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Colonel Richard Collins – 83rd Regiment of Foot 

During the Society’s three day trip to Urgeiriça and the Beira Alta in 

September 2024, one of the sites visited was the grave of Colonel Richard 

Collins in Gouveia, where he died from wounds during the Peninsular War. 

By Mark Crathorne 

In 1813, Colonel Richard Collins (a Brigadier in the Portuguese Army), 

died in the Jesuit College in Gouveia, which was a military hospital at 

the time. As he was a Protestant, he was buried far from the building, 

close to the exterior wall. In 1910 a monument existed in granite, 

although the inscription had almost disappeared1 – 

“Sacred to the memory of Colonel Richard Collins of his Britannic 

Majesty's 83 Regiment. Died in the service of his country on the 

13 of Feb. 1813. This inscription is entrusted to be added to the 

tribute of esteem offered by his brother officers in the erection of 

this monument, by a friend who knew perfectly his virtues.” 

 

The Câmara of Gouveia, formerly a Jesuit College and military hospital  

                                           
1 Bibliography: Martins de Carvalho, Francisco Augusto. Guerra Peninsular. Notas, 

Episódios e Extractos Curiosos. Coimbra 1910. 
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A headstone, with the symbol of the Ordem da Torre da Espada, 

which is that of Richard Collins is on display in the south-west corner 

of the patio of the Espaço Arte e Memória museum, above a door in the 

wall. The museum is located directly to the north of the Câmara (town 

hall). The other side of the road there is a small public garden, which at 

the time when Colonel Collins died in 1813 was the hospital cemetery. 

His grave was located where currently a set of steps lead down to the 

west exit gate. The cemetery was deconsecrated in the 1930s when the 

municipality created the public garden. In the 1950s, the mayor of the 

time, Manuel Augusto Tavares Ferreira, had the foresight to save two 

2.20 metre high columns and the stone with the Torre da Espada motif. 

   

The fragment from Col. Collin’s tombstone with the Torre de Espada motif 

The Ordem de Torre e Espada is an ancient Portuguese military 

order and is the pinnacle of the Portuguese honours system. This order 

of valour, loyalty and merit was originally created by King D. Afonso 

V in 1459 as the Order of the Sword, inspired by the legend that Arab 

rule in Africa would end when a Christian prince conquered the fortress 

at Fez and was awarded to participants in the conquests in Africa. 
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The public garden where the grave was originally located by the steps 

 

 

The original columns and motif, with an artist’s impression of the tomb2 

                                           
2 With permission of  Rui Ribolhos, Joel Saraiva Correia and Keith Moore from their 

article published in the 2022 edition of the Almadan archaeological journal. 

https://almadan.publ.pt/AdendaElectronicaGeral.htm
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Richard Collins was commissioned into the 83rd Regiment of Foot, 

a regiment raised in Dublin in 1793 by Major William Fitch. He first 

served in the West Indies for seven years as part of the British campaign 

to dispossess the French and Spanish of their Caribbean colonies. In 

1796, he was hit by a musket ball in the chest during the capture of 

Mount Fortune in St Lucia from the French, but recovered. He went on 

to take part in the capture of the island of Trinidad from the Spanish in 

1797, whilst serving under Gen. Sir Ralph Abercrombie. The 83rd was 

then sent to South Africa in 1804 and Collins played a leading role in 

the capture the Dutch colony of the Cape of Good Hope that same year. 

He remained in South Africa for another five years. 

We don’t know when Collins arrived in Portugal. He does not 

appear to have fought with the 83rd at the Battle of Talavera in 1809, 

but Army records show that he fought at the Battle of Bussaco, on 27 

September 1810.  Soon after, he was transferred to the newly re-formed 

Portuguese Army the same year, first serving as the commanding 

officer of Infantry Regiment No. 11.  

Collins fought at the Battle of Albuera in 1811 as a Lt. Colonel,3 

where he commanded the Portuguese Independent Brigade, under 

General Hamilton, consisting of two battalions of Infantry Regiment 

No. 5 of Elvas and a battalion of the 5th Cazadores. The brigade was 

stationed on the left flank of the other Anglo-Portuguese brigades and 

supported about 10,000 men, replacing the 2nd Division, which had 

suffered heavy casualties. Collins was among the 6,000 Allied 

casualties. A cannonball had broken a leg, which later had to be totally 

amputated. 

After fully recovering from his injuries incurred at Albuera, 

Collins returned to the field with a false leg made of cork. He was 

promoted to command the 6th (Portuguese) Brigade of Wellington's 7th 

Division as a Colonel in 1812.4  

                                           
3 With the rank of Colonel in the Portuguese Army. 
4 With the rank of Brigadier in the Portuguese Army. 
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Aged 38, he commanded the 6th Brigade at Salamanca in July 

1812, where he was severely wounded in the head. From here, he was 

transported to the military hospital in Gouveia,5 where he died from his 

wounds seven months later, in February, 1813. 

 

Colonel Collin’s entry in Lionel S. Challis's ‘Peninsula Roll Call’ list 

——  ooOOoo  —— 

Mark Crathorne is the Vice-Chairman of the Society and has been the Editor 

of the Society’s Annual Report since 2014. He has a particular interest in the 

Peninsular War and together with the past chairman, Clive Gilbert, he has 

been guiding visiting members of the Society to tour sites of this campaign in 

Portugal and western Spain for nearly 20 years.  

                                           
5 http://www.allaboutportugal.pt/es/gouveia/monumentos/colegio-dos-jesuitas-

camara-municipal-e-tribunal-de-comarca-de-gouveia 

http://www.allaboutportugal.pt/es/gouveia/monumentos/colegio-dos-jesuitas-camara-municipal-e-tribunal-de-comarca-de-gouveia
http://www.allaboutportugal.pt/es/gouveia/monumentos/colegio-dos-jesuitas-camara-municipal-e-tribunal-de-comarca-de-gouveia

