypt:sjul;:\i It{z:lse:lrtl.l The ifﬁce of stadholder. was 1ts§l}f
taCtlcfl' andan nd derived, as we shall see, from the Burgundxan/Sparps
\md? ion zzler which the ruler would appoint stadholders or representatwesf
Ffadltlon ult; vinces. Indeed, William the Silent had bee.:n sta-dholder (;
II—I; lslomg Zﬁ:land 'and Utrecht under the previous regime su;]ce .11550.f
U;)tir?iztély William the Silent was offered the sovereignty afn(;_I t] lcl:artlld eand
count but this was not in the manner of the old c.ounts '(1)"}, ;ﬂnce and
land and his powers were 10 be greatly res.mcted. e ince Wi
r;:iictant to accept because he preferri;lba gor:;f‘rl\i S:gv;reelv%;S o o
foreign support. Before the sntuat‘lon could be ‘or1585 a;;ain s e
in 1584. He was succeeded by his son Maurits 1n , U e it
i nd and Zeeland only), who remaine ‘ unm
o ;tquzio!lgelréégsgootfeifllclseeded by his brother Frederic Henry in the sa}rlne
Hfice, for six Provinces (Friesland had its own stadholder from anot' er
orandt nOfwh Naussau family). Both Maurits and Frederic H§nry benefited
branCth tr:at popular respect and confidence in which their .father gla.d
f)r:;r: ;n:idgbut also proved very able military leaders. Upon his death in
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1647, Frederic Henry was succeeded as stadholder in six Provinces by his
young son William IT who married the English Princess Royal, sister of the
later Charles II. He had an eventful period in office in which he tried to
elevate the House of Orange and his own position to something more akin to
a hereditary sovereign. The immediate issue in his struggle was the
demobilisation of the land forces after the peace of Munster, neither of
which William II had wanted but were both pushed through by Holland,
Amsterdam at its head. Again commercial reasons were decisive. It
culminated in an attack by the stadholder on Amsterdam which was cut of
from its hinterland. Trade suffered, so a compromise on the demobilisation
issue was worked out. It left a troubled legacy as the stadholder’s attitude
was deeply resented by the mercantile oligarchy in the towns of Holland.
To their relief he died suddenly in 1650 of the small pox. His son William
IIT was born 8 days later.

It gave the patriciate its chance and no stadholder was then
appointed. The office was eventually even abolished by the largest
Province, Holland. As there was consequently no army commander either, a
post that was traditionally linked to the stadholdership of each Province
which made a combination of forces possible, the land defenses became
severely neglected which, as we saw, almost proved the Republic’s undoing
in 1672. This lead to a populist call for the young William of Orange, first
as army commander and subsequently as stadholder. The merchant patriciate
which was blamed for the debacle of the 1672 war, lost its primacy for the
time being and Jan de Witt, who was its de facto leader, and his brother,
who had much assisted him, were lynched. It was a considerable scandal
but its impact proved in the end less decisive than would have seemed at
first. The governmental experience of the ruling patriciate proved difficult to
replace, and although the stadholdership and the positions of commander of
the army and navy became heriditary in the male line of the House of
Orange, the basic operational structure of the Republic was not changed.
William III became soon occupied with foreign policy, notably the
containment of France’s ambitions in Europe, and after 1688 mainly lived in
England. The fact that he died without issue gave the initiative back to the
patriciate and a second stadholderless period (except in Friesland and
Groningen) started.

Only during the Austrian war of succession when the French again
invaded Belgium and the Netherlands, was the younger branch of the House
of Nassau, that had been stadholders in Friesland (and sometimes
Groningen), elevated to the stadholdership in the person of William IV,
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had understood some of this and was willing to seek some
accommodation, the merchant classes did not and they determined
foreign policy through the States General as we shall see. It led to
early incidents as the Dutch continued to consolidate their position
in the East at the expense of the Portuguese and also continued their
forays into Brazil. A truce was concluded in 1641 under which the
Republic gave important naval support to mainland Portugal but
eventually the Portuguese instigated an anti-Dutch revolt in Brazil
during 1645, which they followed up by their retaking of most of the
Dutch out posts in this country by 1654, when the last possessions in
Pernambuco fell, after Salvador Correia de Sa had already retaken

married to the then Princess Royal, Ann of Hannover. Their son, William
V, married to the sister of the King of Prussia and niece of Frederic the
Great, was to be the last stadholder until 1795 when he fled to England.
After the French occupation and the eventual incorporation of the
Netherlands into France by Napoleon (in 1810), the stadholdership was not
revived and a unitary state was created with the then Prince of Orange (son
of William V) becoming the sovereign in 1813 and after 1815, under the
rulings of the Congress of Vienna, King (William I) of all the Netherlands
Provinces, including Belgium and Luxembourg, until the Belgium secession
in 1830, after which the House of Orange continued to reign in the Northern
Netherlands and (part of) Luxembourg (half of it went to Belgium) as a

separate Grand Duchy with an own government.
In 1890 on the death of King William ITT when Queen Wilhelmina

succeeded (under the regency of her mother Queen Emma until 1898),
Luxembourg went to the German branch of the Nassau family as women at
that time could not succeed in the Grand Duchy. The Principality of Orange
had already long been lost to France during the reign of Louis XIV. After
the death of stadholder William TII (without issue) the rights to it were
disputed between the Frisian Nassaus and the King of Prussia whose mother
was the sister of William 11, aunt of William 1II. The matter was settled in
1732 with the rights to the Principality going to Prussia. Thus the second
title of the King of Prussia, later German Emperor, became Prince of
Orange. The Dutch (Frisian) branch of the Nassau family was, however,
allowed to use the title as a matter of courtesy and continued to style itself as
Orange-Nassau to this day. In the Netherlands the Crown Prince now styles
himself as Prince of Orange. The Principality itself was never recovered.
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ﬁnglola in 1648 and the Dutch had been forced to abandon Sdo Tome
peaC: ij'r:;]e gea.r, WIthh was also the year of the Republic’s great
i pain. It was a severe loss of fa
' vith ce for the R i
lle\;zx\:e(litslemterga} divisions - especially the city of Amifeurg{;;
ss and less in the Brazilian venture, o i
r ] , only the Prov
gﬁiand prove_:d aggrqsswely interested - the Republic had let rlr?:t?eﬁf
pri, Veznq z;(f:tlop against mainland Portugal was half hearted ans
meffective. This explains why, when i
there was little more to do Y it could be saven be
than to save what could
lost cause. Yet there isdom. et o
proved to be great wisdom i
1661. It was well im T became & sos of
' plemented and eventually b
considerable cooperation between both countrigs Feame & souree of

fewTro undirstanc}i) the situation more fully it may be useful to make a
emarks on how the Dutch Republic worked i

. oW : , on the positi
Johan de Witt within the ruling classes, on his policy zli)nd ;gntl?ef

origin of the Republic’s wealth and
Indies Companies in it. nd the role of the East and West

2. The Functioning of the D
utch i .
Policy of Johan de Witt ch Republic, the Position and

The Dutch Republic was in its ti i
. time a singular pheno
lz:;tgee}lly gutmde It{he European tradition and both inpits f(r)r:r?ocr:%
ood as a Republic and in its constitutional
result of historic accident. It was h itary state. it did nor
' . ardly a unitary state, it did
gi:/e \z:v ;over[e;gn heafd - although at first it had toyed with the ider;lOt
s a Union of seven Provinces, which had unti i _
Emperor Charles V, kin i ’ ety under o moomt
, king of Spain, operated separatel
(Holland and Zeeland united si B ooy o oo
g nce 1323), duke (Gelre bi
thre.cht ar?d Overijsel), whilst in the case of Fri)éslo;ndlSZ§S
¢ orr(l);:)l;g%lyltl Sv:gs Cﬂ}:e llocal lower nobility that was effectively in
. arles V had through inherit
Zeeland), persuasion (Utrecht ij e
nd), and Overijsel) or war (Friesl
tGro'nm'gen and Gelre) acquired the lordship over all tlgese Z:ﬁi
;.rtr;lt'orlf‘s but except for obtaining a separate place for the Provinces
ithin the Holy Roman Empire and in the matter of succession - and
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notwithstanding constant attempts at greater centralisation - he had
not managed to institute much communality. Each Province and its
nobility were too intent on their own position and priviliges. Thus
there was a lack of central power even within provinces like Holland
and Zeeland that had been much longer part of the
Burgundy/Habsburg possessions but had all obtained their own
States and other privileges in exchange for support and taxes. This
situation in each Province with their insistence on their own form of
government and privileges thwarted any attempt at a more absolutist
form of government for the region as a whole. A clear sign of this
independence and individual treatment was that Charles V had often
been represented in each Province through a stadholder or governor -
the origin of this office in the Netherlands.® They would negotiate

% During the Burgundian era, the various stadholders would each report to
Brussels where the Emperor during his frequent absences in the Empire was
often represented by family members, first by his aunt, later by his sister,
then - in the times of Philip II, his successor in Spain, in the county of
Burgundy, in Italy and in the Netherlands after 1555 - it was the old
Emperors’s daughter (Margaret of Parma married into the Farnese family).
Brussels thus was the centre of the Habsburg’s possessions in the
Netherlands (and Burgundy) which in the Southern Netherlands included 10
Provinces (including Luxembourg). Amongst these were Flanders, Hanault
and Brabant. All had been acquired by Charles V as part of his Burgundy
inheritance (through his grandmother). These southern Provinces were at
first greatly more important than the northern Provinces. Of the latter, after
the last conquest (Gelre in 1543), Holland was the most significant by far, so
much so that to this day the Netherlands are often referred to by foreigners
as Holland, much like the United Kingdom is as England. A great deal of
what subsequently happened in the Republic was determined by the
jealousies of the six other Provinces, although it should immediatley be
added that Holland shouldered by far the largest burdens and loyally so.
Another divide was that between the two sea-going Provinces, Holland and
Zeeland which would often be together (but notably not in the Brazilian
venture) and the rest.

It may thus be seen that originally the Netherlands or Low
Countries were much larger than the seven Northern Provinces and included
also all of what is now Belgium and Luxembourg. Only for a short period
after the Congress of Vienna did all Provinces and Luxembourg unite into
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The continuing provincial su i
. ‘ . Premacy was a vital issue in t
:v:];']igams(tj Sﬁ)am notwithstanding its early support in the rlllig}?
1ty and the religious overtones at the st
. . art. It subse
glete;nnnfed much of the functioning of the Dutch Republic inq:ve}gtslg
e trovinces remained supreme and the ¢
' entral power depended
entirely on them.’ Although officially it was thought tlf)at tﬁe

one Kingdom of the Netherlands, see also Nt. § above, but this lasted only

I5 years. The North eventuall
L
Belgium and Lue bours y took the name and the South became

7 In fact, although the stry
at first a struggle in the

also happened to be King of Spain, with a view to retain and expand their

privileges. The religious and more i
. r populist element ¢ i i
but was quite a different, often ittty o

;v:;ienolt)lutthenrivgrt; ar;ld tlge sea. The rebellion had itself nothing to do with
all with the House of Habsburg, which as i i
obtained its hold in the Netherlands th , i pundion i 2
rough their Burgundian inherj

and through further conquest. It was tr y lip 11 hie
. ue, however, that since Philj i

branch of the House of Habsbur i i horlands,
g which ruled in the Netherland t

gou.nty of 'Burgundy (the Dukedom of Burgundy had reverted to Frz;lc:)e

pain and its overseas possessions in the Americas, and large parts of Italy’

had increasingly identified with Spain and Spanish attitudes. This had not

ultimately the enemy.
It should also be remembered that stri i
» strictly speaking, th
various Netherlands Provinces was not sovereign )i,n It)hcse Igr’ " oy e
were part of the Holy Roman Empire so that the Emperor w

; ! as the soverei
and the ruler in the Provinces a vassal, directly dependent porer

on the Emperor.
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sovereignty was vested in the States General which was a body of
the Republic, the individual Provinces continued to behave as if they
had the sovereignty for their territories themselves. They were ruled
by their own States. The composition of each province’s States was
very different, but Holland had the greatest say in the States General,
it is worth noting that since as 1585 the towns of Holland dominated
its States and within those towns it was the oligarchy that ruled.
Without the cities of Holland, nothing could therefore happen,
neither at the provincial nor national level.

The result was an ineffective decision structure of which the
Portuguese greatly benefited in their problems with the Republic in
Brazil, as we shall see, and which at least partly explains the
humbling exit of the Dutch from that territory and, in the event, also
from Angola and Sdo Tome. It is true that the need for discussion
created a broad support for decisions once taken but the
indecisiveness which often resulted could also prove greatly
damaging, especially in times of crisis and war. In all instances, the
question who was to pay for what, proved the major obstacle to
effective government, as the Republic did not have its own taxation

pOowers.

In fact, the Republic hardly had a constitution. The seven
Northern Provinces, after it had become clear that the South would
not continue the resistence to Spain, had concluded in 1579 the
Union of Utrecht as a military alliance. It continued to have great
historical significance and this Union document also started to serve
as some kind of constitution after the secession from Spain in 1581
but it was barely usable for that purpose. Yet the Provinces could not
agree on anything else. Much constitutional law therefore depended
on ad hoc arrangements or custom. The Union document itself had
mentioned taxing powers and a form of military conscription but
these were never implemented. The powers to tax became subject to

Only under Charles V had the Emperor combined in his person this position
and that of ruler of the Dutch Provinces.
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unanimous decision of the Provinces. So were the decisions o

In practice most major decisons depended therefore on unan' ity
whilst the financial clause was eventually replaced by a contrirl;H?lty
of egch Province according to fixed quotas (Holland :llon
contrlbuted 59%). It naturally gave great power to Holland (;)ne
more importantly, as the Republic had no revenue of its own’ tl:l t
cost of each venture had to be separately agreed and distril; t s
among the Provinces, several of which were often late in payin uCP;
the other har}d, in practice the system often allowed thepPiovfi;;lc ]
that were yvllling to pay to go ahead without unanimity. In tl?s
Br‘azﬂlan difficulties, the objections of Friesland that had yr;lrtic I :
grievances over the Dutch East Indies Company in which I;i)t hadu:c:

say, were in this manner often i
gnored. Only when Amster
started to get doubts, the whole venture floundered. m

As tp its institutions, the Union continued with the old State
(Txeneral which had been operating in the Burgundian inherita ;
since the 15th Century, then as a centralising body of the soverein (;e
Dur}ng the r(?volt against Spain, it had started to convene (ille al% .
on its own initiative since 1576 first in Brussels, then Ant%»/ )
Middelburg and Delft, eventually settling in the Noréh in The H e
The States _General were considered the supreme body formed baglll::.
representatives of the Provinces who were not independenty 3
cogld only vote according to the instructions they received fri)n
th.e¥r own provincial States, in Holland in turn dominated b ;ﬂ
Cities and their patriciates as we saw. Y e

o ofStl}rllce the death of W?lliam the Silent (1584) when the final
of the new state remained to be decided, there was also a
Council of State. This was not the continuation, however, of the old
Habsburg Council of State which had operated in BrL;ssels Seil('l)

1531 to a351§t the sister of Charles V representing the Emperor in tlie
Low Countries during his absence and which had included the m ¥
important nobility. In the Republic it was meant as the executive aSSt
of the gov.emment. It consisted of independent members who votgg
by rpajprlty and had to consider the general rather than th

provincial interests. Its jurisdiction was unclear, however, and ifi
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became subservient to the States General which were subservient to
the interests of the Provinces especially those of Holland and its
cities. As Holland was underrepresented in the Council of State, it
favoured the States General which as a consequence started to sit
permanently as from 1593. This seems to also have suited the
stadholder in his military tasks. The Council of State was thus
reduced to presenting initiatives, especially in military matters and
foreign policy to the States General and gave advice. As the only
truly supra-provincial organ of the Republic, it was neutralised by
the States General and could not decide anything.

As just mentioned the Provinces were ruled by their States,
each in their own manner. Whilst the most important ones, those of
Holland, which had started to convene at their own initiative since
1572, therefore also before the secession from Spain in 1581, were
entirely dominated by their municipal patriciates, this was not
necessarily so in the other Provinces where the remaining nobility

might be more powerful and the towns less® In Zeeland in

8 |t should be realised that during the Republic no new nobility was created.
What there was as nobles were those created under the Holy Roman Empire
or by its vassals. In Holland, there were few noble families left by 1795
and the title of count was itself in abeyance after the Habsburgs had given
up their rights at the peace with Spain in 1648. There was only one barony
in Holland (Liesvelt, belonging to the Frisian Nassaus) and several lower
Jordships, in theory all dependent on the count of Holland. In Gelre, the
duchy and county of Zuthphen were equally in abeyance after 1648 - the
duchy was offered to stadholder William III upon the suggestion of the city
of Nymwegen in 1675 but the abandonment of the provincial sovereignty in
this manner created much unease in Holland and Zeeland and the stadholder
saw himself forced to refuse the offer. Of the two counties in Gelre created
under the duke, Buren belonged to the House of Orange and Culemborg to
the city of Nymwegen. There were a large number of other local lordships,
created under the former regime. In Overijsel there was the lordship of
Rechteren, Voorst and Twickel besides several others originally dependent
on the bishop of Utrecht. In the North there had been minor local lordships,
through intermarriage much reduced in number by 1795. Most of the local
lords would eventually style themselves as barons. All of them were
represented in the States of each Province and as such there was provincial
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particular, the House of Orange had great influence in the local
States thrqugh their marquisates of Vere and Flushing which OC;
them the first nobles in that Province with an important vot n s
States, even at times when they were not stadholder o

. There were two important other offices i i

in principle at Province levgl but with a ;)Jfrfliz‘:lsfll?n::}tlieose’?}lllbhc o
the stadholdership referred to many times abO\;e :1513 wel:e
rbiaecrllspenslf(;pate of Holland. As we already saw, the stadholder l:az

an officer in the sense of a provinci i i

of Charlgs‘ V. William the Silent%ad oftezﬂ l%:evr? rsrz)orst;r;?;:g o
when Phxhp II left for Spain for good in 1559, the Prince of OrZ;en
was gppomted stadholder for Holland, Zeeland and Utre:cl%te
reportlpg to Philip’s sister as the latter’s representative in Brussel ’
He resigned from this function in 1566, well before the outbreai(e Sf
the revolt. There were other stadholders for the other Provin y

After the revolt became more successful in the North, obviousl Cis.
stadholders could not as such function any longe; T heS *ow
became functionaries of each Province, to start with'the Pri)rllcrem(:\;

potbllity. Aﬁer 1813 when there was a sovereign in the Netherlands, all were
Ln elg;rated.m wth then became the Dutch nobility which was much,en]arged
Pyrtl he maltn far.rlnhgs of the patriciate and also formed the upper Chamber of
arliament until 1848. All the old patrician families b i

: : . came entitled to the

prefix ‘Jonkheer’, not a title of nobility, how Y
; ever, i i
manner of the English baronetcies. ’ ver, but hereditary in the
In the new unitary kingdom after 1815
. , the duchy of Gelre and th
counties of Ho_lland and Zeeland were not revived. The only Dutch dur;hy iz
now _that' of Limbourg, vested in the Royal House. There was one Dutch
prmc‘lpallty created, that of Waterloo, given to the Duke of Wellingt
now in the Belgian nobility. glon and
In the formalistic protocol of the 17

- th Century, even in th
R;gubllc, the .desertc_:d former order still counted, however. yRepresentativeZ
0 kelre, e.g. in foreign embassies like the one to the peace talks in Munster
took precedence as representatives of a duchy over those of Hoiland whicl;
was only a county (because of its preponderance, it had, however, two

representatives in the delegation). In
. . precedence, Zeel
Utrecht, Friesland, Overijsel and Groningen. eeland followed, then
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Orange as of 1572 in Holland and Zeeland and as of 1576 in Utrecht.
Later on, the House of Orange usually operated as such in five or six
Provinces, except for the two stadholderless periods before and after
William III. A younger branch of the Nassau family was stadholder
in Friesland and sometimes Groningen, also during the time when
there was no stadholder in the other Provinces.

The stadholdership was therefore a provincial office and in
each Province, the stadholders’ power was different but always
limited. It was mainly in the appointment of magistrates out of a list
of two presented by the local authorities, although there were
variations per Province. For the stadholders there was, however, also
the important function of head of the army in each province and
often of the navy in Holland and Zeeland. In practice it unified the
army for the Republic. This had been particularly important during
the stadholderships of Maurits and Frederic Henry and the
diminution of this role after the peace of Munster had given rise to
considerable friction between the young stadholder William I and
Holland. Eventually it lead to the lack of preparedness for war in
1672, aggravated because of the absence of a stadholder and head of
the army in five Provinces in the immediately preceding period
during the minority of William IIL. The stadholders would also give
advice to and often be consulted by the States General in a variety of
matters, notably also foreign affairs. In this manner they were able to
exert more influence and, in any event, exerted considerable moral

authority.”

 ——

% In fact, the stadholders out of the House of Orange, although in Dutch
terms only functionaries of the various Provinces, maintained de facto a very
different status. This was s0O first because of their decent from William the
Silent, the leader of the revolt against Spain, but there were important other
reasons. First as Princes of Orange, a principality south of Lyons, they were
sovereigns in their own right. They also held major possessions in the
Republic, like Breda, Geertruidenberg and Bergen op Zoom below the
rivers, and Buren in Gelre. As first nobles of Zeeland (marquesses of Vere
and Flushing), the Princes of Orange in fact dominated its States also during
the period that they were not stadholders and could therefore also exert
important influence in the Republic through this channel. Through their

76

i o ;I]Z;szzi durirtlﬁ; the Dutch Portuguese war the stadholders
e as there was no stadholder at that ti i

. ' t time. Earlier
o .

bgé rllnfztltz Liavc}a)t;tstlealcllml% up to it, the stadholder Frederic Henry had

rable to the Portuguese, as we saw i
‘ , , and considered th
welcome new allies agai i i o
gainst Spain, which was also i

, the view of

ﬁlr:r:se, a country much favoured by this stadholder. At the time of

ar itself, it was, however, the other provincial functionary, the

raadspensionary of Holland, J ‘
important » Johan or Jan de Witt, who was

The raadspensionaries’ office can best i
i;,cretary of the States of each Province. Natu?aeilydet;inzii 2:
olland was the most important. He was in charge of the agend
prepared a'nd presided over the meetings of the States and alg was
I?Ir;en(;f c;helrd re};l)regentatives in the States General, both the Stz(t)ezvili

nd and the States General residing i :

other. At the 'level of the Republic, thegragdts};ilf:?f::r; Z);t I;(z)l?acg
acted as a kind of foreign minister. He conducted the for iz

corre§pondence and received embassies, although as al elgn
;r;i:tlonedf,f Fhe (stadholders often exerted de facto influen(r:zal i:lx

ign affairs (as did the Council of S i

con_51.derably although in advisory capacity oxtlell;é),lts;)otﬁzt\;r:i;atv fl:y
position of the raadspensionary of Holland was the more powerfi fi
when there was no stadholder as was the case with Jan de \I;Vitte;ut
the States General always had the ultimate say and often a oint ed
special commissioners to negociate with foreign pow?r)s aﬁd

g:;;agde p((j)li;:ies, they became closely related to the royal houses of

nd and Prussia (Brandenburg). They were rich and maintai

and court that was not unlike that of E e S e

: uropean heads of state. Thei

in the Hague, Honselersdijk bt s

le, jk and at Het Loo were not large b

and of considerable beauty full of Dutch 17th Century art Be Dul sumptuows

e ltlhlich more modesF was the set up of the Frisian stadholders, who
at Leeuwarden until they came into the Orange inheritance,after

1732 (shared with Prussia i i
proa (shated Wit ) and obtained the stadholdership for all the
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embassies, certainly also with Portugal over the difficulties in the
East and West Indies.

The office of raadspensionary was not without danger. The
greatest raadspensionaries of Holland, Johan van Oldebarnevelt and
Johan de Witt both paid with their lives, the first on the scaffold, the
latter being lynched. The immediate cause varied but the deeper
reason was in both cases resistence to the House of Orange in favour
of provincial autonomy. In the case of Johan de Witt, who had been
raadspensionary of Holland since 1653, his mistrust of the Princes of
Orange has often been said to date from the treatment of his father,
former burgomaster of Dordrecht, who a few years earlier had been
taken prisoner under stadholder Wiliam II when the States of
Holland had opposed the latter. In truth, the De Witts had long been
exponents of the patriciate of the towns of Holland,"® representatives
and protectors of its powers and, as such, jealous and natural
opponents of the influence of the Orange stadholders, all the more so
as these stadholders were a truly binding force between the
Provinces and as such promoted the concept of a unitary state.

There was also a policy reason. Because of the close
relationship between the House of Orange and the English royal
family at that time - William II had married the Princess Royal,
Mary Stuart, mother of the later William III, who himself was to
marry another Mary Stuart - Johan de Witt feared that Orange
stadholders would be too close to England which he mistrusted.
England was in any event an important competitor and both as a
country and in population far larger than the Republic. This fear
proved in the short term misplaced as William III showed in 1672,

10 Dordrecht was traditionally the first town of Holland only later eclipsed
by Amsterdam. Johan de Witt had, however, married into the powerful
Amsterdam family of the Bickers and became through them also related to
the De Graeff family, another important Amsterdam family at the time. The
role of the Bickers was often contested. They were fiercely anti-Orange and
were banned from office after 1672.
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but it is true that when William III also became king of England aft

1688, the Republic declined faster and started to become more a:c;
more an jdppgx‘ldage to the English. Maybe this was unavoidable, but
it was a justified concern of Jan de Witt who saw the independénce
of. tbe Republic and within it the overriding role of Holland, and
within Holland the central role of the towns and their patricia;e I:x

the l')est‘guarantee for the continuation of its well-being and wea’lthS
In his view, both England and France had to be contained, but he;
seemed to see England as the greater danger, although in ,the end

To sum it up, there was no single pers institution i
Republic that could alone decide afyth?ng.onT?lzén;ttlz?t];;o?};zetrh ?
depended on the States of the Provinces and could in major affaiérls
only operate on the basis of unanimity. Especially in matters of war
they had to be unanimous, although those who wanted to pay could
often. get. their way. Even in the case of unanimity, the fi)rllancial
contributions had to come from the Provinces which v:/ere often late
The stadholder, assuming there was one, had only modest provinciai
powers and was as head of the army still dependent for policy and
fundl-ng on the States General, which could not act without the
Provinces. The Council of State was subservient to the States
General.and could not act at all. The Raadspensionary of Holland
had an important role in foreign affairs but was ultimately again
fully dependent on the often powerless States General. It is thus
;l'??r that the wl.'nole decision making process in the Republic was
a; dl:;vzllctlull.?:gllcllent' On the other hand it prevented rash decisions

1 :
The power structure in Portugal after 1640 which probably not less

ﬂiffusc }a:lth(;lugh very different. The new king did not rule as an absolute
onarch and was surrounded by a variety of council jurisdicti
were not much better defined. ’ netls whose Jurisdictions
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Nevertheless the constitutional arrangements were
inadequate. Prince Maurits after the fall of Oldebarnevelt might
have had a chance to change them if he had wanted too but he was
not sufficiently interested. William Il was interested but not trusted.
William III after the fall of de Witt might have been in a good
position to effectuate change but he did not pursue the matter either
after he re-established his own position in the various Provinces."
Eventually he fully directed his attention to the European scene, the
containment of Louis XIV and, in this context, his accession to the

throne of England.

3 The Wealth of the Republic and the Role of the East and West
Indies Companies

The true cause of the wealth of the Republic, which was
poor in own resources (it produced only fish - especially herring
although in great quantities but caught on foreign shores - bricks and
some dairy products), in the 17th Century, was the willingness and
ability of its merchants to take risk and act first as buyers and
subsequently as sellers of most commodities. In doing so they were
also able to organise the shipping of these goods to the Northern
Netherlands (mainly Holland, especially Amsterdam, and Zeeland),
store them for as long as necessary in their warehouses, finance and
insure this often enormous inventory, and at the right time ship the
goods out to the most ready buyer. The next step was the upgrading
of their wares. Craftsmen of all kinds subsequently found their way

2 At first it was doubtful whether Utrecht, Gelre and Overijsel could re-
establish themselves as Provinces in the former manner as their behaviour in
the war of 1672 had hardly been exemplary and Holland and Zeeland
considered them conquered territory. William IIT insisted that they retake
their former place in the Republic and was successful. As a consequence he
gained great influence in these Provinces. As we saw in Nt. 8 above,
Gelderland offered him the sovereignty as duke but he declined after the

unease this caused in the other Provinces.
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They were initially much hel i i
] ped in their effort

ic:;osllgrgsof Ithe Schelt river after Antwerp was retaken by (t)lrxes S?)Zln:i]l?

- It meant the end of Antwer i

5. : P as a trading center i
competltlon? with Amsterdam, It also gave the Republigc a tr:criinm
Zc:tnopoly in tl?e Southern Netherlands. Most importantly man;g/

Werp merchants left for the North. It was thei ' whi
made much of the early Asian ventur possi en tho abaommr
es possible when the ab i
of Portugal by Spain in 1580 rendered it ; i - Dutch
. red it impossible for the D t

Lrtl‘e;)chamts to obtain the East and West Indian products throlllxgllll
Lisbon. One hundred years later, the Republic had another major

foreign tal'ent was well known, Portuguese jews were so wel d
whep Spain started to prosecute them after 1580. The Re cl())lr'n P:

relative tolerance towards foreign life styles and religions sle)u zic »
w:cll and strengthened it economically and financially, whj in tarn
reinforced this tolerance. Y e in

3
Luxury articles like fine woolle i
n cloth, gobelins, diamonds a d
\a;/]a}re were exported to all parts of Europe. All that had to do withnﬁsthflifit
rsn :fhngﬁtbecamle Du(tjch specialities, including the building and equipment of
vessels and warships. Th. i i
enomian s Yess Republie p €y were at times even delivered to the
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As to these sources of supply, the goods came at first rpos-tlif1
from Northern Europe (Dantzig, the Danish, Swedish and Emms1
ports and even from the Russian ports of Novgto)rod amilAr;:r Oa;:ggl Z

i i i d copper, subsequently

mainly for grain, wood, iron an subsear / e

produce fro

t (the Smyma trade) for carpets and O :
I\;\?;:,‘tt;m( Asia and from other Southern European ports m«i
Lisbon/Setubal for salt and wine,'® and finally from thfa CO1OI'1€,211
trade, until 1580 through Lisbon and when that became 1mpos;1thee

, i d thereby an enemy O

Portugal became part of Spain and t e

K:;Ebh?: 16 iften from posts in the East Indies taken from Portugal.

_—__‘_’________,_,______-———————"——“""_’
her faith. After the secession fror? Spain in1 1502 1tn l())fc:rrl?; g:: réx: vtl}:ﬁts toghyt
e could Bl B o tlt%:: S“S/:;Z m;ny among the foreigners,
315(; tuhlz\rlLu?x:el:rr‘:ste?rfda::lrt].m’lr“‘he jews were also able to r'nainta'm major
;s)a:\;gogue); especially in Amsterdam; the Portuguese jews Eacvlv 332:
e);pecially for them. Only Calvinists could hold public (;Jflﬁgsi,stig fer\,o;
Nevertheles under the patriciate that held these ofﬁce§, calvi e e
was not always great. Amongst flhe'Stadho\lgﬁii:x?ﬁemssilg‘n tpznd o
supported the stricter Calvinist aCtl.Olils. ' et o icter
n more tolerant. William III agan tende

g?f‘;rc)ilal?;dth:;ehad no say, but William the Silgm as leader of }:l:; r‘egnc:jl; (z;n:(i)
his successors were often seen by the popglatnon at larfge ;V;I-Slof i
be more fiercely calvinistic than the patriciate), as defen eduswc o o
and the attitudes of the stadholders were tk.\erefo.re often cprt\ e et
religious disputes where they tended to side with the stricte

than with the more lenient patriciate.

15 There was even a fairly lively trade withhSpa';n (C'agiz)ortzdte;ef(gilt%rﬁ
i anis
inly for colonial products. From other p
iigimerga\;vi:e wool, citrus fruits and salt. This tradeh wa; 'natlflrallytifrl;li ct)i
’ sani iti ied to arrest the ships irom
. ident and the Spanish authorities trie . '
1;:11: cnA;;tcr the peace with Spain in 1648, the Spanish trade increased

rapidly.

. . ot
16 1t is important to mention here that the Republic was at first most ups

i in, for political and military reasons
he occupation of Portugal by Spain, : .
?)tt):/‘il(t):lsfyogutelo less because of the loss of the colonial trade with Portugal.
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The sales outlets were at first mostly in France,'® England19 and
Germany,zo all countries weakened by internal strife and unable to

The States General tried on several occasions to help the pretender Don
Antonio, prior of Crato and an illegitimate sibling of the Portuguese royal
house, to gain power, but at that stage in its own struggle with Spain the
Republic had simply not the means to do much. When, however, in the wake
of the defeat of the Armada in 1588, the English and Dutch sent a fleet first
to successfully capture La Coruna in Spain and subsequently to liberate
Lisbon, they found the Portuguese indifferent to Don Antonio. As from

1590 the Dutch therefore resolved to obtain their own trading posts in the
East and later West Indies.

Y In its heyday, one fleet of around 40 ships would go to the East Indies
each year. Their return value, fully laden must in modern terms have
amounted to at least US$ 15 million each (including the value of the ship),
for a total therefore of around US$ 600 million annually. One reason why in
1672 and 1673 the Republic could maintain the war was that in both years it
managed to preserve the Indies fleets (and also the Smyrna fleets).

B The trade with France had been extensive until 1648 but since France
did not sign a peace with Spain in that year (only in 1659 in the Peace of the
Pyrenees) and felt deserted by the Republic against Spain, trade suffered.
The Treaty of 1662, see Nt. 1 above, eased the situation but after 1668 the
situation again deteriorated and trade ceased altogether during the war with

France between 1672- 1678. So it did during the Nine Years War between
1688-1697.

Y The English trade suffered greatly when in 1651 the English passed the
Act of Navigation which required all trade into England to be carried by
English ships, except that ships of the country of origin of the goods could
land them in England. It was not the immediate cause of the first
Dutch/English War from 1652-1654, however, which came from a naval
incident between the Admirals Tromp and Blake, but the bad relationship
made this war possible. It went poorly for the Dutch, other trade also
suffered, the population started to become restless and demanded the
elevation of the two year old Prince of Orange (William III) to the
stadholdership, all reasons for Johan de Witt as de facto leader of the
patriaciate (and acting foreign minister since 1653) to seek a deal with
Cromwell. In any event, the Dutch continued to trade with English ports for
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organise themselves on a similar scale, but this changed and trade
particularly with France and England became less dependable.
There was naturally also a considerable return trade with the
countries of the major supplies, mainly in Europe and the Levant.
All trade depended on access and absence or minimalisation of
import and export duties. These were therefore matters of major
concern to the Republic and it sought as a consequence favourable
treaties in these areas. If it was unduly hindered, it was willing to
fight as the wars with England and Sweden showed. Similarly it was
willing to fight for its sources of supply and their extension as was
clear in the war with Portugal. To this end Dutch sailors would scout
the whole world and after East Asia, they turned their attention to
North America. Soon they also developed an interest in the
Caribbean sugar trade. Then came Brazil, also for sugar.

compete with the VOO Th :hifl;])iing' Ccompanies were allowed to
original College of Directors, Lll’lf’sl“;gu::ompanles cpnstituted the
burgomasters of each town rep T

At this stage, the role of the East and West Indies
Companies should be mentioned. The East Indies Company (VOC)
was created in 1602 and was probably the first limited liability
company that issued shares to its participants which shares were

colonial products which the English could not obtain anywhere else. The
second Dutch/English War in 1665 went much better for the Republic but
concerned mostly possessions in North and South America. At the peace of
Breda in 1667 it was agreed that the English would keep New Amsterdam
(New York) and the Dutch Suriname, a remarkable exchange which shows
that for supply and trading purposes Suriname was at that time as important
to the Republic as New York. More importantly perhaps was that in this
peace, the English surrendered all their claims to the Dutch East Indies
where they had particularly contested the Dutch conquest of Ambon

(Amboina) in the Moluccan Islands.

2 The trade with Germany foremost took place up the Rhine river. Wine
and wood were bought and herring, sugar, spices and luxury goods sold. !
Cologne and Frankfurt were the centers of this trade. From the north, |
through Embden, Bremen and Hamburg, the Dutch also accessed the Eems, |
Weser and Elbe rivers where they bought wood and beer and sold their |

herrings, sugar, spices and luxury products.
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the Dutch East Indisch Company’s possessions were limited hto tsom}e‘
of the Moluccan Islands and a small part ofh J a\;zg.zéf wasa: Zblo:gto
i in the s W
emnor, Jan Pieterszoon Coen who 1n '
gngolidate the Dutch position and take ful\l, Opgsscz;dslc(;nMc;fl azl;
later, the adde
Moluccans and Java. Twenty years 1aicl, o Moy
hern India (Coromandel an alabar),
and part of Ceylon and Sout and 0
i 1d was reached with Portuga
until a truce for that part of the worl . :
the VOC completely
in 1644. As a consequence of its Qohcy,
ri?)?légolised the trade in these territores and would regul;t]e the
supply of their products into the European markets. Althoug ap&r;
and China were closed to Westerners, the Compal})f was alwaycsl a1 °
to maintain a small trading post outside Nagasaki in J :apan6z;n als
managed to conduct trade with China via Formosa (until 1661).

21
The West Indies Company (WIC) dated from 1621 A ar;)d ?:1?
a very different origin and purpose. In the ygirs;:rftcgrz;‘(t‘ \e{ b :a d(;
i i from mainly
with clandestine Portuguese support e
develop a substantial trade
Castelo, had already been able to lal (e VI
i ish attempts to prevent this. .
Brazil regardless of the Spanis S 10 : i
imari hicle in the struggle aga
was, however, prlmarxly meant as a ver e
i i the Spanish (and Portuguese
Spain and designed to capture . (racing
i h America. Its other purp
fleets from the Carribean and Sout . P e
i 1 der to undermine the loyalty
to start local trading posts m or L eome
i ish and Portuguese so that the
local population to the Spanis \ and neome
i itori h and preferably cease.
from their territories would diminis e wolved
isati ightly different from that of the .
organisation was sligl ' oL g the
ddelburg, Rotterdam, |
were only Amsterdam, Mi e tore
i i i ther). There were
Provinces Friesland/Groningen (toge ) e
i i d the daily management elec y
from these interested parties an ! o
i ly for 3 years each. Its exclusiv
them consisted of 19 members, only I elusive
first renewal therefore bemng
icense was granted for 24 years, the .
111232 Its allgotted region was the West Coast of Africa and the East

i i i 1609-1621
21 ¢ was created immediately after the truce with Spain hﬁ:ml, s
had ended. One of the conditions of the truce had been that n

Company was set up by the Dutch.
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Coast of (all) America. Because of the very purpose of the West
Indies Company, the Republic was much more involved in its affairs
than in those of the VOC, subsequently also because it proved far
less self sufficient, especially after the peace with Spain, and the
States General had much more influence on it and concerned itself
much more with it than with the VOC. Like in the VOC,
shareholders, of whom there were many small ones in Zeeland, had
no influence on the management.

Pirating was thus one of the main aims and there was
success in 1628 when Piet Hein captured the Spanish home bound
fleet, a feat still sung in present Dutch folklore. Not until 1635 were
substantial parts of the Capitania of Pernambuco conquered (Olinda
and Recife in 1630, Rio Grande in 1633, St Augustin and Parahiba
in 1634 and the Arraial containing fortresses around Olinda and
Recife in 1635) after the Capitania of Bahia was won and lost in
1624/1625 when the WIC started to concentrate on Pernambuco that
was the richest in sugar. To leave Bahia alone proved tactically a
mistake as it left the Portuguese with an important defence base from
which they later conducted a guerilla war against the Dutch and were
able to first delay Dutch territorial success and subsequently to
combat it. When the capable Count Johan Maurits of Nassau-Siegen,
of the German main branch of the Nassau family - himself now best
known for the Mauritshuis in the Hague which he had built* -

2 Johan Maurits was not only a successful army commander but had much
wider cultural and intellectual interests which he took to Brazil. He loved
the country and took great pains to learn more about it. To this end he
maintained a considerable court including important scholars, painters and
craftsmen. Much of what became subsequently known about Brazil, its
geography, population, culture, climate, diseases, wildlife and vegetation
was the result of his interests and efforts. It is uncontested that he was the
most important early explorer of Brazil and its potential. He was tolerant of
the diversity of its population, instituted religious freedom, wanted the
Portuguese to stay in the Dutch acquired territories, attracted all kind of
adventurers, favoured the trade of others than the WIC (whom he belied
would do better out of taxing powers than out of taking all the trade and risk
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became the governor in 1637, there was some hope of enduring
success and the Dutch possessions were extended, but the support he
received from home proved too little to consolidate the progress
although the supply of slaves increased after the Dutch were able to
start to conquer some Portuguese territory in West Africa, first
Elmina in Guinea in 1637. Angola and Sdo Tomé would follow in
1641 and provide more suitable slave labour.

Johan Maurits’ position had become more difficult,
however, after 1640 when Portugal regained its independence. When
a truce was agreed at the end of 1641 and the garrisons were much
reduced, he protested and was recalled the next year by the near
bankrupt WIC which found his operations too expensive. After
much hesitation by the States General, they concurred with the recall
and asked Johan Maurits to come back for other services. He did not
leave before May 1644 and did not go unnoticed. Things got worse
fast thereafter. It was clear that the WIC had imprudently relied on
mainland Portugal to contain the situation in Brazil after the truce of
1641. It did not prevent the heavily indebted Portuguese sugar
planters in Recife to rise against the WIC in 1645, no doubt with
help from Bahia and the situation reached a low point when the
admiral Witte de With deserted his commission in Brazil in 1649.
By that time Brazil was already virtually lost for the Dutch - the last
outposts in Pernambuco fell in 1654 - and so were Angola and Séo
Tomé in West Africa which had been retaken by Portugal in 1648

after only seven years of Dutch dominance.

It proved the zenith of much of the ambition of the WIC.
With the end of the war with Spain in 1648, the WIC’s pirate role
was now also finished. It was said that it had been able to seize 576
fully laden ships till then. Without this income, it lost its power and
unavoidably became a more minor affair, dependent for major
projects on the States General. Except for Surinam acquired from

itself and could in any event not alone supply the territories), and seems to
have been genuinely popular.
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temerity to st.art a slave market in Amsterdam.* After a few earl
years of profitability, bankruptcy was never far away and jt coulc)i/

not compare to the continuing success of the VOC. During the

sperated'virtuglly under the supervision of the States General and

ofej,ct:r:emfmancxally totally dependent on the Republic’s Support. Part
oney came from the renewal of the VOC Ii in

(together with that of the WIC) for another 25 years feense in 1647

Both the VOC and WIC hardl .
.. Yy survived
Dutch Republic in 1795 and were both bankrupt ;; 17“32 end of the

4 The Events leading up to the Portuguese War

When earlier in 1596 a hundre
_ ' d negro slaves had been b
Mldd‘elburg, they were immediately set free by the municipalitymz;lngcll1 ttt:Z
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gone downhill fast after the expensive Johan Maurits .of. Nf;zz;u 'lll‘:i
been more or less fired by the WIC and had left Brazﬂll? . ed. e
truce of 1641 did not hold, although .mamland Poﬁuga eflgr\lw d et
of knowledge of the guerrilla activm.es from Bahia. Rect te: e
after 1645 and the last outposts 1n l?emambuco wen .
Angola and S0 Tomé were already lost in 1648.

On the home front the States General had hardly km:iwn
what to do. The truces in the West and later in the East had lefi at
the time to much soul searching, differences between the Provinces

and between them and the VOC and WIC who were against a truce.

The WIC wanted a peace in which its position in the Capitanias of

Pernambuco, Bahia and Maranhdo were z'iccepted. It is tr}lefthaiv ;hlzfl
did not have Bahia but they were glz:amn‘g) etloieizgq:l:rb;t isra ocd
Johan Maurits had instructions an ey d to 4
iti ater transpired Johan Maurits hlms?lf tt}oug

ioz‘;:g;aghz‘;glgs }3ahia unfgasible). As for Maranhao, it waz
partly occupied by the Dutch and was thought of httlle cort1§521ueri;e
to the Portuguese and difficult for them to defend. A te;rrtla i ° g,

WIC was willing to accept a peace on the basis of the status quo.

This proved all unacceptable to the Portuguese w;? hacll1 ts:}r:;
Tristao de Mendonga Furtado - a former general who ha bl.(:uga e
Dutch in Brazil - as first ambassador to the Repudl e
beginning of 1641 to seek a) support for Portuguese c;n ﬁgﬁer nee
and protection against Spain, b) to buy supplies and ¢

ships and crews for which the new King Joao IV had set aside all the

salt revenue for 1641, ¢) to prevent any peace deal wghdslzall:e;artig‘lz
expense of Portugal and its overseas posspsswps, an ()1 :)O ctrieve
the lost territories and to agree the p(?llcy 'w1th .rega; o
conquests of Spanish overseas possessions 1n Asia, the

and South America.

The States General were willing to support ménnla.nc}:l1
Portugal and to send a fleet against nglz to seize t}:e : \I:,?S:Islg
colonial fleet in 1641 although some Provinces were m(;)sthumSelves
to contribute to the COSts. The States General showed the ,
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however, upset and appalled at the request for the return of
territories (which centered particularly on Brazil and Guinea in
exchange for an indemnification) which in their view were acquired
in a just war against Spain and which Portugal itself had only
obtained through conquest. They were willing, however, to share
future conquests of Spanish possessions. Whilst there was thus
support in principle for mainland Portugal, in the matter of the
overseas possessions there was no agreement at all and this was to
bedevil the negociations and the form of the treaty that was reached

in June 1641 which was no more than a ten year truce to be followed
by a peace later.

The ratification was held up in Portugal because of vivid
disappointment with the Dutch refusal to return any territory. In any
event, because of the normal communication problems at the time, it
became only effective one year after ratification in the East and six
months after ratification in the West (and immediately only in
Europe), unless the truce instruction reached the relevant territories
earlier when that date became the effective date for the end of
hostilities. The ensuing delays gave the VOC and WIC precious
time for further conquests and in this vital period Malacca and most
of Ceylon were captured by the VOC and Angola, Sdo Tomé and
Maranhio by the WIC. Although Furtado’s refusal to enter into an
immediate peace on the basis of the status quo eventually allowed
Portugal to recover Angola, Sdo Tomé and Pernambuco (which the
Dutch had always suspected to be the true reason for the Portuguese
refusal to seek an immediate peace), the price was the loss of
significant territory in the East, whilst in Africa and Brazil the
struggle effectively continued which naturally had its effect on the
support the Republic was willing to give to mainland Portugal, also
in the context of its peace negociations with Spain. In fact the
support function in the absence of an official peace also in the
colonies, made the treaty of 1641 unworkable but it was the most
that could be achieved in the circumstances.

These further conquests of the Dutch pending the agreed
truce soured relations immediately which were not helped either by
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the lack of success of the combined fleets (poorly equipped by the
Dutch and joined by a better French contingent) before Cadiz in
1641. Moreover, it was not always clear who had what after the
truce became known in the East and West Indies. Notably in Ceylon
it lead to further hostilities which only subsided in 1644 when in
Goa demarcation lines were agreed which left the Dutch with most
of the island. All these problems lead to a new Portuguese embassy
to the Republic now headed by Andrade Leitao, a lawyer, with as
first aim to obtain a second Dutch support fleet. This was not exactly
the best way to make himself popular as the States General had not
even managed to settled the bills for the first one. Subsequently he
asked for restitution of territory gained by the Dutch since the
previous year, invoking the spirit rather than the letter of the
agreement reached earlier when Portugal had refused a peace but
had specifically agreed to the one year and six months delays, the
effect of which were aggravated by the Portuguese lack of early
ratification. Great was the irritation therefore in the Netherlands,
probably also because the new Ambassador had no instructions for a
peace that the truce treaty required. To make matters worse, Tows
with contractors in his residence lead to it being plundered. The
instigators could not be found and although the States General
insisted with the States of Holland, which were here competent, that
the Portuguese Ambassador should be given satisfaction, nothing
happened. In the meantime, the States General themselves started to
play for time whilst Andrade Leitao had problems with his
communications with his King. The end result was that relations

deteriorated fast.

Yet there were early signs that things did not go all the
Dutch way. Fever attacked the Dutch contingent in Sdo Tomé which
was for a while abandonned whilst in Maranhdo the locals revolted
against the WIC and drove out its troups. It gave the Portuguese in
Brazil, if not at home, the idea to continue the hostilities indirectly
through guerrilla activity, also encouraged by the end of Johan
Maurits’ rule. It is clear that the VOC and WIC were entirely
mercenary even if they had the legal arguments on their side. The
States General and certainly also the Stadholder saw this. The
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f)ormer insisted with the Companies on some satisfaction to the
ortuguese but were not themselves powerful enough nor probably

.Andrade Leitdo thus achieved nothing which made the Kin
move him on to become one of the Portuguese ambassadors to thi
peace conference between the Republic and Spain at Munster. He at
first refused to leave but was officially replaced by Sousa Co.utinho
a clpse cor'lfidant of the King, although Andrade Leitao alsc;
cqntmued his activities with the States General whilst quarrellin

with SQusa Coutinho. The result was more confusion but thg
emphas1s‘ had shifted from a second support fleet to inclusion of
Portugal in .the peace with Spain and the restitution issue. In view of
the large income the VOC was obtaining out of their recent
conquests and their powerful position, they were unlikely to return
them and the States General were increasingly unlikely and perhaps
unable to force them. The Portuguese understood this so that thg

cqncentrated on Brazil where the WIC was the weaker target a}sl
without n'luch of its pirate income after Portugal became inde egndent
from Spain, they became for their funding much more depenlzlent on
the Stz}tes General. Yet Portugal’s two objectives remained
contradictory as before: asking for support from the Republic in
Europe whilst insisting on its concessions overseas. The States
General could not entirely ignore the Portuguese reque.sts however

because of the support they found in France and by t,he a ein,
stadtgolder who had here the land Provinces on his side 'Ig‘hesi
Provinces looked first at the war against Spain from wl{ich the

suffered more than Holland and Zeeland, were little involved in ch
overseas possessions and begrudged the sea Provinces their
prosperity. As to Brazil, Holland and Zeeland were ultimatel

decisive, however, as they were the Provinces most directlz

involved. Only when they fell out on this i i i
Pomiat turm dectsively. is issue did the tide for

This happened when things started to
T vh go badly after Joh
Maurits finally left Brazil in 1644. Many of the sugar ZIanters :veil;
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heavily indebted to the WIC and those of Recife started to revolt in
1645 in the hope of getting rid of their debts together with the WIC.
Contrary to expectations the planters had some success which
gathered force with secret help from Bahia. Officially the
Portuguese government affected lack of knowledge but from
captured mail it became clear that it was perfectly aware of what was
happening. To avoid a war with the Republic it had been willing to
abandon Pernambuco but when the rebels were increasingly
succesful it naturally started to adopt a wait and see attitude. Now
the States General started to move and looked into support for the
WIC. Yet Holland hesitated whilst the land Provinces, although,
with the exception of Friesland, in principle willing to help, did not

supply the money.

More important was that by now the Brazilian affair was
completely overshadowed by the impending peace with Spain.
Holland pushed for it, Zeeland was against it. Zeeland pushed for
help for the WIC. As already mentioned, Holland (and especially
Amsterdam) became more reluctant, officially because it did not
want to aid the WIC as long as its finances had not been sorted out,
but in reality because it did not believe that there could be a
reasonable return in view of the scale of the help that was needed.
But this help became the price Zeeland exacted for its support of the
peace with Spain. It became a precondition and as a consequence a
fleet was assembled for Brazil to carry 6000 soldiers. Portugal saw
the danger and Sousa Coutinho, in the meantime reinforced by
Antonio Vieira, leader of the Portuguese faction that wanted peace
with the Republic, offered concessions amounting to three million
cruzados for the Dutch rights in Brazil. Alternatively Sousa
Coutinho was instructed to offer the return of Pernambuco but the
States General and WIC doubted whether Portugal could deliver and
were at that moment not in the mood to sell trading posts for money
although the Stadholder supported the idea. The amount was in the
meantime increased to eight million cruzados (without proper
authorisation) but the WIC maintained that this was not even enough
to cover its debt. Zeeland continued to insist on a relief mission but

it took months to assemble and precious time was lost. In the
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negociations, the issue of restitution of terri
itory by the Portu
tv;;asfnow at the center anfi the States General asked for securil;ejﬁ
foit r:srs]:s()ffast[:hl garrison in Bahia. Sousa Coutinho offered the
of Setubal, Viana and Aveiro instead. Whi ippi
their fleet, the States General u it doma I pp e
, S pped their demands and n
;V;I;ted Mgrgnhaofback, besides all of Pernambuco, and ZSOOZn:li(;
as indemnification (the yearly income fi , i
| Brazil
estimated at 150 tons of gold). Where 1 oy s (the
) te . ocal currency wa
cruzado), one million of them equated about 10 tons (};f golsdused (e

In the meantime, Joao IV assembled hi

but had the greatest (financial) difficulties to g;f i(t)vtv:g:t‘;lperr)or;eile;;
?;:alg;c:é }\:vzt)anlslic;kex; :nd }l\lis (t;leet had no difficulty in the crossing
other hand were late and their fleet !
ﬁeatly from storms. In bits and pieces it reached Brazil 5;1;1;;“;;11
arch 1648. The transport of soldiers had greatly suffered and the
were not successful on land. The Portuguese avoided contact at )
in orc}er not to give the Republic a casus belli. This allowed Co i
de' Sa tg divert to Angola and re-conquer Luanda and Séo T(l;rl:l:éa
;fmforcmg the slave supply for the Portuguese possessions in Brazil’
Thwas a severe blow to the Republic and it did not fail to impress:

e States of Holland under the leadership of Amsterdam no
suggested that the negociations should continue in earnest and nW
longer be based on the (exorbitant) demands of the WIC. But th0
cal.p.ture of many loaded Portuguese vessels soon compensate;d for the
military losses and the Dutch demands remained high although th "
abandoned their claims to Maranhdo, left Bahia out o% th:i);

proposals but continued to insist ituti
on restitu
Luanda and Sao Tomé. fion of - Pemambeo.

The weary Portuguese then rec i
; alled their ambassado
l;zd tl;lee'n largely left without instructions and had been forcedr Stow;::(i
eir own authority. The States General did
Coutinho go, however, because h e his orivate debie
, \ e could not pay his private debt
ifa c»;f(as olrjl}yhallowsd to leave in 1650 having barelg escapecel ai-
on his home by the Hague mob and was su
! cceeded by So
de Macedo. The States General in the meantime sent a small );uppl::ratl
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i 1
fleet to Brazil in 1649. They wanted to use more force wl?llts.t 2:’( aild
was lost but the Amsterdam opposition in fa.vour pf pegc;jla 1c;1 s ane
its interest in the trade with Portugal especially in 1tts :v e:ecgwaiting,

that both protagonists i
came stronger. It was clear : .
1‘?1:ws of their §uccesses or lack thereof on the battle fronts in Brazil

5 The Portuguese War

The above gives the flavour and the problems the Eegu:lég
had with Brazil. In fact the Basilian ventures were OVerS aﬁon v
first by the peace with Spain, which as Wwe saw }\Iavzﬁ o anﬁ
ncluded in 1648, then by the differencgs between Holla o
;Zeland in which Zeeland prevailed only mhthidshortt te:xl')r:a::re\:alwmg1
i i f the Munster
the WIC an issue for 1ts support 0 .
g‘:)l;tto Thereafter there were the serious domesgc Pro;)éggnsvt:gt)w:;r;
' der, William 11, in ,
terdam and the new Stadholder, W . :
{;m;ney event, more interested in resuming the war with Spain on the

side of France than in war with Portugal. Subsequentlywh?fl.sﬁ(};r;

death in the same year with only an infant son (th;.l.late.r 1h;2h -
iti in the Republic in W

to a new political balance In ' e

le::t(riiciate became all dominant, Amstel_'dam at its helaa:r. Wh:n

%msterdam was not all powerful which became cheld e

ratification of an important treaty with Denmark was held up by

Zeeland in 1650 failing Holland’s support for Brazil.

Amsterdam relented but the death of the Stad}llolllde]r( Z:Ldr
matters up well into 1651. Macedo Coutinho was now all t ;trzdin
to offer further concessions in terms of '1.ndemmﬁcatlcsmst an adi agi
privileges but no restitution of temtoré\.. Th; . kt: i:laﬁons 2

i i ted all or nothing, .
e it retrospRCt o, el her in Europe mnor in Brazil. A

1 but did not take action, neither p
:i?fsficult war with England followed between 1652 at:)d t}yiﬁei att;le
took all resources. In 1656 there followzc.l a war A«:n e

i her important diversion. Ain

Republic and Sweden, anot : or erdams
i time Jan de Witt, sCi0
main interests lay here. In the meantime e eed to the
y relate
iciate of Holland and through marriage .
I:rttl\':t;;?dim patriciate had become the Raadspensionary for Holland
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in 1653, replacing the orangist and poet Cats. He was likely to
concentrate also on the problems closer home. This all worked in
Portugal’s favour. Yet in Portugal Joao IV faced formidable
problems of his own. He was at war with Spain, maintained only a
fragile truce with the Republic which could turn into war at any
time, and risked war also with England where he had offended the
new Commonwealth of Cromwell. His natural ally, France, was
paralysed by the Fronde until 1653. Thereafter France (Mazarin)
showed itself disappointed about the Portuguese help in the war
against Spain which was only terminated in 1659. The Dutch-
English war allowed Portugal to settle its differences with England,
however, albeit at great cost, and it obtained an important ally.

It also helped that in Brazil things did not turn out well for
the Republic, although it increased the Dutch naval threat to
mainland Portugal. Of the original relief fleet the Dutch had sent to
Brazil at the end of 1647, little was left by 1649 after a second defeat
at Guararapes. The small support they sent in 1649 unaware of the
scale of this defeat gave the Dutch settlements some respite in 1650
and also brought some vital food rations but only for a limited
number of months so that hunger and famine was never far away.
Under these circumstances, the commander Witte de With had
already deserted and returned to the Netherlands in 1649 with two
ships creating a major political headache as to what to do with him,
which pitched the States of Holland further against the States
General. The 1650 support ships returned in 1651 leaving the Dutch
in Brazil without vital protection. Large bills remained to be settled
between the Provinces in respect of the help so far provided. Only

Holland, that was most doubtful, had paid up. It did not help the
formulation of any future strategy.

Portugal in the meantime continued to insist on a negociated
settlement through its embassy in Paris. It probably understood that
the Dutch heart was less and less in the venture and that the Dutch
merchants could be taken up in their mercenary attitudes, to be
bought off with money and large trade concessions, whilst the WIC
(unlike the VOC which now felt free to take Colombo in Ceylon)
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was not able to make its power felt. In the restitution issue, the
Republic now seemed willing to leave Pernambuco to Portugal
except for the main coastal cities and against a lump sum payment,
but the war with England which went badly started to consume all
attention especially of the new Raadspensionary Jan de Witt.
Portugal now took action and reconquered Recife in the beginning of
1654. The other settlements followed within the month. It was the
end for the Dutch in Brazil. The States General did nothing except
slowly dealing with the claims of returning military and settlers. But
they gave the VOC a free hand in the East. The ten year truce was in
any event coming to an end there and all of Ceylon and much of the
Portuguese settlements in India (except Goa and Bombay) were lost.

Now the prudent Joao IV died (1656), leading to a regency
under his wife Queen Luisa. It gave the States General a reason to
reconsider their position and they decided on action. Even
Amsterdam abandoned its opposition, being less burdened by other
political problems at that time whilst it thought that it was a good
moment for Portuguese concessions. The aim remained to recover
Pernambuco in Brazil and Angola and Sio Tomé in Africa. The
States General also meant to receive a large indemnification in gold,
in short, they insisted on the terms of 1648 and a fleet was
assembled to sail to Portugal to obtain these concessions or
something similar or otherwise to declare war.

The Dutch fleet arrived before Cascais in September 1657
but Portugal refused the conditions in reliance on support from
England and France. War was then declared, France tried to mediate,
the Dutch were willing to give up Angola provided there would be
free trade in goods and slaves, but no more. Action of the fleet was
limited, however. The most important feat was that fifteen of the
seventy ships of the Brazilian fleet of that year were taken but
Lisbon was well left alone, protected as it was by a small English
fleet under Admiral Stoakes. The Dutch certainly did not want
another war with England and their fleet returned to the Republic in

November, the practical end of the war, after further instructions of §

the States General to remain in place had failed to reach it in time.
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proved hardly successful whi
ilst Amsterdam w ;
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It is not necessary to follow here the details of the
negociations after the parameters were substantially reset in the
above manner. The Dutch, especially Holland, were tired of Brazil
and had other more pressing concerns. On the other hand the peace
between Spain and France in 1659 and the confusion in England
after the death of Cromwell in 1658 limited the support of these
countries for Portugal which had therefore also to rethink its
position. Jan de Witt now started to negotiate for Holland only and it
came to a formulation of a proposal for a Treaty. It should be
realised that this was not an agreed text as Holland could not bind
the Republic and therefore Portugal had no need to consent either. It
contained in fact the minimum terms on which Holland would agree
a peace and they were presented as a recommendation to the States
General. In the text, the indemnification was set at four million
cruzados payable in sixteen annual installments partly in cash and
products, inciuding salt from Setubal where the Republic would
obtain a monopoly at market prices to be determined from year to
year, whilst toll reductions in Portugal by Dutch ships would also be
deducted. These tolls should in any event not be higher than those
of 1653. The Dutch would be free to buy produce and sell their own
products including weapons and ammunition in the Portugal and its
territories. Trade between Portugal and Brazil would be allowed to
the Dutch on the same conditions as for the Portuguese. As to the
outstanding claims of the Dutch and WIC in Brazil, they would have
to be paid and where real or personal property had been taken from
private citizens, they would be returned. The Dutch and their
families would be free to live in Portugal and its colonies and their

religion would be respected.

Ribeiro had proved a success in narrowing the differences
and was rightly disappointed when he was not allowed to complete
his task which was left to the new Portuguese ambassador,
D.Henrique de Sousa de Tavares, Conde de Miranda. It would be
another two years before the final terms were agreed however.
Eventually the States General accepted these terms by majority only,
Zeeland and Gelre remaining opposed till the end but this did not
prevent ratification on this occasion. Much had happened in
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between. In England Ch
arles II was restored and
' roc
;};e {:rcirtufguhese Princess Catherine of Braganza (p;cql?ier(ij:d ;;om?)rry
andpoff;e cti etc::)wr)./). Subsequently, England started toginterrtrlezz
0 off at tirst its help but later attempted to object and
When it feared that the Dutch would obtain theJ i

succumbing to English
pressure or t.
6th 1661 the Treaty was signed. or to leave the country. On August

Republichiald gggzr;agon ‘"°V§d , Eeat success. Although the
ed 2 possibili
St?tuba] i it did ot worllz osult ility to surrender the salt deal at
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this should go, I think, to Joao IV. He may not have lived to see the
result, but by the time he died, most of the work had been done.**
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