
THE BRAGANCIANS IN BRAZIL AND PORTUGAL

The royal family, led by the regent, Dom Jõao (later Jõao VI), escaped to Brazil from Lisbon in 1807,

just before Napoleon’s troops reached the capital. With him was his mother, the insane Dona Maria

I; his wife, Dona Carlota Joaquina; and his children including Dom Pedro and Dom Miguel. They

established themselves in Rio de Janeiro, although Dom Jõao and Dona Carlota Joaquina kept

separate residences. 

Dom Pedro generally lived with his father and Dom Miguel with his mother. The two boys

led a somewhat undisciplined life, roaming the city and countryside on horseback with their

friends and generally disrupting the lives of the other residents. Their education was neglected;

Dom Pedro was only partially literate and Dom Miguel was essentially illiterate.

At the end of the Napoleonic Wars, the royal family stayed in Brazil. Upon the death of his

mother in 1816, Dom Jõao was acclaimed to the throne. The fact that the king showed no sign of

returning to Europe was one of the reasons for the revolt in Porto and Lisbon in 1820. This

rebellion eventually forced the return of Dom Jõao, of his wife and of Dom Miguel to Lisbon (along

with the body of Dona Maria I) in 1821.

Because Brazil had been raised to the status of a joint kingdom with Portugal (in order that

during the Congress of Vienna in 1814-1815 Dom Jõao could claim to be living in his “own

kingdom,” just like all the other monarchs of Europe), Dom Pedro remained behind in Rio de

Janeiro to head the government. 

Attempts by the revolutionary government in Lisbon to return Brazil to the status of a

colony led Dom Pedro to declare independence for that country in 1822, with himself as Emperor

Dom Pedro I. (His father was nominally co-emperor until his death in 1826). When Dom Jõao died,

Dom Pedro automatically became king of Portugal. But he was committed to Brazil, and its

constitution forbade the emperor from also being the crowned head of another country. So Dom

Pedro, in late April 1826, actively assumed the throne for only 8 days as Dom Pedro IV, during

which he wrote the Constitutional Charter for Portugal, appointed peers to the upper chamber,

and abdicated in favour of his eldest daughter, Maria da Glória. 

These arrangements were conditional on his brother (then 23 and in exile in Vienna)

agreeing to marry Maria da Glória (his niece) when she was of age, and of accepting the regency

in her name when he turned 25. When married, they would rule jointly and their children would

inherit the throne. But Dom Miguel, when he returned to Portugal in 1828, usurped the throne

from his niece and had himself acclaimed king.

Meanwhile, differences between Dom Pedro and the Brazilian ruling class led the emperor

to abdicate in 1831 in favour of his son (then 5) who became Emperor Dom Pedro II. Dom Pedro,

as Duke of Bragança, sailed to England and then to France from whence he began his campaign

to wrest Portugal back from Dom Miguel on behalf of his daughter. Thus began the War of the

Two Brothers, which ended with the Concession of Évora Monte in 1834. 

Dom Pedro was so ill by the autumn of 1834 that he had to resign the regency for his

daughter, who was immediately acclaimed as queen, Dona Maria II; Dom Pedro died shortly

afterwards. Dom Miguel, meanwhile, went into exile in Italy, then England, then finally Bavaria

and the Grand Duchy of Baden where he married (in 1851) a German princess with whom he had

1 son and 6 daughters. 



The Houses of Bragança and Bragança-Saxe-Coburg

(Monarchs and Regents)

Maria I
(1734-1816)

reigned 1777-1816

==== Pedro III
(1717-1786)
reigned 1777-1786

João VI
(1767-1826)

regent ca. 1792-1816
reigned 1816-1826

Pedro IV*
(1798-1834)

reigned 1826
regent 1834

Isabel Maria
(1801-1876)

regent 1826-1828

Miguel I
(1802-1866)

reigned 1828-1834
deposed

Maria II
(1819-1853)

reigned 1826-1828
reigned 1834-1853

==== Fernando II
(1816-1885)
king-consort
1837-1853
regent 1853-1855

Pedro II of Brazil
(1825-1891)

reigned 1831-1889
deposed

Pedro V
(1837-1861)

reigned 1853-1861

Luís I
(1838-1889)

reigned 1861-1889

Carlos I
(1863-1908)

reigned 1889-1908

Manuel II
(1889-1932)

reigned 1908-1910 
deposed

*   Pedro I of Brazil, reigned 1822-1831
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