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Few Minister Plenipoteniaries can have made a more ih-
formal entry into Lisbon than did Sir Robert Southwell when
he came to take up his post there in early Janoary 1666, No
gilded barge awaited the arrival of the man-of war, nor was
there a line of gilded coaches along the shore ready to convey
him and his household to the Embasay, where an intérminable
banquet would be consumed in an equally interminable téte-
-a-téte by himself and the high Court official told off to wel-
come him. In place of all this ceremony and splendour the
warship on which he had been given a passage paused off Cap
Roca just long enough for him to transfer himself and his
modest suite to wa small vessel carrying fish,» so that the Fleet
should not be delayed on its way to Cadiz. The little ship in
question was a small Barnstable barque belonging to one, FHo-
bert Hoxland, and in one of his earliest letters to the Council,
Southwell asks permission for this man to go to Newfloundland,
mentioning that he and his party were kept on board for three
days and very kindly treated. The delay seems to have been
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sccasioned by the Portuguese reluctance to let him land till
they had assured themselves that he and his company were free
from the plague ; for the horror of the visitation which had
devastated London the previous surnmer was still fresh in men's
minds. They were not allowed to come ashore (Southwell re-
lates) wtill we had first thrown out our arms and legs and
wdrummed upon our bellies, and cut capers to atest our health,
awhich we fairly performed in our turn before good witnesses.
«These I could name at length because everyone of the Town
aCouncil would satisfy their curicsity and know how I was
wbefore they would let me land.n

Southwell appears to have gone through these strange an-
tics with his usual good temper but there were severer strains
on it ahead. The Court was at Santarém and there, after some
difficulties, he obtained an interview with the Conde de Castelo
Melhor, whom he found in a very «stiff humour.n The cause
as usual was Maynard.

The British Minister began by asking if the complaint
against the Consul was that he had pro-Spanish tendencies.
This rather odd question may have refered to Maynard’s noto-
rious loyalty to the Spanish Queen Mother (of which more
later) and was designed to put the Count — whoese own conduct
to her was not beyond criticism — out of countenance. He
replied shortly that this was not so. The Consul's offence was
that he had used means to breed a misunderstanding between
the two Crowns in respect of a ship charged with smuggling
and that he had made high protest for all the damage, much
to the disgust of all the Ministers and himself in particular,
Southwell in return pointed out that the English merchants,
for their part, had drawn up a protest against Maynard for the
damage the ship should sustain if she were driven forth, unless
he did the utmost of his office in protesting. To which the
Conde retorted testily that the moment of it was not grateful
to him. As it was futile to defend Maynard on the ground of
tact, Southwell decided that it was better to have him out of
the way for a time while tempers cooled, and set about speed-
ing his departure to England.

This proved more difficult than might have been the case
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with a man without his knack of making himself indispensable
in a crisis. The Court had taken a strongly pro-French swing-
-over, and the whole weight of French influence was directed
against British interests. A French Queen, with every conceiva-
ble delay, was on her way to Lisbon to marry the repulsive
Affonso VI. The Duc de Beaufort with a large fleet had ancho-
red off Caeilhas, effectively blockading the Lisbon market
against the British, This proved such a hardship that the ge-
nerality of Portuguese declared that they would even have been
glad to see Prince Rupert back that they might be no more
troubled with the Duec. Southwell, hurrying hither and thither
trying to compose the agitated merchants, may well have been
glad of Maynard, with his Jong local experience, at his elbow.
When the Queen arrived at last the British Factory had to be
persuaded to erect an expensive triumphal arch in the Terreiro
de Pago to celebrate the success of their rivals.

By August, however, every reason for further delay seemed
to been overcome and Maynard was just about to embark when
he was arrested for a debt of 13.000 crowns, owing on some
fish which he had bought to wvietual Lord Sandwiches' fleet,
He wrote at once to the Council saying that he hoped by Christ-
mas to extricate himself from this suit and forseeing certain
points that might be raised, made haste to afirm that he did
no buy one quintal more than was delivered to the Fleet, which
was 4oo crowns worth — not 6.000, as alleged. He also got
Southwell to add his assurances that he, Maynard, really had
meant to leave for England, and was detained against his will
by this vexatious matter, «The great distaste this Court takes
against himy observes Southwell, «falls out much to the preju-
dice of the merchants, for which they are in a great part
offended at him. But for my part I think it is much more his
misfortune than his fanlt.»

He then goes on to make a very illuminating commentary
on the contentions of Maynard with the Court. «The Conde
u(Castelo Melhor), seems to quarrel chiefly at his choleric and
aindecent way of proceeding, but rather I conjecture (and so
wdid my Lord Fanshaw) that the bottem of all springs from
whis better liking of the former government, when the Queen's
«power was up, than is now at present. He had with her Ma-
«jesty and Ministers a very good interest and therefore appea-

—
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sred too much to adhere to them when they were down, and
ufrom that there arose a jealonsy which hath since broke into
nmany quarrels which I cannot recount.»

There is no space here to recall the sordid desertions and
vile treatment to which this fine woman was subjected when
her reign as Queen Dowager was browght to an end and her
services to her husband's country could be conveniently forgot-
ten. She had always been a good friend to the English and it is
pleasant to think that in the hour when loyalty to her became
a serious embarrassment Maynard did not forget it. It was all
the more unfortunate that the Conde had so resl a grievance
as his abominable manners behind which to hide a less respe-
ctable irritation at his persistant clamour on behalf of the un-
paid soldiers, who remained in a pitiable condition for sheer
lack of feod,

Soon however there was matter enough to distract men's
minds. «The direful news of the fire of London,» writes South-
wwell, wis very much taken to heart even by the Portuguese,
uyet they are glad to see no evil consequences to England, but
won the contrary the resolution that is found in all men of never
asubmitting to an ignoble peacen. For the war with the Dutch
was in foll progress and the destruction of the City of London
meant — in those days — something very like the destruction
of the country’s resources.

March 1667 found Maynard still entangled in his troubles
about the fish but writing to the Privy Council that he hopes
to throw himself at Their Lordship’s fect in a few month’'s time.
Their Lordships had heard this too often and sent him a sharp
letter of recall. He wrote immediately in much dejection upon
learning that they were displeased with his long stay in Por-
tugal, once more recapitulated all his difficulties, and stopped
where he was |

Just about this time the City of London sent out a repre-
sentative of their own choosing, to hasten the payment of the
Queen's dowery and other outstanding matters. Their choice
had fallen on Francizs Lenthall — possibly a member of the
late Speaker’s family. Neither the Minister nor the Consul wers
disposed to welcome an appointment which was in appearance,
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if not in actual fact, a slur on their own capabilities; or to
offer him much assistance. Ignorant of local conditions, unhel-
ped if not actually hindered by Southwell and Maynard, Len-
thall made the only mistake which could have made his position
worse by putting himself at the head of the most factious party
in the Factory. Their specious arguments so took hold on him
that he accepted the office of petitioning the Privy Council for
Maynard's recall and further that his place should be taken by
Francis Holbech, a Catholic who was always supported by
Maynard's opponents of any creed, on the grounds that he was
much more acceptable to the Court. Knowing very well what
that meant, Schomberg and the seldiers immediately put for-
ward a contrary pefition that Maynard be allowed to remain
and continue to help them in their perennial wrangle for their
pay. Some of the officers, having lost hope, were petitioning
that they might be more happily employed elsewhere. Their
plea gave Maynard a pretext for remaining till they were ready
to embark and he could go with them. They wounld say a good
word for him, which he needed, for Lenthall and his faction had
been active. The latter are described as athe inconsiderablest
ufolk as to numbers and quality of this Factory, rash young
umen who never came into business before.n But, as is often,
the case made a noise out of all proportion,

Boredom and hunger had driven the soldiers to drink and
quarrelling. A certain Colonel Moore had killed a Captain Shan-
non in a duel, who, says Southwell, was wone of the completest
brave men of the whole party.n He is writing privately to his
brother and hints that the cause of their falling out was May-
nard’s mischief-making, probably his detestable habit of repeat-
ing what one person had said about another. «l will not name
to you the occasion because it is mentioned fo the Consul's
disadvantage and may not be true.»

Southwell was on his way back after a short leave in
England and this letter was written on board. He arrived in
Lisbon in July after a bad passage, during which they had all
been astoutly sicks, particularly a certain Sir Bernard Gaskin,
who in the course of the trip recovered what are described as
uFlorentine proportions,» referring one may suppose, to the
attenuated young gentlemen favoured by artists of that school.
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The actual date of Maynard’s departure for England is
not given but from a letter written by Southwell on Oct : 1oth
1668 it appears that the Council had taken the sensible course
of having Lenthall and Maynard over together. «As on one
whand (wrote Their Lordships), we shall never condemn him
wor any man before he is heard, nor can we in justice refuse to
uhear his (Maynard's) complaints.n It is not intended to re-
voke his appointment before the case has been heard in his
presence. Lenthall, besides being a principal witness, had let
his tongue ron loose in not quite unfounded criticism of the
Court, as will be seen.

Southwell’s next letters deal so frankly and fully with the
situation and give such a vivid picture of the life and works of
the British trading community that T shall quote them at some
length.

In the same letter dated Oct. zoth, he begins by stating
that he wishes to be impartial but feels bound to say that vsome
uwho set Lenthall to work are so elated with their conquest of
ugetting the Consul over on trial that they showed a piece of
utheir ill manners to me. For one Richard Stanley that is a
wtreasurer for distributing the charity and necessary expenses
wof the Factory, has flatly refused to pay the Conszervator his
wsalary, for no better reason than that I desired it.w He there-
fore asks that in future the Consul shall be made the distributor
of charity, giving a yearly account for it, in detail, to four
of the principal merchants of the Factory. «At present (he con-
tinues)» one merchant is elected yearly and thus some young
wpragmatical fellow happens to be chosen who altogether em-
vhraoils the business, whereas the Consul is the man to whom
wall the poor people, at their coming, immediately apply them-
ugelves. And indeed he was wont to distribute money and his
upatent speaks of it, but the words not being sufficient, T did
wmyself two years since, to give the merchants content, and not
uforseeing the abuse, consent that some of them should distri-
vhute the money.»

Three weeks later this mistake had provoked a tragedy.
Southwell says he had kept his hand within all bounds of cau-
tion in the matter of the Consul, but that some of the party
that accused Maynard «have been so indecently puffed up at
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utheir victory in having him sent home at their request that
uthey have forgotten all the respect due to His Majesty’'s repre-
sentative.n He had lately had occasion to desire them to pay
their Conservator £ 20, his quarter's salary (as mentioned
above), Don Francisco de Melo having spoken to him about it.
«But Richard Stanley and William Peachey, with their faction,
wcontemptuously opposed it against the wishes of the soberer
amerchants, in so much that besides their particular disregard,
uthe conservator fell ill and died in a few days, being in great
wwant, and as the Portuguese say, upon vexation that they
«should refuse him the wages that he had laboured upon. The
ucase has been to find another Conservator and in this con-
«juncture abolish a privilege which they much desired to have
«but have no grounds at all in the Articles of Peace to demand
«it, and this was the reason Your Lordships did order me in my
ulast instructions to do something for them herein, My Lords,
«l had provided an able man and who was a special friend to
uthe Secretary of State, (so) that I should expect that if I
ushould treat with him my affairs would prosper the better for
uit. The Secretary was also content to join with me that by this
«man’s election the privilege, so much coveted, of a triennial
«choice should be so secured, and that whereas all the Conser-
uvators had held office for life, this man should only take
«his from the Prince for 3 years, and so give the precedent for
wenjoying the like income hereafter, .

«When I called the Factory together all of the sober sort
u— about a dozen or sixteen — were in favour. But William
«Peachey, Major Randolph, Richard Stanley, Jeseph Hard-
iwwick, Joseph Dorny, Edward Colson, Humphrey Benning,
«wmen of factious and unquiet spirit, who delight in nothing
«but debauching all the young men to make up a party, not
«only opposed this but have been rampaging up and down to
«get votes for a certain other person, with no other spirit than
«to show themselves (as they call it) ‘free born subjects’ and to
«uphold «the liberties of the peoples, which is their mutinous
wdialect.n

In spite of this shocking behaviour, Southwell is confident
that they will not prevail against his candidate, nor against His
Majesty's service while ke was there, «Butn, he added sagely,
«it would prove very happy for the future quiet of this place if

321

uthere were something ordered by His Majesty or the Couneil
wfor their particular mortification. For if sach fellows be admit-
uted to contest with His Majesty's Ministers here (whoever he
ushall be that shall come) your Lordships would easily conclude
whow soon all strangers would lose their respect unto him. There
uis not any cause or foundation for this animesity than that I
ahave not shown myself as outrageous against the Consul as
athey, and they are made to believe by the relations of Mr. Lenth-
uall, now their Procurator at Whitehall, and who was lately
where, that the Court is a mere remiss thing and with money
athey may do what they please.»

Few would have been bold enough to argue the last point
and Southwell must have known that it was pretty certain to
bring about a smothering of the whole tiresome business, and
the muzzling of the inconvenient Lenthall, together with the
return of the indispensable Maynard. He goes on to give a few
more taps to the same nail. «If he (the Consul) is turned out
athey would all attribute their victory to bribery, and the weak-
uness of the Court to resist clamour, neither of which were fit
wor seasonable for the reputation of His Majesty’s Government
uto be reported abroad.n

We do not know what the Council replied to these excellent
reasonings. Possibly they accepted them in silence. In his next
letter Southwell makes no further reference to them but ex-
plains that «the factious element are young men bred up in the
wlate bad times, who have not yet mended their manners or
opinions.» He admits that his own views of them are now the
more severe as — with the Consul out of the way — they have
turned on him. He thinks that Mr. Lenthall, as their represen-
tative, should be sent for and made senzible how their conduct
is resented. «If nothing be done they will but laugh and gather
ninsolence for the futores, Mr. Lenthall is «a man after their
wown hearts and not one jot better than the rest. He has the
uvanity to think that he may be made Consul himself if the
wother be turned out. He has promised to refund his party from
whis fees if he is made Consul, for the £ 100 advanced to him as
utheir reprezentative in England.»

With anything that Lenthall might say thoroughly dis-
credited before the Council and a strong prejudice engendered




against him, it hardly needed a petition from the London mer-
c'han?s trading with Portugal that Maynard «having been pro-
ved innocent may be returned as Consul.n

On May 13th he wrote announcing his arrival in Lisbon
but does not mention his reception by the Factory,

Shortly after Maynard’s return Southwell left, leaving his
secretary, Francis Parry, as chargé d’affaires. He was a prolific
letter writer and from now on most of the correspondence with
the Council was conducted by him, the Consul (for the first
time in Maynard's career) confining himself to his own busi-
ness. It was not long before Parry began to have trouble with
Stanley and Marsh, who seized upon the case of a certain Ro-
bert Crofts — charged with a too close intimacy with Algerian
pirates —to take his part and speak very opprobriously of
Parry, but by this this time the Home Government was tired
of them. Down npon them came an Order in Council by which
i was commanded that particular information should be taken
of thrﬂr_ demeanour and the same laid before the Board, wso
«that His Majesty may proceed to the just chastisement of those
«who have the insolence to affront his servants in the execution
wof their duty.»

Thunder over Whitehall was at least three weeks distance »
from Lisbon and its bolts were little more than hailstones should
they — which was problematic — attain their objectives. «The
seditious and turbulents part of the Factory defiantly chose
Richard Marsh as the treasurer and actually went to law with
the Consul to get possession of the Treasurer’s books. «The
poon, says Parry, awill be the sufferers, as the money will be
uspent on lawsuits,»

At this juncture public events introduced a salutary dis-
traction. Maynard writing on May 8th reports that the Sacra-
ment has been stolen out of the parish church at Odivelas.
Though it was ultimately proved that the crime was committed
by an «Old Christiany an order of banishment immediately
fell upon the Jews to the severe dislocation of commerce. The
English protested that they traded indifferently with all the
subjects of the King of Portugal and were in danger of losing
the greater part of their capital which was in these men’s hands,
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In other words the measure represented the seizure of what then
stood in the place of the banks. The English were not by any
means the only sufferers and the matter of the banishment
seems to have been quietly dropped, bui though they were
cleared of all complicity in the Odivelas crime it was held that
a taste of unpleasantness would do the Jews no harm, for the
putcry itself proved that they had become much more powerful
than was agreeable to the Inquisition. Parry says that that for-
midable body managed to introduce a decree by which they
were forbidden to wear silk, or a sword, or ride in a coach, or
on horseback, or in a litter, and this was executed on a rich
Jew upon whom Prince John had bestowed the Order of Christ.
The matter developed into a wrangle between the Prince and
the Inquisition, which shows how much the power of the latter
had declined, The Prince refused to deprive the Jew of the
Order and the Inquisition swore that they would oblige him to
wear the wSan Beniton over his knight's habit. Some of the
nobles, including the Marqués de Fronteira, actually wvisited
the Jew as they would have done any fellow member of the
Order, but others excused themselves, saying that vhe was no
fidalgo who would visit a dog of a Jewn. The matter, having
wandered far from the original contention, was soon lost to sight
by the Factory whose trading proceeded as usual. The next
inferruption of which Parry complains was that the wwhaole
world had turned to the sport of bull-runnings with such fer-
vour as to hold up all public business.

If any record exists of Maynard's trial before the Council
it is not at present accessible, but it may be conjectured that
enough was said to him to give him a bad fright. There isa very
perceptible change in his tone after his return to Lisbon from
which he seems determined to risk no more battles. When his
wife, whom he had left behind in England, wrote urging that he
should bring an action against the merchants for defamation,
he excused himself saying that he did not aim =0 much at
money if he may secure his future quiet, «for they still persist
in their maliclous coursesw. Clarendon, who knew that «he had
deserved well of the Kings and in what manner, had been dis-
graced. To send Arlington some Carcavelos wine, though athe
best these parts affords, did not necessarily ensure active pro-
tection. Though in January 1643 the merchants had again re-
fused to pay him consulage, he declares that rather than trouble
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the King and Council further he will submit to their humour
ufor they are grown to that pass that neither man nor angel
can satisfy them.»

Maynard was growing old and the contentious spirit was
dying out of him. When the Revolution of 1089 came he was in
no mood to turn his coat again and was dismissed for «Stuart

leanings.»

NOTE, — More than one Fortuguese family uses Maypard among
its mames. There was a consul, Walter Maynard, in Pérto in t6sg
Christopher Maynard, son of Thomas was a viceconsul in Lishén
Descent may be traceable from either of these.




