
Chairman's Report - 2023

Thankfully the lifting of restrictions arising from the Coronavirus pandemic enabied the Society to resume a

full programme of activities in2023.

The Annual General Meeting was held on 8 .Iuly at a restaurant in the village of Ervideira, near Mafra. As
usual, Filipe Lowndes Marques, chairman of the General Assembly, presided over the proceedings. Elections
were helcl lbr the oflce holders of the Society's statutory bodies tbr the three years 2A23 to 2025. The
members of the Board of Directors, known within the Society as the Council, remain unchanged, but three
new members were voted on to the Fiscal Board in view of the retirement from ofhce of Andrew Bailey,
Barbel Charlton and Ana Maria Seabra. These three members have carried out their duties for many years
and I should like to thank them lbr their valuable contribution to the functioning of the Society. The Society
hired a bus to pick up members from Estoril and Lisbon so during the day we visited three important sites in
the Lines of Tomes Vedras" namely the Forte Sdo Vicente at Torres Vedras, the Great Redoubt (Alqueiddo)
and the visitors' centre at Sobral de Monte Agrago. Our thanks are due to our vice-chairman Mark Crathorne
who so expertly guided us around these areas of interest.

The Lisbon group visited Porto and the Douro from Thursday 2l to Sunday 24 September. This was an
opportunity lbr members of the Lisbon and Porto groups to meet socially and in particular enjoy the
hospitality offered by the Oporlo Cricket and Lawn Tennis Club on Thursday evening where Alan Dawber"
leader of the Porto group, with input from Richard Delaforce, gave an illustrated talk on the life of Joseph
James Forrester, followed by an excellent buffet dinner. On Friday morning we were privileged to visit the
Factory House and were shown round this very British institution by Nick Heath. On Saturday we visited the
Douro valley, travelling by coach to Pinhdo and then taking a traditional rabelo boat for a cruise to the village
of Tua for lunch. We returned to PinhAo by train where we rejoined the coach for a visit to Amarante with its
beautiful bridge over the River Tdmega, before returning to Porto.. Our thanks must go to Mark and Dani
Monteiro for so successfully organising this visit.

Our Porto group, under the enthusiastic leadership ofAlan Dawber, has continued its revival with excellent
attendances at a number of talks and an autumn visit to Quinta de Villar d'Allen. We are very grateful for the
assistance given by Mrs. Janice Bain and Alan's wife, Maria, for their support in making sure these events
move smoothly, and of course to the OCTLC which has made available its premises for our events and
suppers afterwards.

A resumd of our activities during 2A23 can be fbund elsewhere in this report. And full details of past and
future events can always be lbund on our web site ,, 1,!1 l"rl1,,;,, i'r,r,.i,..r r, We are very grateful to Council
member Andrew Shepherd for keeping our website up to date and compiling our quafterly newsletters. The
newsletters include links to past and forthcoming events, articles and book reviews, many of which are written
by Andrew himself. As usual our thanks are due to Dani for looking after our library, liaising with our
members, and organising our lunches and dinners.

Our Annual Accounts for 2023 continue to reflect a satisfactory situation with bank and cash balances
totalling 16,574C at 31 December (2022 15,321€) and an excess of receipts over payments lbr the year of
1,253€ (2022 - 3 I 9€). In previous years receipts and payments relating to the Porto group were insignificant
and so were not included in the Accounts presented in the Annual Reporls. However the increase in activity
of the Porto group during 2023led to an increase in its receipts and payments and year end cash balance.
Accordingly, Council decided it appropriate to incorporate the Porlo group financial results for 2023 into the
Annual Accounts, and re-state the 2022 Accounts so as to incorporate the Porto group results for that year
too.



Attention is drawn to the increase in subscription receipts to 3,772f,. in 2A23 from 2.614€ in 2022 dup tq an
increase itr subscription rates. Receipts from events and cost of events also increased in ?023 as the visitto
Porto and the Douro was more expensivp than the visit to Nzfertola and the Minas de S5o Domingos in2022.

Finally, I should like to warn:rly welcolne al[ new members to the Society during 2023 and thank existing
support.
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